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Poet L aureate

‘U.S Poet Laureate Billy Collins has publicly declared
hisopposition towar and sayshefindsit increasingly difficult
to keep politics out of his official job asliterary advocate.’

‘Nobel Laureate Richard Smalley wants to bring out
the best of nanotechnol ogy.’

Any idea why a handful of poets and scholars are
associated with ‘laureates' ?

The word ‘laureate’ means ‘ crowned with laurel’. In
Ancient Rome, traditionally a successful person was
crowned with awreath of laurel leaves. Theterm ‘laureate’,
however, originates from Greek mythology. Apollo, on
hisway home after slaying Python the giant snake, became
enamoured of Daphne, the daughter of theriver god Peneus.
To flee Apollo’s embraces, the desperate nymph asked her
father to destroy her baleful beauty. Her wish granted, she
was metamorphosed into alaurel tree. From that time on,
Apollo wore alaurel wresth.

After hereturned to Delphi, Apallo ingtituted the Pythian
gamesto commemorate hisvictory. The prizes awarded were
chiefly laurel crowns. Apollo being the god of poetry and
music, the laurel wreath became the favourite of poets and
scholarsasasymbol of success. Since then famous poets and
learned men have been known as ‘laurestes .

In Britain, the position of Poet L aureate wasinformally
created by Charles | for Ben Jonson in 1617. The title
became aroyal office when it was conferred by | etters patent
on John Dryden in 1670. As Britain's official poet, the
Poet Laureate is charged with writing verses for court and
national occasions such as the monarch’s birthday, royal
marriages and military victories.

Today Poets Laureate are found not only in Britain, but
also in America, South Africaand Australiaaswell asin the
United Nations. The American Poet Laureate, for example,

FEAE T SL R SC D R > JERAE S A B DL AR E A ismainly responsible for promoting the nation’s appreciation
e, b ON T DIEETE RN > WAL E - b e of poetry. Edmund Spenser, William Wordsworth, Alfred
WE > HTAEELAEAD 5 REEALEIEE © OB =M BERE - Tennyson and Robert Frost are but a few examples of
— R o celebrated poets who were awarded the office.
e
Earth laughs in flowers. E
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We may be so used to all those wonderful flowers
and trees around usthat we no longer stop to admire them
on theroad. For the same reason, few of us ever wonder
at how plants have taken firm root in our language.

Plants have such a prominent
position in peopl€' s daily livesthat the
use of terms and expressions related to
the floral world has long gone far
beyond the practical realms of farming
and horticulture. We think it perfectly
natural, for example, to compare the
rise and fall of a nation to the growth process of atree.
Other referencesto plantscrop upin our writing frequently,
asyou will seefrom thefollowing passage which is dotted
with plant metaphors. Imagine how lacklustre it would
become if all those metaphors were weeded out:

‘Over the past few years, traffic congestion hasbecome
athorny issue in the city of Bauhinia. This stems from the
rapidly growing population and the flourishing economy.

Plant Language

Womt
In an effort to nip the problem in the %&Vo\r@
bud, the government introduced the
Sky Train system. Thiswas a great
success. Demand increased so rapidly that Sky Train has
mushroomed into a big business with
retail outlets along the rail line also
blossoming.

Sky Train has since branched into
property development in order to
diversify itsbusiness. At the sametime,
in order to stay competitive, Sky Train
has cut back on costs by shedding jobs despite the huge
profitsit currently reaps. Cultivating the concept of doing
more with less amongst staff takes time, and the
management’s downsizing efforts haveinevitably created
a hothouse atmosphere in the company. Nevertheless,
the management maintains that pruning the workforce
will result in enhanced efficiency and productivity and
will lay the ground for the company’s future growth.’

Hethat plants trees loves others beside himself.

R

Thomas Fuller




Under the Cambndge Sun

| bought a postcard in England five years ago.
It showstwo pictureswith the same element: asheep
standing in therain. The captionsread ‘ Summer in
Britain’ and ‘Winter in Britain’ respectively.

