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HORSE TALK

“That man has shown no slightest horse sense. What he can
offer is only horseback opinions. Yet he still thinks he should
be promoted. If wishes were horses, then beggars would ride.

He is bound to be a failure.”

In days of old, people used to travel on
horseback. It was said that horses, especially the
old ones, were shrewd and sensitive. They were
acute observers of the situation and knew how
to get round treacherous paths and lead people
out of danger. ‘Horse sense’ is therefore used to
refer to the ability to make sensible judgements
and practical decisions.

‘Horseback opinions’, on the other hand,
are not as positive as ‘horse sense’. Horse riding
is exciting but bumpy. An opinion formed under
such circumstances may be hasty and immature.

It is not likely to get you anywhere without
more thorough consideration.

‘If wishes were horses, beggars would ride’
is a saying which cautions people against being
an unrealistic dreamer. Success is not something
you can pick from trees. Instead, you must strive
for it. If wishing was all it took to succeed, there
would be no failure in the world.

References to horses abound in the English
language, but if you want to learn all horse-
related phrases and idioms, you will have to
‘work like a horse’ too!




