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It was predicted that
the world would end on
21 December 2012. But
now that date has passed and
we are still on this planet,
proving that the apocalyptic
prophecy has not been
fulfilled. Why was there such
a prediction? It all stemmed
from the Mayan Long Count
Calendar.

What was the Long
Count Calendar? The Maya
had several separate corresponding calendars. The Long Count
enumerated a linear succession of days in a complicated manner,
and could be extended to refer to any date far into the past or
future. It moved in cycles, with its starting point on 11 August
3114 BCE and the end date on 21 December 2012. The Maya
people believed that the universe would be destroyed and then
recreated at the start of each universal cycle. This belief inspired
a myriad of prophecies about the end of the world.

Due to the 2012 Doomsday prediction, more and more
people are interested in Maya culture now. To take a closer
look at this high civilisation, let us go to the rainforests in
Guatemala, where the ruins of a Mayan city are found. Deep
in the rainforests lie a handful of temples and palaces. The
stone carvings are weather-beaten. Huge plazas are covered
in moss and gigantic reservoirs surrounded by jungle. Under
the ground is a bottle-shaped chamber which was used for the
storage of food. This is Tikal, a testament to the rise and fall of
a magnificent civilisation.

The Maya had a thriving history of about two thousand
years, and were the only ancient American civilisation with

a recorded history of their own. They developed their own
system of writing, and wrote their stories on lithic monuments,
pottery, paper and skin. Keen astronomers, they built their
temples to correspond to the celestial map and tracked the
zenith passage lines to monitor the agricultural cycles. They
were accomplished architects, and erected large stone structures
without the aid of metal tools and cartwheels. They were also
great mathematicians, using a base number of twenty, and had a
concept of zero.

However, in the ninth century, the Maya world crumbled.
Many of the great centres like Tikal were abandoned. The
sacred temples and palaces became home to birds and animals.
The high civilisation of the Maya gradually waned and finally
passed into history. Why? This has remained a mystery for
centuries. Archaeologists have been working hard to solve the
riddle. Many theories have been put forward, ranging from
warfare and invasion to migration, disease and over-farming.
None of them are fully convincing, though many think the truth
may lie in a combination of such factors.

Whatever the reason, the Mayans left behind an
astonishing amount of impressive architecture and symbolic
artwork. The historical sites and relics found in Guatemala
showcase their rich culture and civilisation, and continue to
fascinate archaeologists and scholars all over the world.
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History is philosophy teaching by example.

Thucydides

-

Every day in the Louvre Museum, large crowds gather in
front of a small painting, pushing and shoving to get closer and
take a picture of it. This is The Mona Lisa, a portrait of an Italian
merchant’s wife by Leonardo da Vinci. This masterpiece of the
Renaissance period is probably the best known and the most

visited painting in the world. The enigmatic

smile and relaxed pose of Mona Lisa, as well
as Leonardo’s novel drawing techniques,
have always been a topic for discussion
among painters and art historians. Housing a
magnificent collection of fine art, the Louvre is
indeed a history gallery where we can take an
inspiring trip back into the past.

The ancient Greek statue, The Venus of
Milo, is another highlight of the museum’s
collection. Created about one hundred years
before Christ, the priceless sculpture is
believed to depict Venus, the Greek goddess of love and beauty.
Considered as one of the great treasures of Greek art, the armless
statue is thought to be the work of Alexandros of Antioch and
represents the epitome of female beauty and aesthetics, exhibiting
a remarkable fusion of grandeur and grace. The contrast between
the smooth flesh of the torso and the ruffled texture of the drapery
covering the legs has captivated art lovers for centuries.

The Louvre also boasts an impressive collection of Egyptian
artifacts and antiquities. Among them is a large Sphinx which

guards the mummies, sarcophagi, jewellery and papyrus
scrolls. A painted limestone sculpture, known as The
Seated Scribe, also captures visitors’ attention. The
realistic facial features and the delicate limbs of the scribe
demonstrate the exquisite beauty of ancient Egyptian
art. The Offering-bearer is another famous piece in this
collection. Standing with left foot forward, the female
figure carries a basket with a leg of beef and a vessel of
water. Entirely covered in polychrome paint, the large
model comes from
a tomb of the Early
Middle Kingdom.

A mecca for
artists and art lovers,
the Louvre is not
only a showroom of
antiquities, but also a
living embodiment of
our cultural heritage.
The various artifacts
inside the cavernous
halls powerfully convey
to us a message of how we got to where we are now. From
the rudimentary tools of prehistory to the elaborate art
objects of modern times, the Louvre shows us the path of
human life throughout the ages.
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Not everyone is a natural
orator. King George VI of
= the United Kingdom, who

suffered from a stammer
for many years, knew this
all too well. As described in
the Oscar-winning film The
King’s Speech, the sovereign
had suffered repeated failures
before he successfully
made his first wartime
radio broadcast on Britain’s
declaration of war on Germany in 1939. Unlike the stuttering
British king, Adolf Hitler, whose eloquence was only exceeded
by his evil, was considered one of the most destructive speakers
of the 20th century. With his frightening oratorical power, he
roused Germany to barbarity and plunged the whole world into an
unprecedented catastrophe.

