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From RoboticS¥o Wizard

Long queues are formed at the entrance of a cavernous
hall where a humanoid robot with an angelic face announces
in a sweet female voice: “Ladies and gentlemen, welcome
to the Robot Expo 2040. Our products range from domestic
helpers to bodyguards, and are all implanted with artificial
intelligence. With them, you can enjoy endless hassle-
free days. Come and have a look. I'm sure you will find
something to take home.”

Will robots really be able to think
and act like humans in the future, as
depicted above? Although no one can
answer this question with confidence,
everything is possible with boundless
imagination, particularly in the movie
world. In the Star Wars saga, androids
or robots are ubiquitous in people’s
everyday lives. The mischievous R2-
D2 and the witty C-3PO possess
artificial intelligence and help Luke
Skywalker, a Jedi knight, defeat the
evil Galactic Empire.

Science-fiction movies open our mind to a world of
possibilities, and offer researchers food for thought. With
scientists’ ingenuity and relentless efforts, many innovative
ideas that first appeared in movies have become a reality.
Now, robotic arms perform surgery; surveillance robots
dispose of bombs; and domestic robots vacuum the floor. Pet
robots that can walk, sit, jump and react like real pets offer
comfort and companionship to many hobbyists. It is true that
robots today are still not as versatile or intelligent as R2-D2
and C-3PO. But with a creative mind, we will come up with
much more advanced models one day.

Human beings are natural explorers, always dreaming
of exploring uncharted territories. Most of us have never
left the Earth and do not know how it feels to walk in outer
space. But we can experience it vicariously in 2001: A Space
Odyssey, a classic space movie released in 1968. The story
spans a period of time from millions of years ago to 2001,
featuring people travelling from the Earth to the Moon and
stars; spaceships plying the sky; astronauts working at a
lunar settlement; and a nuclear-powered spacecraft setting

off for Jupiter. What a fantastic world!

The year 2001 is now already in the past, yet many
of the fictional things portrayed in the film have not been
realised. We have only been to the Moon, and Jupiter is

still beyond our reach. Nevertheless, we took one giant leap
forward when unmanned spacecraft successfully landed on
Mars. Blessed with blue-sky thinking, human beings will
definitely find a way to the Red Planet. As long as we dare to

think big, setting foot on Mars and sending ordinary people
into space every day will not be an unattainable wish.

Travelling around the universe is still a faraway
dream today. But perhaps, in J.K. Rowling’s world, it is
nothing technical or arduous; simply a swift ride on a flying
broomstick will do. Her kingdom of wizards, goblins and
magical creatures in the Harry Potter series captivates the
whole world, giving her young readers a break from the
monotony of their daily lives and
allowing them to embellish this
fantasy with their own imagination.
The adventures at Hogwarts, the
difference between Muggles and
wizards, and the battle between Harry
Potter and Voldemort offer them an
escape from adolescent reality. When
watching the Hogwarts Express
pull away from Platform Nine and
Three-Quarters for the last time,
many teenagers who grew up with
Harry Potter knew that it was time to say good-bye to their
childhood, happily believing that good always rises above
evil. The impact of a compelling story is beyond words.

Imagination knows no bounds. In The Lord of the
Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien spins a timeless epic of fraternity,
love and heroism. Unrivalled in its poetic description of
adventures and fantasies, the trilogy has touched the hearts
of young and old alike. With impeccable skill and ingenuity,
Tolkien vividly narrates how young
hobbit Frodo Baggins overcomes
seemingly insurmountable obstacles
in his journey across Middle-earth
to the Cracks of Doom to destroy
the Ring. The message is clear:
with determination and courage,
even ordinary people can shine ©
as beacons of hope in times of EN
crisis. Tolkien’s amazing character
sketches and detailed portrayal of an imaginary world order
pull readers into a realm of otherworldliness. He powerfully
engages them in the story, weaving narratives that are both
stunning and groundbreaking.

