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Everything begins with encounters. A storm occurs when
cold and warm air masses meet. New technologies and
innovation emerge as theory is combined with practice. Aesthetic
encounters awaken us to the boundless beauty around us, evoking
feelings of surprise, delight and wonder. The fabled meeting of
Paul McCartney and John Lennon in 1957 at a church féte kicked
off the most successful and influential band in music history.
You would not be reading this article had your parents not met
each other.

There is a famous Japanese saying about encounters:
“ichigoichie” ( —H#1—®r), which literally means “one life, one
encounter”. This concept comes from the famed tea master Sen
no Rikya (F#F/4K) in the 16™ century. His apprentice
Yamagami Soji (1L|_5% =) writes in his book Ten Rules for a
Tea Master: “Although it may be an ordinary tea gathering, from
the time you enter the roji until you leave you should give respect
to your host as though it were a meeting that could occur only
once.” The Japanese proverb encapsulates the philosophy that
every encounter should be cherished as a once-in-a-lifetime
occasion. Originating from tea ceremonies, this philosophy has
moved beyond its esoteric boundaries to penetrate everyday life
among Japanese. It has been at the root of the spirit of
impeccable Japanese hospitality—the way a salesperson
carefully wraps a gift, the pains taken by a chef in food plating
or the deep bows of company staff when greeting customers.

Interestingly, the subheading of the film Forrest Gump in
Japan s “ichigo ichie”. It might be a nod to Gump’s remarkable
encounters with an array of historical events and people. Or it
could well be in recognition of the fact that Gump manages to
live his life to the fullest despite his subnormal IQ. Gump is
always in the moment and goes one step at a time, which has
led to all sorts of accomplishments. With a simple mind and an
enormous heart, he strives to help every person he meets and
gives them his utmost presence and attention. Gump may have
never heard of “ichigo ichie”, yet his life is the epitome of its
underlying philosophy.

While being present comes easy for Forrest Gump, it
could be tricky for us. As we go about our busy days, we
inevitably have interactions with people we may never see
again. The old lady who sells you a newspaper. The woman
you speak to while waiting in line. The person with his golden
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retriever at the dog park. As we are preoccupied with our own
thoughts or business, they barely register on our radar.
However, if we realise the uniqueness of each encounter that
gives it weight and significance, it might be a bit easier to
muster the willpower to be kinder and more compassionate.
Dr Sandi Mann, a psychologist at the University of Central
Lancashire, embarked on a project to explore the phenomenon
of “paying it forward”—doing a good deed for someone, in
the hope that they will spread the goodwill. For two weeks,
she carried out her own “paying it forward” challenge, like
giving away free coffee, offering strangers an umbrella on a
rainy day, etc. Mann recorded the joy and embarrassments of
that journey in her book Paying It Forward: How One Cup of
Coffee Could Change the World. Yes, there were awkward
moments, but there were times when she genuinely made an
impact as well. She said, “When you know you’ve given
someone’s mood a lift and made a difference—there’s nothing
like it.”

To remain open and receptive to encounters that life has in
store may sometimes pay off handsomely. In a commencement
speech at Stanford University, Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple
Inc., reflected on the events that had shaped the trajectory of his
life. He recalled if he had not dropped in on a calligraphy course
in college, he would never have given the Mac its typefaces or
proportionally spaced fonts. He said, “Of course it was
impossible to connect the dots looking forward when I was in
college. ..you can only connect them looking backward.” Steve
Jobs brought artful computer typography to the masses,
revolutionising the landscape of the computer industry. Who
would have guessed that an encounter with calligraphy a decade
earlier would have played such a major role in making it happen?

We have met and will continue to meet scores of people
throughout our lives. Each encounter, however brief, makes us
learn a little bit about ourselves, grow a little more, and think a
little differently. We would not have come to where we are today
if it were not for the things that have happened thus far or for
the people whom we have met. Tomorrow is another day. By
accident or by design, there will be plenty of encounters ahead,
thus plenty of possibilities. Why not make someone’s day with
a smile, a compliment or a simple “Hello”? You never know
where it might lead.
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serendipity noun
/ seran’dipati/
[uncountable]

the fact of something interesting or pleasant happening
by chance

* Meeting her like that, and there of all places, was
true serendipity!

serendipitous adjective

/ seron'dipatos/

e serendipitous discoveries

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

: Serendipity, an enchanting word with a lovely sense
. of mystery, was voted the UK’s favourite in a 2000 poll,

" beating “Quidditch” from the Harry Potter series. In a
poll conducted by the British Council and in other similar
activities, “serendipity” has been listed among the most
beautiful words in the English language.

