OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

One minute before the final whistle blew and cheers and
roars erupted in the National Stadium, San José, Costa Rica.
Kendall Watson, the Costa Rica defender, had just scored an
equaliser against Honduras during the injury time. “El Mundial,
el Mundial, el Mundial”” the TV commentator repeated the
Spanish word meaning “the World Cup” in an excited voice as
the hero player ran towards the fans, who were dancing and
chanting in the spectator stands. Costa Rica only needed one
point to be certain of finishing in the top three of their qualifying
group, and the timely goal booked their ticket to Russia, host of
the 2018 FIFA World Cup.

The next day—an idyllic warm Sunday—the joy swept
into Alexandria. The Egypt national team was poised to meet
Congo at Borg El Arab Stadium. The game started with an attack
by Egyptian winger Ramadan Sobhi, who dribbled more than
once past the guest team’s defenders but to no avail. In the second
half, each team scored a goal. The clock was ticking. Egypt was
more determined than ever to win. The chance finally came,
again at the last minute of the match. The striker Mohamed Salah
calmly converted a stoppage-time penalty into three points and
secured a place for his country in the World Cup for the first
time in 28 years. After the game, Salah, carried aloft by his
teammates, looked up at the sky in a pose of gladiatorial triumph.
Fans then poured out onto the streets of Cairo and an army
helicopter dropped hundreds of Egyptian flags from the air. It
was 8 October 2017, a day the Egyptians would never forget.

On Monday, on the cusp of the Arctic Circle, the Iceland
national team flexed their muscles. In the match against Kosovo,
Iceland’s Sigurdsson calmed his side’s nerves by firing a half-
time opener before teammate Gudmundsson wrapped up victory
in the second half. History was made as Iceland, with a
population fewer than half a million, headed to their first World
Cup. As soon as the game was over, fireworks exploded over
the National Stadium in Reykjavik, lighting up the northern dark
sky. On the pitch, the team captain and players joined the crowd
in the traditional Viking thunderclap, which rocked not only the
stadium but also the whole world. Rain was pouring down, but
nothing could dampen the Icelanders’ spirits.

The joy continued. Back in Central
America, having safely punched its ticket to the
World Cup, Costa Rica pitched against Panama.
This time, luck was on Panama’s side. In the
first half, Costa Rica took the lead by one goal.
The equaliser, a most controversial one, came
in the 53" minute. Flying into the box from a
corner, the ball hit the post and then rested on
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the goal line after bouncing off a Panama striker’s shoulder. The
striker tried to get the ball across the line, but a Costa Rica
defender kicked it off seemingly just in time. Nevertheless,
Panama was awarded the goal. Replays, however, showed that
the ball had never crossed the line. Thanks largely to this
“phantom goal”, Panama sealed their qualification for the World
Cup for the first time after making another score in the 88"
minute. To celebrate such an incredible victory, the President
of Panama immediately declared the next day a national holiday.

Meanwhile, Argentina put their fans through

anguish on their way to secure a berth in Russia.

The two-time World Cup champion, so troubled

for so long, desperately needed a win to avoid

missing out on the finals. In the thin air of the

Andes, Lionel Messi’s stunning hat tricks finally

lifted Argentina into the World Cup. In the 11"

minute, the Argentine saviour latched onto a pass

from a teammate and sent the ball into the net

from close range. In the 19", he drove the ball

into the top corner from 15 yards. His third goal

came in the 62" after he delivered an impeccable 18-yard shot,

with the ball floating just over the fingers of the Ecuador keeper.

It looked easy for Messi. In fact it wasn’t, particularly after

Ecuador took a 1-0 lead in the first minute. But he made it. In
a country where football is a religion, no wonder he

is worshipped as a god.

In Europe, the superpowers breezed into the
finals without a hiccup: Spain, Germany and England
all chalked up victories. Germany, the defending
world champion, did not even drop one point. Neither
did France nor Portugal let their fans down. They lost
only once. Asian teams from Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Japan, Korea Republic and Australia were all in.

The World Cup is the most-watched sporting event around
the globe. Every four years, billions of television viewers tune
in to the tournament. Why are people so fervent about it? Yes,
football is a global game. Yes, it is a universal language. But for
those celebrating in the streets of San José, Cairo and Reykjavik,
the World Cup carries a more significant meaning. Costa Ricans
burst with joy, Egyptians flooded into the streets, and Icelanders
roared in unison not because they expected to win the World
Cup, but because they were proud of their team for achieving
something so rare and so great.

The final game of the 2018 World Cup is scheduled for 15
July. And the champion is ....
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Do you know the difference between regretful and
regrettable? If you are regretful, you feel sorry or disappointed:
Mary gave a regretful sigh. Surprisingly, he didn’t sound
regretful about what he had done. The adverb of regretful is
regretfully: George shook his head regretfully. Regretfully,
John acknowledged the mistake he made. If you describe
something as regrettable, you think that it is bad and that it
should not happen or have happened: It’s regrettable that Peter
was not offered the job. This was a very regrettable mistake.
The adverb of regrettable is regrettably, meaning “it is a
shame that”: Regrettably, he will never come back to us.

