Not-a-Mindboggler

A Glance at Chivalry

While the word “chivalry” typically conjures up images of knights in gleaming armour on horseback, the concept circles much more than male prowess. It is a rich tradition intertwined with the evolution of language, literature and culture. Answer the following questions to test your knowledge of chivalry and its legacy.

	1. 
	Which title, originally published in two parts (in 1605 and 1615) and considered a prototype of modern novels, features the adventure of an ageing knight on his old horse enthralled by chivalric romances?
A. Don Quixote  B. Pride and Prejudice  C. Faust  D. Persuasion


	2. 
	In the Arthurian legend, which object, said to have been crafted by Merlin and given to King Arthur as Queen Guinevere’s dowry, symbolises equality among knights?
A. The Shield of Solomon  B. The Holy Grail  C. The Sword in the Stone  
D. The Round Table


	3. 	
	Which epic poem is based on the historical Battle of Roncesvalles (Roncevaux) in 778 and becomes the archetypal chanson de geste (song of heroic deeds)?
A. The Odyssey  B. The Iliad  C. The Song of Roland  D. The Aeneid


	4. 
	Which 12th-century French poet wrote Arthurian romances that inspired the later concept of “courtly love” (amour courtois) to portray the adulterous love between Sir Lancelot and Queen Guinevere?
 A. Geoffrey Chaucer  B. Chrétien de Troyes  C. Marie de France  D. Dante Alighieri


	5. 
	Knightly effigies are often depicted with crossed legs in many churches across England and Wales. According to folk legend, this posture indicates that the knight:
A. was a crusader  B. was a member of the knights Hospitaller  C. died in single combat  
D. held royal blood


	6. 
	In the Middle English poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, what challenge does the Green Knight cast before Sir Gawain when disrupting King Arthur’s Christmas celebrations?
A. A joust to the death  B. A beheading game  C. A riddle contest  
D. A race across the kingdom


	7. 
	To fulfil a vow made in the Holy Land, which chivalric military order did William Marshal, eulogised as “the best knight that ever lived”, join before his death in 1219?
A. The Knights of St. John  B. The Teutonic Knights  C. The Order of the Knights Templar D. The Order of the Garter


	8. 
	Which famous embroidery depicts scenes of the Norman Conquest of England in 1066, featuring knights and archers in combat?
A. The Unicorn Tapestries  B. The Bayeux Tapestry  C. The Lady and the Unicorn 
D. The Apocalypse Tapestry 




Please send your entry by fax (2521 8772) or email (csbolrs@csb.gov.hk) to the Editorial Board of Word Power by 28 November 2026. Watch out for our coming issue to see if you get all the answers right, and better still, if you are one of the lucky ten to win a prize. The Editorial Board will have the final say on the answers. 
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