This beloved word was coined by English writer
Horace Walpole. An enthusiastic proponent of new words,
he is credited by the Oxford English Dictionary with
introducing over 200 words into the English language,
among them féte, nuance and souvenir. On 28 January
' 1754, Walpole wrote to Horace Mann, his long-time

diplomat friend, about a fortuitous discovery of a link -

between two noble families by investigating their coats of
‘arms in a-book of Venetian heraldry. Thrilled with this
unsought finding, Walpole described it as “of that kind
which I call Serendipity, a very expressive word”. Walpole

" . said he made the word with reference to a Persian fairy
~ strategy has been adopted. The title of the film has been
* translated into “‘Iﬁﬁﬁﬁ” (literally means the apple of -

tale called.“The Three Princes of Serendip”. -Serendip is

the ancient name for Sri Lanka. .The tale tells the story

of a king who sends his three sons on a journey of
education and adventure. The heroes in this story, he
wrote, “were always making discoveries, by accidents and
sagacity, of things they were not in quest of”. :

: According to The Travels and Adventures of

Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the
Sociology of Science written by Robert K. Merton and
Elinor Barber, the term “serendipity” languished in
- relative obscurlty unt11 the 20t century when 1t was used
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by Sir Isaac Newton, of penicillin by Sir- Alexander
Fleming, and of the Post-it Note by Arthur Fry. Since
then, “serendipity” has come into vogue.

As Walpole’s neologism gains widespread popularity,
the word has undergone subtle changes in its meaning. For
Walpole, serendipity meant the faculty of finding agreeable
things by accident and sagacity in a quest for something else.
For many, serendipity might simply mean a fortunate
accident. An online search reveals that the word has been
applied to a myriad of circumstances: a family situation
worked out in a way one had not planned; a series of happy
coincidences leading into someone’s path; a chance encounter
that has taken one’s business to the next level; or even a kiss
from someone unexpected. Sagacity—one facet of the
original definition which means the ability to make good
observation and judgement—is often out of the picture.

Despite its seeming debasement, serendipity remains
elusive and difficult to define. The complexity of the
connotations entailed by the word makes its translation a
tilt at windmills. A British translation company has
identified “serendipity” as one of the ten English words
hardest to translate. Take Serendipity, a 2001 romantic
comedy, as an example. Jonathan and Sara meet while
buying Christmas gifts for their respective partners. The

night of Christmas shopping turns into a quick courtship. - .

A firm believer in fate, Sara writes her contact number in
a book, and sells it to a second-hand bookstore; and

.Jonathan writes his number on a five dollar bill; which

Sara spends at a newsstand. ‘If they are destined to be
together, she says, each will find the item and contact the-

- other. The two new acquaintances then part from each

~ other. Will the universe work in their favour? No spoiler

. here.: The title Serendipity succinctly sums up the theme

of the film: fate and destiny. Since there is no equivalent -
_word for ¢ ‘serendipity” in Chinese, a free translation

my eye) in Hong Kong, “£ 4y R E” (literally means

decided by fate) in Mainland China, and “FBf -
£ (literally means American love'story) in Taiwan.

While rés_eé’rchiﬁg_ the etymoIogy'of ‘fs_érendipity”, I-
flipped open a book fetched at random from a colleague’s -

- bookshelf and on the page was the poem “Love at First

Sight” written by Nobel laureate Wislawa Szymborska.
Itis a captivating poem reﬂecting' on the enigmatic essence
of serendlpltous encounters. In the last stanza, it reads:

/i only a sequel, after all I and the book

No matter how brief an encounter you have with anybody,

you both change.

Carolyn Kizer



A%ﬁ L A7 sSEF A & LR K

HBCFIHER - M&T%@% B TP F AR (AR A
mr o A AR LT R B IR > A O A B A 22 AR IR
ﬁoﬁ%kﬁ%@%%ﬁaﬁ%k%&@m Ao A
i B AN Ao 53 B - BHSAnfarage sl - A0 2645 - 8
2 BEET AERE RS o fEE P aVER - BokR
KEZFH > HUERF M ARG AE f5 55 K ) 2 o

(Frofime FHER)

HHEF  EERAS
HE—AN ' FHbis o
U6 AR 0 RIS o
HREX RERE -
HE=A ' BlniFH o
5 ARE - BT, o