Creativity is not necessarily a special gift from the
Creator. We all have some ideas in our minds, be they
crazy or strange. Sadly, they are often drowned out by the
“musts” and “shoulds” in this reason-oriented world. We all
can unleash our inner potential through trying new things,
learning and growing, and give our ideas a go. Our minds,
when exposed to fresh experiences, awaken.
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Time for a mind game. Can you
connect the nine dots on the left by
drawing four straight lines without
lifting the pencil? You’ve got one
minute... Okay, did you make it?
Do you need any hints? Did you
move your pencil within the array
of dots only? Did you focus on
the imaginary boundary of the box formed by the dots?

If you go beyond this boundary, you are getting close to
the answer. (Find the answer at the bottom of page 3.)
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The game mirrors our mind process. Our thinking is
sometimes restricted, as if we were caged in a dark, stuffy
box, seeing nothing but stone-cold walls. Whichever
direction we go, we bump into the walls and cannot find
a way out. What limits our thinking? What are these
mental walls? Our usual reasoning habits, conventional
paradigms of thinking, long-held beliefs, lopsided
perceptions, just to name a few. Breaking down these
walls allows us to view things from a completely new
perspective. When we think outside the box, we are free
to see new possibilities. That is where creativity begins.

Come on, step out of the box and you will see how
big the world is.
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One hour before midnight. You pick up
your smartphone and command your voice-
activated virtual assistant to wake you up at
six-thirty for an important business e-meeting.

You arrive at the office at seven-thirty
and instinctively punch a few keys on your
desktop. Not really for work, but just a quick
browse through some online journals to get
you connected with the world. It is eight-
thirty. You sit in the conference room, expected to present
an efficiency enhancement proposal to the company’s
directors in different cities in an hour’s time. You go over
the data and notes you have prepared the night before,
praying that things will not be screwed up, while sipping a
cup of espresso to keep your mind fresh and awake.

Nine-thirty. The meeting starts. You address the
directors through Voice Over Internet Protocol, a software
package that allows the participants to speak to and see
each other on computer screens. To further elaborate
your points, you draw graphs and charts on the virtual
whiteboard. Exhausted but relieved, you step out of the
conference room two hours later and find that you have
received ten messages via WhatsApp, a popular app
permitting smartphone users to send unlimited messages.
Twelve forty-five. Your stomach is making noises.
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morning, you want to have a sumptuous

@“ meal in a nice restaurant where you can have
a quiet moment on your own. You order your
favourite pan-fried black cod served with
rosemary sauce, and a slice of chocolate
cake. While waiting for the food to come,
you listen to Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata
and read James Joyce’s Dubliners on your
tablet to unwind your strained nerves.

The clock hits seven and it is time to knock off.
On your way home, a pop-up message appears on
your smartphone screen, prompting you to pay the
outstanding bills online. With all your business done,
your best friend calls, asking you to have a chat on
Skype after dinner. Wanting a good laugh before
tucking yourself in, you watch a comedy downloaded
from an entertainment site by connecting your tablet to
your LED TV.

Thanks to the ingenious minds, today many people
like you can enjoy the fun and convenience brought by
web-based devices. Imagine if one day you were not
allowed to use them, and that if you did, you would be
fined. How would you react? Most probably you would
say “No way” or “I would rather be fined”.

Curiosity about life in all of its aspects, I think, is still the secret

of great creative people.

Solution of the

Leo Burnett

X

nine-dot puzzle:
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One evening, a storm drummed the city. Undisturbed
by the patter of rain and the rumbling of thunder, John, a
skinny little creature with hollow eyes, was engrossed in his
drawing in the sitting room while his mother Emily prepared
dinner in the kitchen. Unlike other children at the age of six,
John was locked up in his own
world and rarely spoke.

The dinner was ready. Emily
patted John’s tiny shoulder,
signalling to him that it was time to
have his meal. John did not respond.
Seeing a stack of building blocks
precariously piled on his desk, she
quickly picked them up. John cried
and yelled. Trying to comfort him,
she held him tight in her arms, but it
did not work. He yelled even louder.
She gave in and put the building
blocks back on the desk. John was
quiet again.

“How’s John been doing, Mrs Chan?” asked Dr
Richardson.

“Not much progress. He still doesn’t speak much and
only likes drawing.”

“What does he draw?”’

“I don’t know. I’ve never looked at what he draws
seriously,” answered Emily.

On his way back home after seeing the doctor, John
stopped in front of a stationery shop, his eyes fixed on a box
of crayons displayed in the shop window.

