EANTHEH(ZZ2E-_O0ODFHTA ) &4
Issue N0.95 (April 2024): Beginning

B A EL

JEERERER] o (EERH > TR = A B8 o A
R 2 WA L ; Ehiie A 2 0 )2 “TesE L o
(Grmee) mEE RS - “LRKIERER > BARIE
TERI B » JR 75 BEFHR; RrE 7 MRERE
N o7 ZAMM > AE TSRS A RhER R o P FIACRIZE N
9 IER SR L2 -

FEFPB] > Lot “f (F M) BB BREEECE AR R
WP BE o CRFEIED) 51 (EURETR) = @ ARG > R
AR s N BB ARt 755 48R MaTe -
BN o EBEHIAL > BRFURHERA o7 85
KR - SESAR LR R TS MER I A A o Lk
WE OB T HEEEN  RERTT o JERRHEZ » /Mg
NE T —HEX—fit > BREEN T B o LRz st 1
Wi RIS B BRE TR S A 11188 7 B
RLBEEI/ G o BRI LRSS > REANEH ; et
JRAIELEBRLRE - BRI - BRI AR 28 > A
TR i R R -

g b o S AR B O ORI o — N i i
Zan 0 WESHER N AlEEY o SRR B E LR
HIK > BE R Y XSRS s 2
IR EE SRR > PR N EanfIEaE - nI2 PR IE T
TTHEIF - D B155 ~ A~ BPESE IR ) I Eh )
NIAN— IR A o ARG FINIG5# - (BAESLEF B TE ?
5 TIRAS SRR o BEORBITERIOKEL LA - &R
W TR b SZaRIT I o e RS S R B2 5
Ko FEBM R B RER S E MR 5 -

LA FEOR B 758 — B R
T AL HRA IR o
SEINARRE B RIETAIAAAE - T
) 2 — 7 TR T PR IS IR R Al

HERLRHE A SRR — I E N R - E B KHEES 7]

R RE o B2 R0 RN BB

IKHELUEE o BUKBERR - RAMANEELE  HARN 2R

A o HERRIE RGN > e L&A o i N ERE
it~ R TR A o

PHIEJE A A S 20 IR A a RO R © K AR
fii R IR SR S B R > A 2 > RIS N E
- REEH FNRERAELEA > FEEE - SIFRE
SERLSCRRE R R 178 > PR R > SR AR T AR - B
EEN R R A ARTEN > AREER > ARIIER o i
MERBAAE > SLEFEM M > TEIE AR AR NI R H -

RINEERD) - AR KRAEFE > FEER > ErlRER2
FERME NIRRT LR - £ NEREAZINZ » G
HIARBAR 2 JERE 23 BRI RAVB R AR 28R © —
T4 RERTRARSFRRME o fathER LR E Al sE
HATeL - IR ANB B B LRBOK T RIESUKERE » &
AR — BRI MR © BT RAER KB N SRR E
ZHEAIEE RN ERE  EERE ~ AR
(DNA) 5 » Z5TE4HHE 3% A R SERIARERI o RIERASCE IR R % -
EAG IR B R SR BB RIBLZ R IR Y
JSCRR LA R A5 2 B o PR — DR B TR T 2 K B
BB AR AR & o

NTEMREEAR ? MR L 2 e =5 #0e N AR
RIRERI o a2 MG BRI IS 1l
AR o AR CAE (RISHR) 3 ¢ it
AIEHIREIA O > AR S e 1R
NEGEIRAS IR EAR » N

R DU AN B R R 1]

R o



It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a voracious reader
in possession of a large to-be-read pile must be in want of a new
book. She goes to a bookshop, picks a title off a shelf, scans the
blurb on the back, opens the cover, and reads the first line ...

The opening line is arguably the most important sentence of
a book. It is the first opportunity for authors to entice the reader
into a world of their own creation. In a collection of his essays on
literature, The Story Begins, Amos Oz writes, “Beginning to tell
a story is like making a pass at a total stranger in a restaurant.” In
the right hands, a book’s beginning alone can make you feel like
falling in love at first sight. Your heart starts racing as you feel
excited for all the possibilities to come.