Speeches play an important role in history and shape what
happens in this world. They demonstrate the power to stir hearts
or inspire great deeds, to uplift spirits or cast down enemies.
Winston Churchill, a born actor and orator, knew the magic
of words. In his short speech to the House of Commons in
May 1940, he gave life to his words and used them as weapons.
In the face of the impending German invasion, he addressed the
House in a defiant and forceful tone, “I have nothing to offer but
blood, toil, tears and sweat.” Knowing that the French resistance
to Hitler would crumble soon, he called upon the whole nation
to prepare for war: “Let us therefore brace ourselves to our
duties and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and its
Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, ‘This
was their finest hour’”

\v v,
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Good speeches can defy despair,
banish fear and offer hope. In the early
1930s, the Great Depression hit the
United States like a tornado, crippling
the nation’s economy and leaving
millions of people out of work. Banks
were closed, financial transactions
stopped, and industrial and business
activities sank to their lowest levels. Conquered by a feeling of
utter helplessness, the Americans had lost their self-confidence.
Then, on a cold and wintry Inauguration Day in 1933, the crippled
Roosevelt, a man of vision and resolve, told the people of America
in an reassuring voice, “...the only thing we have to fear is fear
itself...”, and “...These dark days will be worth all they cost us if
they teach us that our true destiny is not to be ministered unto but

to minister to ourselves and to our fellow men.” Roosevelt turned
words into action, and brought back to his countrymen their hope
and energy.

Eighty years on, the Americans gathered again to inaugurate
a president. Barack Obama, the first African American President
in history, issued a powerful call for action in his second inaugural
speech, calling for unity and faith among the people. “Together,
we resolved that a great nation must care for the vulnerable, and
protect its people from life’s worst hazards and misfortune,” said
Obama. With his country caught up in the worst economic crisis
since the 1930s, the 44th US president pledged that he would
battle against poverty and prejudice, and offer opportunities for
all rather than just a shrinking
privileged few. He told his
countrymen: “We are true to
our creed when a little girl born
into the bleakest poverty knows
that she has the same chance to
succeed as anybody else, because
she is an American, she is free,
and she is equal...”.

Not only politicians are great orators. Betty Friedan, a
forty-two-year-old housewife and mother of three, shocked
American society when she asked housewives to cast off their
aprons and walk out of their homes to fight for their rights. She
called for equality with men at work and in other domains, and
set out to destroy the myth of the happy housewife. Though not
intending to start a revolution, she made women think about
their roles in society and changed their lives for ever. In her
call for the repeal of abortion laws in 1969, she powerfully
proclaimed, “The real sexual revolution is the emergence of
women from passivity, ...to full self-determination and full
dignity.... If we are finally allowed to become full people, not
only will children be born and brought up with more love and
responsibility than today, but we will break out of the confines
of that sterile little suburban family...”.

Studying oratory offers powerful insights into the ideals
of people who made history. Great speeches do not only make
us think, but can also change our minds and sway the course of
history whether within our nation or across the world. In Robert
Kennedy’s words, “Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or
acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice,
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other
from a million different centres of energy and daring, those
ripples build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls

History is a guide to nav1gat10n in perilous times.
History is who we are and why we are the way we are.

[ -
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of oppression and resistance.”

David McCullough
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A PORTRAIT OF MACAO:
BEFORE MEMOKRY FADES

Andy Ng
Official Languages Officer Il
Civil Service Bureau

Macao is a city of wonder, with a marvellous Looming over
blend of modernity and historical richness. Dubbed a small hill in St.
“the Las Vegas of the Orient”, Macao has witnessed the Anthony Parish is
mushrooming of luxury hotels and mega casinos over Ruinas da Antiga
the past few years, and yet it remains a small, scenic Catedral de Sdao
city, with street corners reminiscent of an Iberian town. Paulo, the remaining
Although gamblers are drawn to Macao largely because facade of St. Paul’s
of its casinos, for many locals and tourists, its culinary Cathedral. The
culture is the real magnet. landmark, richly

decorated with stone
carvings inspired
by Jesuit themes,
is testimony to the influence of Portuguese culture in
Macao. In the nearby streets stand centuries-old Baroque
Catholic churches, such as St. Anthony’s Church in
Largo De Santo Antonio, where the Portuguese used to
hold wedding ceremonies in the early days. The cluster
of churches evokes an atmosphere of romance, profound
stillness and nostalgia. Not far away lies the Leal Senado
Building, a Portuguese-style building constructed in
1784 and inscribed on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List in 2005. A short
walk further down will lead to Rua da
Felicidade, a notorious red-light district
in the early 20th century, where two-
storey red-roofed Chinese-style row
houses, once the brothels and opium
dens, can still be found today.