HRI S > 7R EzE > JRIRMA > P AME—
I8 S5 BRI IR o dbAT — K S e ) KR > ARW S
SR o NgE KRG AL o BHAWIME > GV
FEAE R W Vi B ) PR 3 - BTN - B —
SEAE AR

G

\ [&]5%&H4
BrEf K - BEER o
BRERBE B ELRRE o

FER S A B AHEARLE o
Fo B A S B FRERRAS o
EAARERE  RTAE R o

BH el LRARZERIES Bk > HER
e N DA 2 W > 0 v BB R (o 2= R A > R
B CEREEROH - BERFERE  HEFh s
BN R AE S TR E AL o FEEE
Ref] 8 - TN > BERBEIRASE - EHAR T F
O b —JERR S > B » B o B RIR
e Y AR A8 o

G ES Y

[(R1FE%

RBAEAILT A LK% 24 o
RAMERE N o

BAEES &M —REE-
MABHN TS EEBERASL -
A E AU

EREE 0 RALIE  BXEAME o

BEACETE — MRS T > FERBAYIG B AR INIE
ZE RIS A TR > D H A R B A Y S
BARAE— - TEEAEMMIEA R - R —E2F
TR o A BAER B A ~ Ik - I GHY 3 SRR E
B9 N JEBRAE R 2 B - i 7E 508 > BRERSE FR IR RS SR 1]
B o R KIMmE A HIARE

ANE& Ra#) A

1 (

)‘I'l h
C—HR B 36 09 A1)
FREE
S 73R AR 18 LK
ERRERNEFZ A
KRELEHT KRTALFH

RAeBHAIE — BB

oA Je AU — AR 4T
EAEARLEHHS

A THRZHE®T
KA A RAT A B E
FhRAYL  Fihmik

ARG F 0 AR F A
AR A AL R i
BERGHET —H
JRACH AR S A%
ARARG S

TEAERITR - AT P AR —HR o SRt Bl
ﬁlﬂé’]%‘%ﬁa‘?ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ&xﬁ P BRI > e A AT AE TR
A ABE T > BB T o A MR
WLﬁﬁm%i HRE > KB R R AR - 1
IR E > B2 R — BRI AR B T
HERIE - W82 > mRRA A CH— FBER L
TERE R G IE 2 Prilia R R4k B R o
wr NS o T GHIS E 5 & LAA g — Rl o BT EE
BIRZE ~ BAREG/NE ~ BRI ET 4 - ik Df s e i m
HMBHT LA > A GBS > fERE

io A B AR SR AR
k)

AT
WEMEFLKRST 0 BARHE
de— RS E
BAFF LT 6 F M

RAET M LA MRk
RR IR SR

LB By AR RN )N TR 6 TE R

??T‘*E

i — 8 H Ay T B AEA T F B AR

HIE R KARE

H AR A E NN g KR e Tk &

JFAB DL B8 AT L%@% N R THE
AR TE A > A A K ARG o R A T AL
FE > l1%aﬁ§>&ﬁ%%%ﬁ%oﬁﬁmm,&
T AR A RS /N fa o AR I AE KR ) /)N B B R LA
R > MG AT o B — R TAERIAE -

ARSEEE LS YO - ARLed) AR RS E) » ——
VIR 7 RAT I o i a LU AR AE AR B ) - AR
FA T IERNA FHERARE []*ﬁﬁﬂ”“&?ﬁﬁﬁfﬁgﬁiﬁﬂ
AL\E ?

1&@@%&%«*%%-%#&@%%&%



At some point in life—you don’t know where or when—
you would cross paths with an angel without knowing it.

For the blessed few, the angel would appear in his full
glory—dressed in a flowing and glowing robe hovering mid-air
with wings gently flapping. Such a graceful angel would often
greet his audience with “Do not be afraid, I ....” However, most
of the time for the lucky ones, the angel would travel incognito.
This angel would be disguised as an everyday person clad in
rags or in all splendour; young or old; low in status or someone
vested with might. Most importantly, angels do not meet you
at random; they are sent with a purpose to tell you something
important in life.

The chance meeting would leave a mark in your life so
deep and lasting that you wish you could turn back the clock
and freeze that precise moment so you could savour the twirls
of feeling and have a good look at the angel.

I am one of the lucky ones, and here is what I’'ve got to
share with you.

Approaching the end of my three-year bachelor’s degree
course in a university in Wales, I was in dire need to secure a
one-year pre-registration placement to ensure an award of
professional qualification. It was the early 90s; the United
Kingdom had just come out of Thatcher’s years as Prime Minister
and jobs were hard to come by. Unemployment rate, recession
and dole were the buzzwords. The country was knackered and
tumbling along like a battered boxer who had lost his will to
throw another punch—yvery much like the Iron Lady when she
stepped down from power.