From the pithy to the prescient, incipits come in all varieties.
There are the philosophical ones, for instance, that are thought-
provoking and intriguing in their certainty:

IT 1 have learned anything in this long life of
mine, it is this: In love we find out who we want to
be; in war we find out who we are.

— The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

Those that make the hair on the back of your neck tingle:

When 1 think of my wife, 1 always think of the
back of her head.

— Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

Those that amuse you:

The human race, to which so many of my readers
belong, has been playing at children’s games from
the beginning, and will probably do it till the
end, which is a nuisance for the few people who
grow up.

— The Napoleon of Notting Hill by G. K. Chesterton

Those that capture a protagonist’s unique voice:

If you really want to hear about it, the first
thing you’ll probably want to know is where I was
born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and how
my parents were occupied and all before they had
me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but
I don't feel like going into it, if you want to
know the truth.

— The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger

Those that ground readers in the theme of a novel:

It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a
single man in possession of a good fortune must be
in want of a wife.

— Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

Those that use absurdity as a springboard for curiosity:

Every summer Lin Kong returned to Goose Village
to divorce his wife, Shuyu.

— Waiting by Ha Jin

And those that challenge the reader:

If you are interested in stories with happy
endings, you would be better off reading some other
book.

— The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket

So what are the best opening lines in fiction? Every
bibliophile has his or her favourite ones. After all, beauty is in
the eye of the beholder. Yet there are certain sentences that catch
more eyes. Below are the top five openings chosen by 2,000
British book lovers in a poll last year as the most iconic opening
lines from the world of literature.

It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times.

— A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

It was a bright cold day in April, and the
clocks were striking thirteen.
— 1984 by George Orwell

All children, except one, grow up.
— Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie

In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit.
— The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien

Mr and Mrs Dursley, of number four, Privet
Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly
normal, thank you very much.

— Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J. K. Rowling

Often setting the tone for all that follows, always captivating
readers from the outset, these first lines give a great opening to
the equally great novels. Long after we have closed the book,
the brilliant beginning of the story is still fresh in our minds. We
should not judge a book by its cover, but we may, sometimes, judge
it by its opening line.

All great deeds and all great thoughts have a
ridiculous beginning.
Albert Camus
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Shortly after being diagnosed with an incurable brain
tumour in 2002, British novelist and poet Martin Booth dedicated
himself to writing a memoir for his children, who wished to
know more about their father’s early life. His last work, Gweilo:
A Memoir of a Hong Kong Childhood, is an engaging and
intimate account of his memorable days in a city which he would
eventually call home.

In June 1952, seven-year-old Booth arrived in Hong Kong
with his parents after his father, a supplies clerk attached to the
Royal Navy, was offered a three-year posting. At the welcome
lunch upon the family’s arrival, the little boy met a naval
officer who introduced him to prawns and Coca Cola and, more
importantly, gave him a word of advice. “So long as you are in
Hong Kong,” said the officer, “whenever someone offers you
something to eat, accept it.” Booth duly obliged, accepting not
only such weird delicacies as preserved eggs and stir-fried water
beetles, but also a culture alien to him.

This sense of acceptance was fostered by his mother, “a
humanist at heart who believed no man should lord it over
another” in Booth’s words. Unlike many of her fellow expatriates,
she was very willing to engage with locals, and took her son to
the wilds of the New Territories and outlying islands. Contrary
to his vivacious mother who readily embraced the culture and
beauty of the place, his bigoted father remained detached and
resolutely standoffish, making little effort to understand the city or
its people.

Booth went to Kowloon Junior
School, but his real education took
place outside the classroom. Since

his blonde hair was “considered by

the Chinese to be the colour of gold
and therefore likely to impart wealth or
good fortune”, Booth was able to charm
his way through every nook and cranny
of the city. He made friends with people
from all walks of life, and encountered
a colourful array of characters—from
Nagasaki Jim, who became a prisoner of

war at the fall of Hong Kong in 1941, to the deranged Russian
tramp who was dubbed “the Queen of Kowloon”. The streets
were his “patch” and “playground”. During a bold adventure
in the notorious and lawless Kowloon Walled City, Booth was
confronted by a triad gangster called Ho. With great composure,
the streetwise kid held his hand out and introduced himself
in Cantonese. As unlikely as it might seem, the two became
acquaintances. In the following excursions, Booth was given
private tours of the enclave and even visited an opium den.

