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“The buck stops here”, read a sign on the desk of Harry S Truman,
President of the United States (1945-53)

By placing the sign “The buck stops
here” on his desk, President Truman was
stating categorically that he was responsible
for all decisions made in the Oval Office. No
one else was to take the blame for whatever
happened.

“Buck” is the knife made of the horn of
male deer or antelope used in some card
games. The possession of the buckhorn knife
signifies that the player is responsible for the
game. The saying implies that the speaker is
prepared to take responsibility for anything

he is given to do.

Here in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, the general public
begins to buck up and throw off the gloom
of the past few years as their spirits are buoyed
by the newly introduced Principal Officials
Accountability System. Under this system,
the community pins high hopes on the
Principal Officials to take a leaf out of
President Truman's book: they will not pass
the buck but will shoulder their fair share of
responsibility.
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