ERRE IR B - i BT A AT
HIRFACRIG T H A N > b2 A v i s > /T T
o R B S RRT B PIE 5 M5 1T IR T A
ek 5 PR IR T SE B - - IE e R A K B
FEARH BRI > ML FNE B RBUR AT -
— I TRANHAR I BEAE - s TR e sib oss
TERE AR A o

Hm s - BRI > S AR IL
BRRZ (Albert Camus) — JLIH-LAFEBIFE M CRUE) -
R EDLVR IR AT 5 > s RO IR AR > B A
P )RR R B o SR RO RE R E 2R e B A Y g R B g
N> AR R E AR A2 A A E T - )
MBS R Ry o ZFE B 8 — VIR T i R 56
e B O - Bid R TR g E R > (HREEE
R PUR R ME— 7k o T MR > “HRO
MEHmACEABELENARY - BEO > RS
PR S BN BB EEEYURRTA > R
B o 5 FRAM T AL K A R REIRE > At A B e HE R Y R
N FTHEARBREZAN > EREE > AXEAS
5 o F— ORI EA HALE & R P R ER T/ER 4
JfE > ERERFRRBE R A MTEIR T - DR
BRI - JMEE - A o IE MM AR
BA A8 A A AN e — A -

LB 24 BRI (René Girard) F8H © “JEE
AR 2 i > TE T — V) 25 1| A JEL T i e AR o 5 SR
TF o " AEEE e MR S AR AR AT > E T ARE - B
B2l ——6T > B Al Mk
- PUREG AR S S HA M > A
AEIL SRR o R > RO B BT
o7 > BESFORESE it 5 FEAT A BRI 2 IR > BRI 3%
F o E SRR FRAM 2 A T e A o

FE L BB > EREAEARE o 7
TE=T ZAFAII B R > BB S0 B A BRI BRI

ENTZ-H (Z2=2-%5-8) : -5-%
Issue No.82 (January 2021) : A Lesson

FLE o REEEHE > BRI ERBIEN > FEILA
880 AR 4F » i HLBE SE 38 A3 A S » “RIR
B o B HA o 7 ((IREEE - B ME)) “mUiisE > 4t
T HPLERE o 7 (CGHEE D) 58 ~ EMNIBRERAT
TRBEIES o 7 (F L)) L BRI T - §i&
AR MR BEEL o EArHEss > GIFBONE 1 - B
EXMELL > R HTIAREE o BEAUN RELBEAE A 5T 5+ /%
BT TADE BRI PE RS - RS2 W
VEIRGCH T 2 S BG R TT  » Mise T rp B 22
IR B o

AR EE B > (HAEMRKIR R E - T
FOUT T RS AMIAHE > BRI N O DABUE
PEH R RL > [R]IRF LR B AT HE K B SR RO R B Ak
WECE o TR FHE R R B &R
JRAG ~ B ASBRAN > AR R ZE B R T > AMHEST
TXCH > DIHER E N ATE o AMMEGEE AER K > 52
EAEAR B ~ o BARMTESE - HRKBRTITK -
DA {051 iR s L R W hr B (Yuval Noah Harari) KAECA
BURFESL - EEFERB0 I L) A iabe —BGag 1M
EECER M NHBMEM AR > R FR
) e S e A o IE RN > FRAM S R n B
A RE RGIAL — 5 K SE 8 o 7R RH » AR
ok~ WEHRAE B AR SEESRA > B il R B K
HIA N — IR A ESE o ANDBRMEEZ RN > (R E
IR AR BB R AR > A% 2K 0] fig o R 0 N MR 1 {8
PRI o

R CRIZE) SURBE - “ A B B AE iy 19 1 7
o NJTBERmAS Y > MER FIRRAI RO o T E TR
KR R 5 FRAM 245 #60 W RCE » BEFRMAE— %7 &
— > DUE WPEE 2 320 > R A R A AR
RESE » BB AR 2 R BIR - B AR
R EAL o



Professors are sometimes invited to give a “last lecture”,
sharing their thoughts and knowledge as if it were the last
opportunity they would have to speak to their students. When
Randy Pausch, a 47-year-old computer science professor at
Carnegie Mellon University, took the podium on 18 September
2007, he was acutely aware that this really was his last lecture.
He had earlier been diagnosed with terminal pancreatic cancer
and had only a few months to live.

On that September day over thirteen years ago, a full house
of students, colleagues, friends and family laughed along with
Pausch (some were moved to tears) as he talked about achieving
childhood dreams and enabling the dreams of others. The speech
was so filled with the essence of the man—his enthusiasm,
humour and sincerity—that it spawned a best-seller, The Last
Lecture, which in addition to the lecture contains anecdotes and
gleaming pearls of wisdom from his life and experience. In the
vein of Tuesdays with Morrie, this slim volume is not about
dying, but about living.