The truth was, I had been looking around and knocking on
doors for a placement without success. I would travel long and
far to seek one, no matter how slim the chance was.

Atthat time I was staying with my uncle’s family in Merthyr
Tydfil, a small Welsh valley town that had definitely seen more
glorious days and about 20 miles from the Welsh capital
Cardiff—a city nestled snugly at the southwestern coast of the
United Kingdom. My uncle was a man of literary taste who
read extensively on Chinese literature. He was a notable
journalist who wrote travel journals for magazines before settling
down in his 30s as a cook of a Chinese restaurant to raise his
burgeoning family. He took care of me when I travelled over
from Hong Kong to pursue my studies. We grew to be good

Aerry Such Dy’

Kevin Lam
Department of Health

companions and would chat away the nights on Chinese war
history and Chinese literature masterpieces. Despite our
differences in reading taste, we forged a strong bond of
brotherhood owing to our love of books. Perhaps he mistook
me for a knowledgeable Chinese scholar, but then again, I
suppose he had no one to share his literary musings and travel
adventures with. And if nothing else, I have a good pair of
listening ears.

It was a cold winter day, and I travelled up north to Hull
by train for a job interview. After spending a large part of my
day there, I journeyed back via Sheffield and Bristol. In those
days, the railway was the nation’s Achilles’ heel. The journey
was rough with long delays and miserable wait on platforms
(not to mention the bitterness engendered by the less-than-perfect
interview), and by the time I reached Cardiff, I had missed my
last connecting train back to Merthyr Tydfil. It was after 10 pm
and I was stranded in cold, rain and abysmal darkness. Out of
sorts, I called my uncle from a phone booth, and he replied with
all the willingness and alacrity in the world! I knew my uncle
hated driving down to Cardiff at night, as the A470 carriageway
was winding and small animals would sometimes be spotted
along it. But he arrived in about an hour and picked me up. It
had been a long time since I felt this great. He offered me a
quick assuring smile and I mumbled through numbed lips, “Sorry
for having troubled you....”

We were home well after midnight. Seeing my obvious
pallor, he made me a cup of tea. I cupped it in my hands with
all thankfulness; the tea warmed and soothed my body. My heart
was warmer still. That night I understood what compassion was
about—I saw it play out in front of my eyes! Although it was
a cold day, and an even colder night, it was not the cold that
etched in my memory, it was the warmth of that day—the warmth
my uncle offered and I felt then. It was a warm day of many
such days.

My uncle passed away almost exactly eight years ago to
this day. He left us in great haste to return to heaven, leaving us
in grief and pain. Maybe he had told us all the important things
he had to tell. He might not look like a typical angel, with his
iconic unkempt hair and booming laughter, but I am certain I
have crossed paths with one.

And Heaven knows, my uncle might have wings now! A
proper Angel!

Reading is a rendezvous with your soul.

Jeanette Winterson
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The following winners will be notified individually by post:

1. Y (Why) 6. Pushit : - —
2. Longtimenosea(ses) 7. The ground Cheng Cheuk-hin Civil Engmeerllng and Develop.ment Department
. Sharon Lee Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
3. Salad dressing 8. I-C-U .
i Debby Ho Judiciary
4. Nothing 9. Incorrectly ' Tam Wai-han Leisure and Cultural Services Department
5. Meat 10. The Amazon River Tsang Wing-ying Legal Aid Department
ORI AR YW Prof. Jason Gleckman  Hon Chinese Adviser Prof. Fan Sin-piu ~ Hon English Adviser Prof. Jason Gleckman
W HBE S ZH Mkt AT 2SR Lt Chairman ~ Mr Tin Kai-yin Member  Ms Gladys Ng Executive Editor ~ Ms Michelle Lau
ZH BRI ZH RubiL L LB e SR Member ~ MrReubenLeung ~ Member ~ Ms Cynthia Yue Assistant Editor ~ Miss Lau Yuen-ying
ZH WEELL ZH RS Member ~ Ms Teresa Chan Member  Mr Andy Ng
ZH XFB 4L ZH R Member Ms Shirley Man Member ~ Mr Tim Cheung
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Word Power is also uploaded to the webpage of the Civil Service Bureau (http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestions about this publication, please write
to the Editorial Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csbolrs @csb.gov.hk).
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