Rain seemsto be an inseparable part of lifein
Britain, regardless of the season. Preoccupied with
my reminiscences of an inerasable grey sky and
non-stop drizzle, | dared not leave my umbrellaand
raincoat behind when | went to Cambridge last
summer. Surprisingly, | was greeted by streams of golden
sunlight and a bright blue sky when | got off the bus at
Cambridge. Hardly had | expected that the blue sky and
sunny days would be with me throughout my two-week

stay.

To me asunny day is aday that smiles. Just like a
smilethat changesthe face of aman, the sun works miracles
in transforming the appearance of a place. The buildings
and streets of Cambridge, most of them afew hundred years
old, had seemed obscure and
aloof when | first met them
under a veil of rain five years
ago. Thistime, under the warm
summer sun, they looked like
wise old men who were strong
in mind and young at heart,
ready to share with visitors the
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Trees are poems that earth writes upon the sky.

Teresa Chan
Senior Official Languages Olfficer
Official Languages Division

Civil Service Bureau

bygone days they had
witnessed. Reading under
the trees and walking on the
green, | could amost hear the
leaves and grass singing about the joy of sunbathing.
Exploring the cobbled lanes that weave through the town,
| was distracted by the rich colours of flowers on both sides
of the lanes. Such richness could only be possible under
an azure sky.

The River Cam had a different look under the perfect
blue sky aswell. From one point on the bank, you could
see the clear reflection of the historical buildings. Another
point would give you aview of the lush underwater world.
Despite dl the hustle and bustle of tourists attracted by her
world-wide fame, the river remained calm and quiet. This
reminded me of theimage of alearned and cultured scholar.
Embraced by the August sun and the breeze on the Backs*,
| felt that | was getting closer to the reason why Mr Xu
Zhimo (¥4 7 #) had called the River Cam the essence of
Cambridge and why the river had inspired generations of
brilliant minds.

* ‘The Backs' isthe name given to the stretch of riverbank running behind
the collegesin central Cambridge.
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Puntimg Is Not Easy As Pie

Cambridge is world-famous for a prestigious
university and the breathtaking beauty of ariver. For
millions of tourists who flock to the town every year,
punting on the Cam is something they must not missduring
summer. No wonder | saw many boatmen touting for
business near the Mathematical Bridge and Trinity College.
While hiring a boatman to punt is easy, punting on your
own is by no means a piece of cake.

| had an unforgettable experience of punting with two
American friends, Kent and Richard. We tried our hand at
punting after darknessfell. | thought there were street lamps
along the riverside. | was wrong. So we had to punt in
darkness. In the dim starry light, we could only see the
outlines of buildings along the river. Surprisingly, some
other people were punting in the dark too. Their companions
lay on the candle-lit punts and some even sang Spanish
ballads. | was supposed to enjoy such aromantic atmosphere.
But | could not, because | was struggling with the punt.

Where flowers bloom so does hope.

Andy Ng
Official Languages Officer I1
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

| did not realise how extraordinarily difficult punting
wastill that moment. We tried to steer the punt with a 10-
foot pole. It was exhausting to handle such a long and
heavy wooden pole. To move forward, | had to plunge the
poleright to the riverbed, and then push the pole backwards.
Immediately after that, | must lift the pole out of the water
slowly, and then submerge it into the river again. Lifting
the pole is the most challenging job, because it will easily
slip from your grasp and fal into the water. Also, the series
of actions has to be as smooth as possible to keep the punt
moving steadily forward.

Steering is another difficult task. My miserable
steering technique made the punt bump into the riverbank
several times. Most embarrassingly, | lost control of the
punt again near the Bridge of Sighs. It went crashing into
the riverbank under the bridge. Alarmed by the awful
racket, the porters of St John's College literally brought us
to light with their lamps. Wearing curious grins, they could
not help asking, ‘Oops! What areyou all doing there? Are
you aright?