Growing up in an era when men set foot on the Moon
amid the ferocious space race, Pausch had had some big
dreams: floating in zero gravity, playing in the National
Football League, authoring an entry in the World Book
Encyclopedia, being Captain Kirk in Star Trek, winning giant
stuffed animals and becoming a Disney Imagineer. In The Last
Lecture, he walks us through how he got over the obstacles—
the “brick walls”—that stood in the way of reaching his dreams
with sheer perseverance and hard work. Pausch believed that
the brick walls are not there to keep us out, but “to give us a
chance to show how badly we want something”. All his life,
he had never lost sight of his goals and he fulfilled most, if not
all, of his childhood dreams.

When he got older, Pausch found that “enabling the
dreams of others is more fun”. What profession is more suitable
for helping others work towards their dreams than teaching?
Pausch’s idea of education was to help students to be more
self-reflective, recognise their genuine abilities and flaws and
realise what impression they are making on others. One

problem he saw in the education system was that “there is too
much stroking and too little real feedback.” The stories about
how he inspired students throughout the years and also about
his unconventional teaching methods are riveting and
refreshing. He helped students to realise their dreams and they
are now paying it forward.

Towards the end of the book, Pausch summarises his
philosophy of life in chapters titled “Earnest Is Better Than Hip”,
“Don’t Complain, Just Work Harder”, “Don’t Obsess Over What
People Think”, and “Look for the Bestin Everybody”, etc. They
may sound like clichés on a greeting card, but Pausch tells heart-
warming and sometimes funny life stories that give these
homespun truths weight and substance. In the end, the
exhortations do not fall flat. And as Pausch puts it, “the reason
clichés are repeated so often is because they’re so often right on
the money.”

Throughout the book, what radiates from the narrative is
an amazingly upbeat spirit that evokes a sense of the celebration
of life. Here was a man who had everything to live for: a fulfilling
job, a loving marriage and three adorable children, the oldest
just turned six. And all of a sudden, he found himself confronting
his own mortality. Yet there was nothing maudlin or self-pitying
about Pausch. He didn’t see his struggle with pancreatic cancer
as unfair, just unlucky. He was even grateful for having advance
notice that he was dying, allowing him to prepare his family for
a life without him. In the “Final Remarks”, the book gives a
poignant account of how Pausch prepared keepsakes for the
children to remember him by—Ieaving letters, making videos,
giving them unforgettable experiences—while staring death in
the face. This book arose out of a father’s effort to preserve for
his children the stories and lessons that he held dear in his
heart—Iessons he would not be around long enough to teach
them in person as they tread through life.

Three months after the book was published, Randy Pausch
passed away. But to this day his legacy and inspiration live on.
In the end, what was meant as a life guide to his children has
touched people around the world.

The years teach much which the days never know.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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It was love at first sight.

Lilly, a six-year-old female pit bull
with a smooth brown coat and a white
patch on the chest, had lived with a family
with children and competed in weight pulling
competitions before she got lost and ended up
in the Animal Rescue League of Boston.
Given Lilly’s breed and age, she had
little hope of joining a new family.
Fortunately, only one month after
her stay in the shelter, a man
walked into her life.

David Lanteigne is a police officer in Boston. It was his
first day as a volunteer at the shelter. As he strolled past the
kennels, a dog with warm golden eyes caught his attention.
It was Lilly. As soon as he stopped at her crate, the dog
reached through the bars and gently pawed at his knee as if
to say, “I like you, bend down so we can sniff each other.”
Lanteigne did better. He took Lilly for a walk. Before they
went back to the shelter, Lanteigne realised he wanted to take
this dog home. Apparently, Lilly felt the same way. When
Lanteigne opened the boot of his car to get Lilly some dog
biscuits, she jumped inside and scurried to the back. Her
tongue flopped out of her mouth, offering Lanteigne a look
that said, “Take me home.” Sometimes a girl has to make the
first move.

Lanteigne adopted Lilly, but the dog spent most of her
time with his mother, Spain, to keep her company. When Spain
met Lilly, she petted her under the chin and scratched behind
her ears. Lilly flipped over onto her back with all four legs in
the air, praying for a belly rub, and as Spain obliged, the dog’s
eyes closed and made a contented grunt, as if to say “thank
you”. The pit bull’s friskiness, her frenzied tail wagging and
lavish kisses had an unexpected effect on Spain, who had been
struggling in the depths of depression, anxiety and alcoholism
for many years. Lilly became the centre of Spain’s universe.
She pampered the dog with daily walks and homemade meals.
Her drinking reduced drastically.

Spain and Lilly formed a close and strong bond over the
years. Little did Spain know that on a day when she got drunk
again, this dog with a gentle demeanor would lay down its life
for her.

In the wee hours of a day in May

2012, Lilly and Spain were walking

home from a friend’s house. The cool

night air was filled with the crisp scent

of flowers, but Spain was too drunk to

appreciate it. As the pair walked across the railway

tracks, Spain wobbled and fell unconscious onto

the tracks. For reasons unknown to man, Lilly sensed

disaster looming. She barked agitatedly in alarm, but

Spain did not wake up. The gallant dog sprang into

action. She grabbed one leg of Spain’s pants and

wriggled backwards, pulling her away from the

tracks with all her might, as though her previous weight-pull

training was preparation for this moment. The whooshing sound

of a train was audible now. In the nick of time, Lilly managed
to get Spain out of harm’s way, but it was too late for herself.