“Do you want to buy them?”” asked Emily.

As usual, there was no response. Haunted by John’s
unpredictable tantrums, Emily quickly went inside and
bought the box of crayons for her son.

The summer day dawned hot. While John was taking
a nap, Emily casually flipped through his works by his
bedside. One picture caught her eyes. It was filled with
colourful balloons — crimson, silver, champagne, magenta
and many more. Close to tears, she gazed at John’s innocent
face and stroked his sleek hair, feeling happy that her lonely
son had created a colourful world for himself.

Another year passed. Nothing changed. But now Emily
liked to sit next to John and watch him attentively whenever
she had a break from her hectic chores. Not particularly
interested in what he drew, she only wanted to get close to
her son and have a peaceful moment with him.

John went to a special school. One day, his teacher
called, telling Emily that John had been acting very strangely
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lately. During the classes, he refused to do anything and just
stood in a corner, looking out into the street. Without any
clue of what had happened to her son, Emily was worried.
Realising that it was a big leap backward from the small step
John had taken forward, she sank into despair.

That day after school, Emily
got John to sit down in his hippo
chair and asked him why he did not
listen to his teacher. John’s hollow
eyes under his glasses did not tell
anything. Frustrated and anxious,
Emily left John in the sitting room
and went to prepare lunch. Her
heart jumped as she walked out of
the kitchen. John had disappeared.
After searching the whole flat,
the desperate
mother sat on
the floor, crying
uncontrollably.
Suddenly, John,
with a sullen
face, emerged
from the small
cupboard outside
the kitchen and
walked straight to
his desk to pick
up the residue of

ared crayon.

“You’ve been so unhappy lately because you’ve used
up the colour red?” asked Emily tenderly while wiping her
eyes.

It was the Open Day at John’s school. A crowd of
people in front of a display board were marvelling at the
beauty of a drawing in which star clusters scattered across
a purplish Milky Way. Like tantalising cosmic jewels, the
clusters in different colours — pinkish red, greenish blue and
bright orange — formed the shape of a unicorn with its sharp
horn pointing to a bright yellow crescent moon. Showers of
asteroids with bluish or greenish long tails hurtled across the
galaxy. Emily was among the crowd. When she saw John’s
name below the picture, she covered her trembling lips, not
believing that it was her son’s work.

That afternoon, Emily sat contentedly in John’s hippo
chair, perusing his drawings — a white shirt with crayon
stains, a broken glass, a crying boy in a classroom, and many
more. Tears welled in her reddened eyes when she saw one
portrait of a short-haired woman sobbing on the floor. Emily
dashed into John’s bedroom and found him sitting there,
drawing something. She hugged and kissed him, pointing
at the picture and asking emotionally, “Son, you’re always
talking to me, aren’t you?”’ John did not answer but wrapped
his small arms around his mother’s waist.
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An essential aspect of creativity is not being afraid to fail.
Edwin Land Q
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“Welcome on board. You are in a time machine and
we are going to whisk you away to our first destination,
ancient Greece, to attend a lecture. Please fasten your seat
belts. The time tunnel is a bit jammed today, and we will
pass through strong light currents. We are taking off in a
second. Enjoy your journey!”

In a blink, the time machine
disappears in a long dark narrow
tunnel. After a brief bumpy ride,
the time travellers find themselves
inside a lecture hall where a red-
cloaked man wearing a white
beard is talking to a group of
people. Like students who are late
for class, the travellers quickly
take a seat at the back of the hall
and gently tap their eyelids to turn
on their built-in image recorders
to videotape the lecture.

The bearded man says, “It
is our dream to live happily in a
perfect society where every citizen has wisdom, courage
and temperance. How can we build such a community?”

A young man replies, “Through education, Master.
Everyone has a chance to be groomed into a good fellow
with strong confidence.”

Another man adds, “And that confidence will produce
an all-round individual with a true sense of worth that will
help him to stand up for justice and righteousness, and to
serve the community with self-devotion.”

The bearded man says, “This group of people will
become the leaders of the community whose wisdom and
benevolence will help root out poverty and starvation by
even distribution of resources.”

“Who’s the bearded man?” asks one of the time
travellers.