Last has three meanings: “final”, “previous” and “most
recent”. It is important to use the word in a way that doesn’t
confuse people which of these meanings you intend. For
example, if you say The last time I saw her, she was in a bad
mood. Last here could either mean “the most recent time”,
or “the final time” if she has died. Look at this sentence: In
the last chapter of the book, the heroine drowned her
boyfriend in the pool. Does it mean “the previous chapter”

r “the closing chapter”? Usually the context tells the
meaning. But if it doesn’t, rewrite the sentence.

Do you use a singular verb or a plural verb after either?
When it is the subject of a clause, use a singular verb: “Should
I use a pencil or a ball pen?” “Either is acceptable.” But
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when either is followed by or, use a singular verb if a singular
noun comes second: Either Mina or Kate is capable of
handling this enquiry. When a plural noun comes second,
then use a plural verb: Peter thinks that either John or his
[riends are bright enough to solve this problem. Some people,
however, are of the view that when the either...or
structure is used to refer to a man and a woman, or

a boy and a girl, it is neater to use a plural verb and

the plural pronoun they afterwards, in preference to

the long-winded he or she: If either Allen or Cecilia

comes, they will bring us a gift.

Free is both an adjective and adverb. When it
is used as an adverb, it means “without payment”
(You can get advice free from the local library)
or “not fixed or held in a particular place or
position” (The ropes are hanging free over
there). Otherwise, free is only an
adjective, meaning “not restricted,
controlled or limited by rules, customs
or other people”: We had a free and
open discussion about the proposal.

And the adverb is freely: Stephen
shared his ideas freely with anyone

interested.
4. B “DIREE"EBRE“DIRER” ?

o EMREERZE DRSS EEERER
T~ JREBIAE DA G R B 1 O -

5. [ “HBBAERTCELCEL AN ?

% v IERER TR CES M R AT R

BRG] BAHEEER -
6. M : “SEANMIE R EAMMmE" ?

B CETRECRT o T By AR TR BT A 8
g7 WHECET R CKTMEE > Flan
“E*’“”’@"E“% Ko JEA LB AR ey
5IE %E i

A %LTE“%E”?EVE‘E” ST
%%%“jt” MR - ZHTE” 541 > RRL
ZWER T EANT ARk CSRANT > Nt
A E B AN o



S RAARAFRE H I H T S £
TRVEVEIL T IR o BL= 6 A — R
HIEG - BUESOBILE L EHE T2 - [ i)y
T - GLBEHT R P - RACR R A 0
S0 T R BRI 4 B < IR0 K 5 - A OB
LI /INT - L 3P  ( FZ242 0  %
RSN i - A BT B AR R
SRR 2 K L -

YA R R 7 o AT B 02 4 i
(A - RLAHIMEEDE ) PR K2 |- AL E
U (R TSP S0 MR 2 - (LS L9 KA T
TR AT R AT B 2 i PR 4
LR E - O LA A - 07 R 2 - ETIR 1
AR AT < SATT » 2 KA S - IR SR
S 7 s IR 9 AL~ A 0/ S HE R
4 NIRRT S (L3 H 25 7 - BEHO ST A -

N2 3 T o IR AR IE 3 Ty AR A S A Y
—HRAERMR = =W W > A fE BEELB R B9 A M
o MEEWTABZEBNARER  wE AR

K BERE > <145 BRAB A Iy 14 19
K o FRATARLE R ELAEAR - 6 (0
MR RN Z - AT ER
A0 A )~ S i R T Y
JAE AL o o A R AR
2 B A > I s s
TERMMER VL > 1855 A
FAT T R JRAEAE 8O
ORETE - A AT Y SR R
L=RC3 S LUR: ARNE Ao
MR A A7 = = 19 ORI
RAG - IR BAAE 22 35
rA i L o
TE i EEY - A
PIARZ A EAMNER
o AR K R >
JRAE A R > B8 A — R
BT RNREAR B
TRTEHIBE RV 1 b o W - 32 AT FF 2 /N BERN AR 2 3%
b A BB SETEAF Bk o o IREEIRK > a3
TR AR > S RAZILRITIL - R TET > LEAS
ERRRE S PR -

)2 &
B AP e

RE AR T A2 RER T EYE - 1 AR ST
o [RS8 1 - B AR H A SR AL
> HROR G S WIS AR L 4T o Ty
HOvE 7R85 [ IR SR A 5 ey 5 5 10 1 DA AR A B
TEERE—E > ARRARE < skl - k=R
S~ PR A o M R AR R A > )
AN RRE - A TA o Jork RN Hk
— VSR > PPERLG o WROE R SRR AR

SEAEM L R T > 4075 O 2K (A A
S REREEESE A ATBEN ) o B A i 18 A
Wy /MR B AR AT T - SRR AT
S TR I O AR BRI AL ) — AR
5 o AT DS RO IS IR 0 AE P
TR 11— 15 2 S I 2 e 5 LI 2 AR 7 e —
R ICAC S 45 T RAY AT IDRRAE o (MU |17
B WL {80 2 5 RS 09 5 9 A B
feie -

