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Message from Mr W K LAM, Secretary for the Civil Service

[ am delighted to see the publication of Word Power, the newsletter of the Official Languages
Agency (OLA).

OLA is an agency responsible for rendering translation and interpretation services to bureaux
and departments. It also provides advice on the use of Chinese in official business. In doing so, it
plays a major part in ensuring effective communication within the Government and between the
public and the Government.

Hong Kong is a Chinese society and a world-renowned international city. Chinese and English
are both official languages. The Government’s objective is to develop a civil service which is biliterate
in Chinese and English and trilingual in Cantonese, English and Putonghua.

In recent years, we have strived to raise the language standard of our colleagues. OLA has taken

an active part in promoting the wider use of Chinese in the civil service. Word Power aims at doing
this in the form of an interesting newsletter.

There is no short cut to language proficiency. It is only through unrelenting pursuit of knowledge
and constant practice that it can be achieved. Hopefully, Word Power can help in this respect.
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Message from the Commissioner for Official Languages

[ am pleased to present to you this newsletter of the Official Languages Agency (OLA).

Many departments have their own newsletters. They are interesting and highly readable. We
in the OLA share in their remarkable achievements because many Chinese Language Officers are
serving on the newsletters’ editorial boards.

The Government has been promoting the wider use of Chinese within the civil service since
1996. OLA was set up in the same year to carry out this mission. The results have been encouraging.
OLA outreaching taskforces have assisted many departments in devising their own plans for promoting
the wider use of Chinese in their official business. Two enquiry hotlines are also available to answer
language-related questions. In parallel, our small team of highly competent Interpreters continue to
provide excellent service in the specialized field of simultaneous interpretation, while our few hundred
strong Chinese Language Officers provide quality translation and consecutive interpretation service
to many Government bureaux and departments. More recently, many of them are called upon to
render advice on the use of Chinese and on the drafting of Chinese documents. Meanwhile, members
of the Calligraphist grade rake pride in producing presentable Chinese typescripts and calligraphy.
All these are the results of steadfast commitment and dedication.

The rapid advance of information technology does not diminish the power of the spoken or
written word. If anything, one enhances the other. But only constant application and practice can
help improve one’s language proficiency. There is no short cut. Attending occasional seminars or
reading the odd books or magazines only when one feels like it just will not do. To become truly
biliterate and trilingual, one must read, write, and perhaps speak more. lt is with this in mind that
we have ventured to publish, on a regular basis, this newsletter in the hope that it could help more
colleagues to develop an interest in reading and writing in both Chinese and English. Any comments
from our readers will be more than welcome.

Happy reading!
LEE Lap-sun

Commissioner for Official Languages
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Time Makes Things Weak

AN old man went on a trip to [taly with his
wife to celebrarte his seventieth birthday. They

looked at each other in disappointment. The
old man asked for the waiter and made a

came to a coffee shop and ordered two cups
of coffee. The old man told the young waiter,
“This shop is as old as [ am. | used to come
here every time | visited ltaly when [ was
voung. The coffee was just terrific and ['ve
always been longing to come back.”

Later, the coffee came and the old
couple could not wait to have a taste of it
with excitement. Having taken a little sip,
they put down their cups immediately and

bitter complaint, “ The coffee is so different.
It doesn’t smell or taste like coffee. It's more
like water.”

The waiter explained with patience,
“This coffee shop is already seventy years old,
just as you are. So it is natural that the coffee
is becoming weaker and weaker. You should
know perfectly well about that!”

Note : Drinks that are weak are made with a lot
of water and therefore do not have a strong taste.

000000000 000000 OTI Your Marks... 0000000000000000,

TWO athletes gathered ar the starting line before a race when one of them said to the other,
“If only [ had a cold now.”

“Why? You'd be too weak to compete in the race if you're sick,” the other athlete asked
with surprise.

“I don’t think so. I'm sure I'd win if I've a cold, because I'd have a racing pulse and a
running nose. That's why I'd have the upper hand.”

Note : If one’s pulse races, it beats faster than usual, just like when one has had coffee!
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Surfing at Your Service

Easy Access to the World of Internet with

Timway Search Engine (URL: www.hksrch.com)

PEOPLE say that it is better to feed a man by
teaching him how to fish than actually giving
him a fish. Similarly, to
give you the address of
a search engine is much
better than to overload
you with thousands of
web sites.

Timway is a search
engine dedicated to
local web sites. The web
sites are grouped under
different categories,
from arts to astronomy
and from trade to
tourism. You can easily

Classifeds.

Life

Mass Media

Timwug

Timway HK Search Engine

ok Brusvnahy Shopping

find the web sites you want by following the
hyperlinks on the page.

Alrernatively, you
can enter key words in
English or Chinese into
the box provided on
the web page. Then
click the search button
and a list of web pages
containing the key
words will appear on
your monitor in no
time. The unlimited
wealth of knowledge is
now at your fingertips.
Enjoy your surfing!
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