While befriending rickshaw coolies, hotel workers and gang
members, the golden boy also attended beach parties and enjoyed
afternoon tea at The Peninsula, flitting freely between both
worlds. “A good memoir,” asserts literary critic William Zinsser,
“is also a work of history, catching a distinctive moment in the
life of both a person and a society.” Through the curious eyes of
a child, readers can witness the social and geopolitical upheavals
of turbulent times, such as the Shek Kip Mei fire, the Korean
War and the influx of refugees from Mainland China. Booth’s
personal narrative adds depth and tactility to the events he
recalled, enabling readers to appreciate both the larger historical
context and the cultural milieu that shaped Hong Kong in the
1950s. His love and fascination for Hong Kong is palpable. And
his description is so vivid and powerful that the spirit of the city
comes across on every single page.

The book closes with the Booths boarding the ship back to
England, but their story did not end there. Four years later when
Booth’s father accepted a new job, the family returned and stayed
until Booth completed his secondary education. His formative
years in the city left an indelible imprint on his heart and coloured
much of his subsequent works. His first best-seller Hiroshima Joe
is inarguably based on the story of Nagasaki Jim. Not only are a
few of his novels set in Hong Kong, his non-fiction books Opium:
A History and The Dragon Syndicates: The Global Phenomenon
of the Triads are also apparently inspired by his adventurous
experiences in the Walled City. It seems home is more than a
geographical location. It is a place associated with the most
special memories of our lives and the connections we have made
with others. “If the truth be told,” Booth writes in the Author’s
Note of Gweilo, “I have never really left Hong Kong.”

All glory comes from daring to begin.

Eugene Fitch Ware

Photo credit:
(top) Lands Department, HKSARG
(bottom left) Martin Booth / Gweilo: A Memoir of a Hong Kong Childhood
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Prefixes, usually of Latin and Greek origin, are placed at
the beginning of a word to modify its meaning. Those relating to
numbers are called numerical prefixes. Below is a table of some
of the prefixes for one to ten:

NUMERICAL PREFIXES

The prefix bi- often trips people up because it can either
mean “occurring twice” or “once every two”. Therefore,
biweekly can be “twice a week” or “every two weeks”.

Bimonthly can be “twice a month” or “every two months”. To

Prefix(es) Meaning Prefix(es) Meaning avoid the confusion, it is better to use more precise expressions
uni- / mono- one sex- / hexa- six or leave some clues in your context to indicate which meaning is
bi-/du(o)-/di- | two sept(em)- seven being referred to.
tri- three oct(0)- eight In writing, there are specific terms for age groups by
quadr- four nove(m)- / nona- nine decade. A person aged between 60 and 69 is sometimes called
penta- / quin(que)- five dec(em)- / deca- ten a sexagenarian. Likewise, the word septuagenarian refers to

Numerical prefixes can help you make an educated guess
at unfamiliar words.
Starting with the prefix di-, it describes a situation in which one
must choose between two options. You should then be able to
figure out the meaning of trilemma, which refers to a quandary
in which a tough choice has to be made among three alternatives

rather than two.

Numerical prefixes can also be found in adjectives about
frequency of occurrence, such as biennial and triennial, which
mean recurring every two and three years respectively. Biannual
and triannual, on the other hand, mean occurring twice and three
times a year respectively. Different numerical prefixes can be
used to form words with similar meanings, such as quadrennial
(recurring every four years), quinquennial (happening every five
years) and decennial (occurring every ten years).

1. M
%
2.
%

3.
4,
.

% =

2B BT RFIRPEI > RIIH A ¢

someone in their seventies, while octogenarian refers to a person

aged 80 to 89.
Take the word dilemma as an example.
A glance at the prefixes for seven to ten may leave you

puzzled about the names of months: Shouldn’t September,
October, November and December be the seventh to tenth months
in a calendar year? In fact, they used to be. Originally there were
only ten months on the Roman calendar, with March being the
first month of the year and December the tenth. Later January was
added to the beginning and February to the end of the calendar to
name the winter months and create the 12-month year. In 452 BC,
February was moved to its current position between January and
March. September to December, the seventh to tenth months,
were thus pushed down and became the ninth to twelfth months.
Their prefixes, however, remained unchanged.
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