AL K %
SUF /N A
ASEE i 88
1 B 41 » 4888
1E G 185 I 57
B R R
WOl AR A
iF 1 e 2
fE o 4R B I
7 A~ g
61 B 55 8 1 2
L ) PR B
BT |+
AR i 7 0 98 12
5L R R o
97 5 0 A
A 1] 7 0 5 £
Vo UBIEIEH T o £ ERAS BT B
s N TR SR s
ENR T TTINT T RS 1N BT PN
B o 5 RAT 1A B T o (LB S 0 AR
TR < SR > WK% » KRR - 4 K E T
1)+ ELROACE RABI 2



HRARAR - ROKIKEE o /N5 AL
A o B A PEAEEL o HH IR ST o T B A T A Y
RCIT Al A B o HESEON > (A AR R R > —
A R BEAR [ B BN AL /N BS IR R o
PEEG BRATALIE SR > M2 18 % B > 1 45 02 2R g
BHARY B o W 5 A AT o TR S AR
DAREEN TR EEME OET > WAz
IR -

28 A ] /N TR DM B AR AR A% o At
E/NEE SRR AR R I SOBLUN B AR B
T el R > RS TE S AR RE L Bl o A Wl
s B S SR I > IS T A5 i BE B A ARBRAE o T A
% OB ET . ARG S B A
WZER o AKX > ACBLR /N 7 RERTEE AR R AR AT
JBE 2 AR B AE ¢ CRDRLE SR o 7 AT ] IRE
e th A SRR

TR TR o R BT
T o M AT AR - SR - KA % (S
A i 75 - AR BLIRAT - RS T I
Kol A o FROA B - (A % 6 R 1
TIOR8 L
- (A2 - AR Lo 4
RN - AT
B o A H PR -
AR 30 - A
8 £ 5 > — T
T A TR -
B S AT
0 K o 4
R -

R T -
S48 A - 0 B
- WA 55 o AE A A5
IR SR cCPIl SN
B {5 (LU L o - 5
T A B B A6 S
i o fERE R - K G T 0T B
L 1 AT 7 0 ] - B R  (a ©
DAt FR AT T o NI F Rty
BOAT - WRUR A T B JELE U -
T IR AP Y - K T
HEXE AT T

B /N R 0 T 6D o MRE | R 8
T o QIR GUSEAT /N TR SR - 17 2
e VRN AL 2 T LA D S

o o i B F R T

B i1y SR Ms

Wy > (S B IR

CHETHIIHEA R > FH

BN - A E T

B UBIIER o WEER - BRNFWAEES
W kW BB BLUDHET o &E > D
W TN BIK - WERKRET BT EATE
T o FERFEFERRET R o NV 3 AR b
— 3 fE E R o KOR —F/EETRM > MBKET
W RGN E

PLFE i R A5 o NV B4 N I RIE R E A4
REM A AT E o RELDE| T o BeEMNA > EIR
I HEGNER - BIIRR - JUEE B E
ZEF > el R R R GE > £
WENGEEPEE L6 NEEE R
T DT 8 A A TS EE > U
BH -

R BME #2437 B > TN SR AR > AR R
AR ER L AL B E A T - BI=E
S T AR T A E T R W A o

YAk & AT RESR W00 > AR B W > /)
AWy o B T = HEFERAE
Fide /207 # T RN WE N A - i BB

TH - BRNAEN RAHAARES
ZF & AL A B/ R IR RS B
A EIL BT P RO AR B
PIE SR > MR IEAR AT > JEAR /D
A B P B2 - i R E
ZERFEN R AFAL)

=W NG e

BRI R

FE# A5 - o B T

S TR Lt

FE o O IR R R AR

E IR IR A - R AR IR

BN - R SR R CURIKET) o R AR

BB AR 5 AP ENE R > R RKIT) 20 RN 1

th o A R R AR T SR AERE - AT

RRFE - HRRCKAKD - FARBIS - Tl
— o NEENEE - & R EE -

EBIE  EANEM NI A b

BN AT AHEA - 7B T AL (B B 15

FIAL - A5 -



Competition is a natural thing. It allows us to satisfy our desire to excel, and provides impetus to improve our
performance. When we compete, we always want to win. But is winning so important to us? To find out more about our
need to compete and win, read the following passage and fill in the blanks with words that best complete the sentences.
The first letter of each word has been given to you.

________ to compete. At one point or another in our life, we probably have
______ in some kind of competition. If we win a competition, we will feel good and give ourselves a (3) p_ _
on the back. While (4)d_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ the mindset of people who always need to keep up with the Joneses, many of

us don’t want to fall behind the (5) p_ _ _, and even (6) s

Please send your entry to the Editorial Board of Word Power, Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310,
High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong before 17 August 2018. Watch out for our coming
issue to see if you get all the answers right, and better still, if you are one of the lucky five to win a prize. The Editorial Board
will have the final say on the answers.
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