The tourist guide explains, “He is the famous Greek
philosopher Plato, whose educational and philosophical
theories still influence many people today. He wants
to build up an ideal city in which everyone lives a
comfortable, though not luxurious life. That’s all for
Plato. Let’s go to the year 1945 — the most significant
twelve months of the 20th century that shook the world
and changed it forever.”

The time machine is hovering over a city where
a gigantic mushroom cloud is spreading. The city has
been blasted out. Its factories have been gutted, hospitals
shattered, railways ripped up and highways cratered. With
bloodstained faces and scorched limbs, the survivors are
fleeing for their lives. A panic-stricken boy whose clothes
are in tatters is crying on the roadside, looking in all
directions to find his parents. Looking down through a
transparent cylinder tube from above, the time travellers
can still feel the visceral horror of war. Trembling with
fear, they can no longer act like distant observers and
tears trickle down their faces.

=

The School of A

thens by Raphael

“The year 1945 was a turning point in history,
the end of the deadliest human catastrophe in the 20th
century, and also the time when victory came at the cost
of over sixty million people’s lives. It was the Second
World War. Let’s leave this living hell and go to the year

2445 to find our dream world,”
says the tourist guide.

The time machine lands in
a beautiful lush green metropolis
where everything is pristine
clean. The time travellers feel
so close to the sky that they can
almost touch the drifting clouds.
Like flocks of migrating birds,
scores of commuters wearing
jet-driven shoes dart above their
heads. Low-rise buildings with
turfed rooftops along a blue river
are surrounded by beds and beds
of purple flowers of an unknown
species which give out a light
sweet scent in the warm breeze.
With a genial smile on their faces, everyone looks very
happy and friendly. Perfect people and perfect weather in
a perfect world!

The tour guide says, “We have come to the Utopian
Republic, the most ideal community human beings have
ever lived in. About a century ago from now, humans
were almost wiped out in a war of an unprecedented
scale. Wanting no more blood and carnage, the tormented
survivors had to figure out what world they wanted to
live in. To secure a long-lasting peace, they vowed not
to repeat the same mistakes and agreed to implant a ‘no-
hate’ chip under their skin. Since then, peace has been
restored and all people live in harmony regardless of
colour, race and religion.”

“Ladies and gentlemen, our journey ends here.
Thank you for travelling with the Cosmos Inter-space
Travel Agency. Let’s go back to the time we came
from.” Before leaving such an idyllic setting, the time
travellers look back wistfully and see a sombre message
flying across the sky that reads: “We fight wars for
peace; yet in war, we lose everything”.
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curiosity, please read the following passage and fill in the blanks with words given in the box below:

Things are not invented or discovered purely by

(M . It all starts with a curious mind.

What is curiosity? Some may define it as “an eager desire to
see or learn something that is new or unknown’. Curiosity, a

for inquisitiveness, is an

(3) quality. Human beings, both

and adults, are naturally

curious. With a keen interest in what happens around

- them, curious people always like to ask questions, such as

“Why was that?”, “Who made this?”and “Can we do it?"

Seeing the hull and (5)

of a ship disappear at different times over the

" horizon prompted people centuries ago to dispel the

(6) that the Earth was flat; an

*apple falling from a tree helped Isaac Newton discover

the law of (7)
(8)

idea of transmitting light

in optical fibres for communication has brought the .

(9)
a great (10)

into existence. Curiosity is

to explore the (11) world and

venture into new waters. Never satisfied with what they

know, human beings dare to (12)

the existing beliefs. This in turn helps push forward the

development of human civilisation.

, and Charles Kao’s *

, driving people

mast silly accident child relativity
infants  motivator ~ wish Internet  unfathomable
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cable  zealous revolutionary  pillar lie

Please send your entry to the Editorial Board of Word Power, Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room **,

* 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong before 14 August 2012. Watch out for our *,

coming issue to see if you get all the answers right, and better still, if you are one of the lucky five to win a prize. The Editorial * *

Board will have the final say on the answers.
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Issue No. 49 (September 2012) : Man and Nature
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Issue No. 50 (December 2012) : Pleasures and Delights
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Contributions from colleagues are welcome. Please refer to Issue No. 42 for details.
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