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The Ideographic Rapporteur Group (IRG) is
a working group of the International Organization
for Standardization (1SO), responsible for the coding
of ideographs under the international standard ISO
10646.

Ideographs are mainly composed of Hanzi
( ) used by China, Japan, Korea and other Asian
countries. The IRG, with its members drawn from
countries and regions in Asia and the Unicode
Consortium, meets twice a year to examine and
discuss the characters submitted by members.
Finalised submissions will be sent to the ISO for
incorporation into 1SO 10646.

As the coding of ideographs involves both
information technology and the use of Hanzi, the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government (HKSARG) has assigned the
Information Technology Services Department
(ITSD) and the Official Languages Agency (OLA)
the duties of overall coordination of all 1ISO 10646-
related work and provision of language support
respectively.

The 19th IRG Meeting, hosted by the
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Macao Special
Administrative
Region, was held
between 6 and
10 May 2002.
Delegates from
HKSARG,
including
representatives
from ITSD and
OLA, attended
the meeting.
This meeting
focused on error
correction of the ideographs collected
and the editorial work of a new block of ideographs
to be incorporated into 1ISO 10646.

The HKSARG submitted 29 ideographs at
this meeting, including new characters and
ideographic strokes from the Hong Kong
Supplementary Character Set. The ideographs
would be examined in the following editorial
meetings of the IRG.