Long seen as a foodies’ paradise, Macao is renowned
for its traditional snacks, such as pork chop buns, almond
cakes and egg tarts, which can be found on virtually every
street corner. Bakeries selling such delicacies are thronged
with customers every day. Freshly baked pork chop buns
are snapped up within minutes, and latecomers will have
to come early the next day. Local street delicacies aside,
food lovers are also fascinated by Macanese food, which
is a fusion of Portuguese and Chinese cuisines. Galinha a
Portuguesa or Portuguese-style chicken, the most famous
Macanese dish, has conquered many hearts.

It is a long-held misconception P
that Portuguese-style chicken
originates from Portugal, probably
because its name suggests such a
connection. Interestingly, locals
in Lisbon have never heard of this
curry-like dish. Actually, it was the
Portuguese seafarers, merchants and
missionaries in the 16th century who
created the dish during their voyages.
On their way to the Far East, they
found exotic food ingredients, such as Mediterranean
olives, Indian turmeric powder and Malaysian coconut
milk, and brought them to the then unknown small
fishing village in southern China, where they invented,
by mixing everything together, a distinctive curry sauce
to go perfectly with baked chicken and Chinese rice.
The recipe of this tasty dish might have left a mark in
the logbooks of many Portuguese sailors.

The old streets of Macao have
undergone facelifts. Nothing can better
display the modern image of the city
than the eastern end of Avenida de
Almeida Ribeiro, where “Las Vegas-style” casinos and
hotels have sprung up in recent years, resulting in the
breakneck growth of the gambling and tourism sectors.
The newly completed hotel and casino complexes all look
grand and fabulous, but from the angle of architectural
uniformity, whether these new developments will
undermine the long-cherished cultural richness of Macao

is a question to ponder.
Some of the best Macanese restaurants are found on

the Macao Peninsula, the oldest and most populous part of
the enclave. It is a place full of surprises, where you can
experience first-rate Macanese

food and appreciate the beauty

b of historic buildings. Those

who dare to explore hidden
street corners and alleys will
be handsomely rewarded.

Gone are the days when Macao’s skyline was
dominated by Catholic churches, Chinese temples
and low rise tenement blocks. Also long gone are the
memories of Macao’s past. While A-Ma Temple and
St. Anthony’s Church still survive to this day, many
traditional local food stalls, like tai pai dongs, and old-
fashioned corner stores have sadly vanished, giving way
to chain restaurants, high street stores and jewellery
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Take alitroll dowil.the cobbledl shops, that are often indistinguishable from one another.
streets, and you will be struck Juggling between the windfall benefits from the
by the architectural richness as booming gambling industry and the loss of cultural
reflected in a diverse mixture identity, Macao has to reflect upon what needs to be
of buildings, ranging from old preserved while moving forward. This viewpoint may not
churches and Taoist temples win the support of developers, but it rings true to a history
to Chinese-style row houses. lover like me.
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The famous reindeer Rudolph goes down in
history because of his bright red nose. But some people
have left a mark on history because their actions have
shaped the world.

A most influential political figure in the history of
the United States, Abraham Lincoln guided his nation
through a time of turmoil and strife. Deeply saddened
by the sufferings of the African Americans, he was
determined to end the era of slavery and injustice.
Today, his words are often cited, and his image is still
seen everywhere. A tall man with a big heart, he made
a difference to the world.

Marked out for greatness, Mahatma Gandhi led
India to independence and inspired movements for
non-violence and freedom across the world. Stifled by
the influence of imperialism, he heard the call to stand
up to the British. His sacrifices woke up the conscience
of his countrymen and evoked a higher response in the
heart of every Indian.

The influence of such great people never dies, and
indeed shines more and more with the passage of time.
Whether they are remembered as warriors, leaders
or heroes, their great deeds will continue to inspire
people. Those who make this world a better place will
go down in history.
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Not=a-Mindboggler ~ Solution of Issue No. 50
1. Arriving 6. pouring
2. off 7. swing
3. night 8. presents
4. down 9. Standing
5. ride 10. cause

The following winners will be notified individually by post:

Name
Poon Pik-shan
Natalie Kwok
Ng Man-fung
Lin Pui-shan

Lee Chi-wai

Department
Civil Engineering and Development Department
Education Bureau
Hong Kong Observatory
Hong Kong Police Force

Rating and Valuation Department

Issue No. 52 (June 2013) : Footprints in Our Lives
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Issue No. 53 (September 2013) : Art of Communication

Contributions from colleagues are welcome. Please refer to Issue No. 42 for details.
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Hon Chinese Adviser Prof Fan Sin-piu

Hon English Adviser Dr Robert J. Neather

Editorial Board

Chairman ~ Mrs Stella Mui Member ~ Ms Dollen Szeto Executive Editor M Ricky Tong
Member Mrs Eunice Chiu Member ~ Miss Amy Wan Assistant Editor Miss Cynthia Seto
Member Ms Peggy Chan Member  Ms Yetta Cheng

Member Miss Holly Lo Member  Miss Flora Lam
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Word Power is also uploaded to the webpage of the Civil Service Bureau (http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestions about this publication, please write
to the Editorial Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csbolrs @csb.gov.hk).
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