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Dreams are the seedlings of realities.

James Allen
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Indira lives with her parents, brother and sister
near Kathmandu in Nepal. Her house has only one
room, with one bed and one mattress. At bedtime,
the children share the mattress on the floor. Indira
is seven years old and has worked at the local granite
quarry since she was three.

Kaya is four years old. She lives with her
parents in a small apartment in Tokyo, Japan. ...
Kaya’s bedroom is every little girl’s dream. It is lined
from floor to ceiling with clothes and dolls. Kaya’s
mother makes all Kaya’s dresses — up to three a
month, usually.

Photos and excerpts from James Mollison’s
Where Children Sleep and his website

You have to have a dream so you can
get up in the morning.

Billy Wilder


https://www.jamesmollison.com/where-children-sleep
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In the article “Dreams
Come True” in Issue No. 27
of Word Power, we talked
about idioms and phrases with
the word “dream”. Let’s pick up
where we left off and look at other
such expressions.

As an adjective, “dream” means ideal or perfect. Phrases
such as “dream home” are obvious in meaning, but others are
less so. A dream ticket describes an ideal list of candidates
in an election, but it can also be used outside of politics to talk
about any ideal combination. A dream factory does not mean
an ideal factory; it refers to a manufacturer of idealised
concepts, especially a film studio or the film industry at large.

While it is good to dream big and aspire to higher goals,
of equal importance is putting your dreams into action. Some
people may simply dream away their days, which means
wasting time by fantasising about making grand achievements
without putting in any real efforts: Instead of dreaming your life
away, why not work harder to reach your goals? Dream up
refers to conceiving a plan or an idea, particularly one that is
unusual, impractical or perhaps even a little silly: This plan
simply doesn’t work. Was it dreamed up by a layman? Note that
both phrasal verbs are transitive, so a direct object is required.

In spoken English, someone may say dream on if you
suggest an impractical idea or hope for something unlikely
to happen: Did you just say you aim to run 100 metres in
eight seconds? Dream on! A similar colloquial expression is
in your dreams, which means “not probable” or “not a
chance”.

Although the phrase “pipe dream” originally referred to
hallucinations from smoking a pipe of opium, it has long been
used in a more general sense without the connotation of drug-
taking. Today, a pipe dream means a vain hope or an
unrealistic plan: At one time winning Olympic medals was a
pipe dream for Hong Kong, but it became a reality in 1996.

Olympic medal winners are certainly living the dream,
which means they are having the kind of life that they have
always wanted. However, this expression is often used
ironically to mean the opposite. If you ask a friend, “How are
you doing?” and he replies, “Living the dream,” do pay
attention to the tone of his voice before deciding whether you
should feel happy or sorry for him.

Life is full of broken dreams and there is no shortcut to
success. Yet, with grit and determination like Olympians, we
might perhaps be one small step closer to living the dream—no
sarcasm intended.
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https://www.csb.gov.hk/hkgcsb/ol/news/no27/WP27.pdf#page=2

On 12 January 2004, Kimani Maruge walked into the first-
grade classroom at Kapkenduiywo Primary School in western
Kenya. It was his first day of school, and, like other boys, he
was wearing school uniform—a blue blazer with matching shorts
and grey long socks—except that he was leaning on a cane and
nearly 80 years older.

Although there was no official birth record, Maruge
reckoned that he was born in 1920. Like many other children in
his community, he missed out on schooling because he had to
help his family make ends meet by planting crops and tending
livestock. In the 1950s, he fought in the Mau Mau uprising
against the British for Kenya’s independence. Illiterate all his
life, Maruge had always wanted to read the Bible. When free
primary education was finally introduced in Kenya in 2003, this
widowed grandfather of 30 grandchildren decided to seize a
belated opportunity. He knocked on the door of the primary
school in the village and was admitted. He became a schoolmate
of his two grandchildren and the Guinness World Record Holder
for being the oldest pupil in the world.

At the age of 84, Kimani Maruge started learning how to
read and count. He pursued words in the same way he used to
work in the fields, slow but determined. With excellent grades
and attendance records, he was made a school prefect in the
second grade. That same year, he flew for the first time in his
life to address the United Nations Millennium Development
Goals Summit in New York on the significance of free education.