Thanks to my punting skill, it took us more than an
hour to return to the Mathematical Bridge, ajourney which
normally takesjust 15 minutes. | hopel can do better next
time. Interestingly, my punting on that midsummer night
has become my most memorable experiencein Cambridge.

Lady Bird Johnson
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Glossary of Terms Commonly Used in Government Departments 2004

The electronic version of the Glossary of Terms
Commonly Used in Government Departments was first
issued in 1997. To ensure the compatibility of the
Electronic Glossary with the new versions of the Windows
operating systems, the Official Languages Division (OLD)
of the Civil Service Bureau hasrecently released an updated
version of the Glossary in CD-ROM to all the policy
bureaux and government departments.

The updated Electronic Glossary features such new
functions as conducting search within the search result,

exporting the search result in Excel format, and sorting the
search result in different orders. Intermsof content, Hanyu
Pinyinisadded to al entries, substantial addition and revision
have been made to the ‘ Trade and Industry’ category, and
outdated entries have been deleted from all categories.

The Glossary of Terms Commonly Used in
Government Departments 2004 has also been uploaded to
OLD’sIntranet (http://ola.ccgo.hksar g/ola/EngAbridge/
oladownload.htm). Colleagues in the civil service are
welcome to download the Glossary.
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Concealed in this flower are names of plants. Each clue pointsto one name. Try and seeif you can find

and circlethe names of all the plants. They may be spelt backwards or forwards, up or down, or even diagonaly.

Clues

E + 8 letters A smal apine plant
withwoolly whiteflowers. Alsothe
name of asong from the movie The
Sound of Music.

J+6letters A climbing plant with
small white or yellow fragrant
flowers, used in making perfume
and in flavouring tea.

T + 4 letters A garden plant with a
large brightly-coloured cup-shaped
flower on atall stem.

R + 3 letters A symbol of lovein
Western culture.

B + 7 letters The city flower of
Hong Kong.

P+ 4 letters A wild or cultivated
plant with showy flowers, one type
of which isthe source of opium.

C + 8letters A garden plant with
white, pink or red flowers, asymbol
of motherhood in Western societies.

L + 7 letters A plant with sweet-
smelling purple flowers, the extract
of whichisused in making perfume.

C + 5letters A desert plant with
thick fleshy stems and prickles.

C + 7letters Atropical Asantree,
the spice from whose aromatic
yellowish-brown bark is used in
flavouring food.

G +6etters A plant whoseroot is
credited, especialy in the Far East,

B + 9letters Aninsectivorous plant
with purplish flowers and a rosette
of leaves covered with a sticky
substance that traps insects.

M + 7 letters A fast-growing fungus
with around top and a short stem,
some kinds of which are edible.

V + 5 |etters A small plant with
sweet-smelling purple or white
flowers.

F + 2 letters A type of evergreen
tree with leaves like needles.

C +5|etters A shrub or tree whose
seedsare roasted and ground to make
adrink.

C + 10 letters A garden vegetable
with green leavesaround alargefirm
white head of flowers.

B +5|etters A grasdike plant whose
grainisused for food and for making
beer and whisky.

To participate, pleasefill in the
information below and send it, with
the circled answers on the puzzle, to
the Word Power Editorial Board,
Official Languages Division, Civil
Service Bureau, Room 2315,
Queensway Government Offices, 66
Queensway, Hong Kong before 15
August 2004.

Answers and names of the
winnerswill be published in the next
issue of Word Power. Five prizes

with valuable tonic properties. will be awarded. Lotswill be drawn if necessary.
P+ 6 letters A plant with alarge round orange-coloured fruit Name
that grows on the ground and is used to make lanterns during Department
Halloween.
Post :
M +5letters A sengtive herb whose leaves close up and droop Tel. No.
upon slight touch. Address
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