An animal control officer rushed Lilly to a nearby
emergency animal hospital where Lanteigne met them in the
parking lot. Lilly grinned and wagged her tail when she saw
Lanteigne, letting him know that she was all right. She managed
to survive after two surgeries that amputated her right front leg
and implanted steel plates in her left leg and fractured pelvis.

Thanks to her heroic deed, Lilly became an advocate for
pit bulls, helping to break the stigmas that had surrounded her
breed for years. She was kept busy by being the ambassador of
a fund created by Lanteigne to help other shelter dogs. On 9
November 2018, Lilly the hero pit bull was laid to rest at the
age of 15. “Her life represents the true devotion, companionship
and love an animal brings to our lives.” Lanteigne wrote on
Lilly’s Facebook page.

Dogs have a shorter lifespan than humans probably because
they already know how to live and love so they don’t have to
stay as long. They find bliss in the simplest of things—a belly
rub, a chase, a cuddle, an extra bowl of kibble. They are always
there for you, sharing your moments of happiness, licking off
your tears of sorrow, cuddling away your loneliness and
forgiving you easily for your mistakes. Their love is unconditional,
regardless of your physical appearance, religion, race, financial
status or abilities. And just by being what they are, our canine
companions can teach us life-altering lessons about unfailing
love, about happiness, about being present and about what it
means to be a good friend.

The man who makes no mistakes does not usually

make anything.

Edward John Phelps
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To lie, or to lay, that is the question. To lie means to
tell a falsehood. The past form is lied. Using to lie with
this meaning is less of a challenge. What gives us headaches
is the other meaning: to recline or to rest in a flat position,
which is similar to the verb lay: to put something in a
particular position or on a surface, often horizontally. Just
remember this: lay requires a direct object while lie does
not. So you lie down and take a rest (no direct object), but
you lay the coat on the chair (the coat is the direct object).
And then things go haywire, because the past tense of lie
with this meaning is lay and the past tense of lay is laid.
Their past participles are also a recipe for confusion. The
past participle of lie is lain: She has lain on the beach for
hours. The past participle of lay is laid: They have laid all
the cards on the table. People often become confused and
use laid as the past participle for both verbs.

A table might help clear the fog:

lie (say things that are not lied lied
true)
lie (be horizontal) lay lain
lay (put something down) laid laid
1 B CERa R Ay 2
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Economic and economical are both adjectives, yet with
quite distinct meanings. Economic refers to the science of
economics or the economy. There can be an economic
forecast, economic climate or economic policy. Economic
also means “making a profit, or likely to make a profit”: Ir
is no longer economic to operate the branch. Economical,
on the other hand, means “not wasting resources or money”’:
Our car is very economical on fuel. An interesting phrase is
being economical with the truth, which is a euphemism
for describing someone deliberately not telling the whole
truth about something: People tend to be economical with
the truth when it comes to filling out their online profile.

Evoke and invoke are similar verbs that are easy to mix
up. Evoke means “to call to mind such things as feelings,
memories, sympathy or imagery”: The watercolour painting
of the rural landscape evoked memories of her childhood.
The brutal attack evoked outrage across the country. While
evoke is usually passive and indirect, the action of invoking
is more purposefully active. If you invoke a law, a regulation
or a privilege, you use it as a reason for doing something or
to justify an action: The politician invoked a constitutional
provision to fend off challenges from his rivals. Invoke also
means “to conjure up something into existence”: Local
rituals that invoke ancestral spirits involve dancing and
chanting.
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Idioms are fabulous ... until they’re not. They have rich cultural connotations, evoking feelings and images in the reader. When

used correctly, these sayings can bring colour and vibrancy to our speech and writing. But when misused, they can be a faux pas that
results in miscommunication. Below are ten common idioms that are sometimes misused. Read carefully the following statements
and determine whether they are “True” or “False”. How many can you get right? Break a leg!

1.

If you cancelled plans with friends last 6. If the situation is a bed of roses, it is very
Sunday because you were under the pleasant.

weather, it means the weather on that day

was not cooperating. 7. 1If you tilt at windmills, you start a fight

with a friend.

If you are dressed up to the nines, you are

wearing fashionable clothes for a special 8. If you ask a friend to stop pulling your

occasion. leg, you are suggesting that he is a drag
on you.

If you have to face the music, it means
you can chill out. 9. If someone tells you to keep your hair on,
they want you to keep working hard.

If you put your cards on the table, you

finish playing a card game. 10. If you say someone has a chip on their
shoulder, it means that they are angry or

If something has gone down the pan, it upset because of feelings of inferiority or

has failed. grievance.

Please send your entry to the Editorial Board of Word Power, Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310,
High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong before 25 February 2021. Watch out for our coming
issue to see if you get all the answers right, and better still, if you are one of the lucky ten to win a prize. The Editorial Board
will have the final say on the answers.
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