A few years later, Maruge was forced to move to a refugee
camp due to Kenya’s post-election crisis, but he remained
undeterred in his quest for knowledge, limping slowly more than
two miles to school every day. He was compelled to drop out
after being relocated to a retirement home in Nairobi. The
indomitable octogenarian, however, subsequently enrolled in
the sixth grade at a primary school nearby. The former freedom
fighter said, “For me, education is the key to liberty.”

In 2009, Maruge passed away from stomach cancer.
Although he did not complete his education, his passion for
learning has lived on and has inspired many others. His journey
of self-improvement is immortalised in a feature film titled The
First Grader, which was released in 2010.

Ever since Maruge made the move to go to school, Africa
has seen some older members of society who never had the
opportunity to attend school trying to follow suit. Among them
is Priscilla Sitienei, a Kenyan woman who went to Leaders
Vision Preparatory School in her nineties with six of her great-
great-grandchildren.

It all began when one of her great-granddaughters dropped
out of school due to pregnancy. Sitienei, who had dedicated
much of her life to raising her children and working as a midwife,
decided to go to school herself. She hoped that by learning how
to read and write, her midwifery skills and knowledge of
traditional herbal medicines could be preserved and passed on.
Like Maruge, she wanted to read the Bible. But more than
anything else, she wanted to show the younger generations just
how valuable education was. She said in an interview with the
BBC: “I want to say to the children of the world, especially gitls,
education will be your wealth.”

Fondly known as “Gogo”, which means “grandmother” in
the local language of Kalenjin, Sitienei was an enthusiastic
participant in all school activities, even in physical education
classes. During recess, Sitienei would share stories about the
old ways with her schoolmates, some of whom had actually been
delivered by her. Pregnant women still came to seek her advice
in her dormitory at the boarding school. On the door was a sign
that read “education has no age limit”. Before Sitienei passed
away at the age of 99 in 2022, she had still been studying hard
for final exams alongside her 12-year-old classmates.

Maruge and Sitienei are not alone in rekindling their
dreams late in life. Peter Mark Roget published the first
Roget’s Thesaurus when he was 73. At the age of 79,
Barbara Hillary became the first African American woman
on record to reach both the North Pole and the South Pole.
Huang Gongwang (#/A ), a Chinese painter of the Yuan
Dynasty who did not start learning the art until 50, was of the
same age when he started painting the legendary masterpiece,
Dwelling in the Fuchun Mountains (&% 1L JEE)) . Their
stories are powerful testimonies to what Paulo Coelho, the
reputed Brazilian novelist, states in The Alchemist: “People
are capable, at any time in their lives, of doing what they
dream of.”
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In the pursuit of dreams, there are always difficult decisions to
make, real struggles to overcome and fortuitous moments to cherish.
Below are some flashbacks to the early days of people who have made
their dreams come true. Figure out the missing words and fill in the
appropriate squares of the puzzle below.

DOWN

1. After Walt Disney losttherightto___in 1928, he created
Mickey Mouse as a replacement, which has become one of the
most beloved cartoon characters of all time.

2. Wilhelm Conrad Réntgen would not have made the serendipitous
discovery of X-rays withoutan ___ mind.

5. Despite having just a hundred dollars in the bank, Sylvester
Stallone sold the scriptof ___ at a low price on the
condition that he could play the titular role in the film.

7. During his sophomore year, Michael Jordan tried out for the
basketball varsity team but was rejected because of his

8. Stephen King got the inspirationforhis______ horror novel,
Carrie, while working as a high school janitor.

ACROSS

3. During a chance encounter in 2008, 13-year-old Joseph
Schooling took a photo with his _ Michael Phelps,
whom he beat in the 100-metre butterfly final at the Olympics
eight years later.

4. Elvis Presley, the King of Rock and Roll, worked as a truck

after finishing high school.

6. Before his acting career took off, Harrison Ford worked as a

9. J.K. Rowling was living on government ____ when she
wrote the first Harry Potter book.

10. Bill Gates dropped out of ____ | one of the most
prestigious Ivy League colleges, to establish Microsoft.

11. From a governess to a Nobel Prize winner, Marie Curie

overcame enormous obstacles in the relentless _—__ for
scientific discoveries.

Please send your entry by fax (2521 8772) or email (csbolrs@csb.gov.hk) to the Editorial Board of Word Power by 2 March
2023. Watch out for our coming issue to see if you get all the answers right, and better still, if you are one of the lucky ten to win
a prize. The Editorial Board will have the final say on the answers.
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