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Where will you go for your next
holiday? A shopping spree in Europe, a
beach jaunt in Bali or a culinary tour
to Japan? However attractive such
destinations may be, some travellers

like to hit the road less travelled.

At an Amazon tributary, a bunch of

tourists get out of their canoes after an hour

of strenuous paddling. Standing on a forest trai
shaded by a dense tree canopy, they are surrounde

enveloped by a towering dune come into view behind
clumps of cacti on the ridge of a slope, the travellers yell
and whistle with joy, oblivious to the sweltering heat. They
have come to an oasis. A few rudimentary mud houses
sit next to a spring, with some palm trees and tussocks of
grass around, displaying a unique way of life in nature.

Eleven o’clock at night, and people flock together
the Norwegian countryside, looking up at the dark sky.
raving the icy polar wind, the excursionists, clad in fluffy
wn jackets, are waiting excitedly for the aurora borealis, a

tural wonder occurring when particles in solar winds are
lled into the atmosphere by the Earth’s magnetic force,
iniscent of the laser beams above the skyscrapers in Hong
ng. Near midnight, it finally comes. A mysterious whitish-
en sheen glides across the dark Arctic sky. It bends, grows,
- swirls and dances, illuminating the sky with shades of green
- and shafts of pink and blue. Dumbstruck, the spectators gaze
avidly at the magical show in the freezing cold.

with creepers, buttress roots of giant trees, feathe
ferns, draping vines, shrubs with broad he

leaves... . Walking on, they see a gﬁ-camouﬂ

coiled on a tree branch and brightly-colour
flying above their heads, while somewhere
squirrel monkeys swing among the trees. Life is thriving!
Suddenly, ear-splitting thunder roars and lightning flashes.

Lashings of rain cascade from the sky. Tired of the hustle and bustle of city life, many of

us want to take a plunge into nature. Travelling off the
beaten path, we will rediscover the splendours of this
planet and the joy of returning to a natural world that we
all belong to. So why not take a tour to one of these spots
the next time you hit the road?

' whirls powdery sand around. When several turquoise lakes
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On the other side of the world, some travellers are
taking a bumpy camel ride under the scorching sun of the
daunting Sahara. Sand dunes in all shapes — crescents,
stars, domes and more — rise and fall as the gusty wind

I by a labyrinth of emerald opulence — trees i
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Spadefoot toads synchronise their guttural croaks
into a chorus near a lake. A military jet flies low nearby,
disrupting the amphibious ensemble and exposing
individual frogs whose noises become distinctly
audible. Born opportunists, hawks swoop down to
pick off their targets. This distressing scene, as vividly
narrated by sound recordist Bernie Krause in The Great
Animal Orchestra, demonstrates how human-generated
noise upsets the delicate balance of predator and prey in
nature.

In his book, Krause explores with his readers how
animals rely on their aural habitat to survive — the
healthier the habitat, the more species there are, the
more sounds they make, and the richer their scores. He
denounces the disastrous impact of human interference

on natural soundscapes. For him, a forest may
appear almost the same to the eye before and
after environmentally sensitive logging. The real
damage can however only be heard. In burning
forests and paving over meadows, we have
destroyed the animals’ orchestra pit and deprived
ourselves of a decent tune.

In his search for truly wild places far
beyond the cacophony of urban life, Krause
takes us on a fascinating tour through nature’s
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sonic treasures. In his world, ants sing,

hippos roar, beavers cry and insects drone.
Mesmerised by the “biophony” of the

animal kingdom, Krause lively depicts the

sounds and rhythm of the natural world

which, he thinks, inspire human music. He

compares a chorus of trilling birds, grunting baboons
and chirruping insects in the stillness of morning to
Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in A Minor, and a storm in the
tropical rainforest to Fauré’s Requiem.

To feel the sensual pleasures of nature’s sounds,
Krause crouches by a stream on an autumn morning and
stays silent. As gusts of wind rustle a cluster of reeds,
he hears a myriad of tones, sighs and groans, which
resembles the sounds of a church organ and a colossal
pan flute. To his ears, the sound of rain falling on the
ground and water, the roar of turbulent storms, the echo
of dropping dews, and the gentle slap of waves against
the shore are like heavenly music, the finest artistic
experience and the greatest show on Earth.

The Great Animal Orchestra is a story about a
man’s search for vanishing soundscapes in our rapidly
changing Earth. With a calling to conserve the music
of the wild, Krause makes a fervent plea to stop human
noise pollution before the natural world is drowned out.
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The darkness of a late
summer night was giving way
to the pale light of dawn. The
moon was still hanging in the
sky, but a halo of blue began to
show over the mountain. On the
beach, a few early risers were
out for a morning jog, and a couple were walking their
dog. It was six o’clock and the town was waking. Sounds of
voices and commotion were heard. More and more people,
with an expression of deep concern, came down to the beach
and circled around an enormous, slimy object. A twenty-
foot-long baby male humpback whale, with multiple wounds
on his knobbly head and pectoral fin, was found lying in the
shallow water near the shore.

in the air and sang sonorously.
People on boats cheered and
applauded whenever he leapt out
of the water, making eye-to-eye
contact with them. Only a baby
whale of eight months old, he
innocently believed that all human
beings were friendly.

One day, the humpback whale group was passing
a narrow sea channel, and heard loud machine noises
coming from all directions. Not realising that it was their
death knell, they continued their journey. Before long, they
found themselves being surrounded by a huge fishing net.
Trying hard to find a way out, they kept banging their heads
against it. Explosive harpoons were shot into the water and

Ten months ago, the humpback calf was born in the a thundering splash roared up, killing many whales in the
warm waters off the Pacific coast. Like any other new born group. The sea turned red. With all her force, the injured
whales, he learnt to swim and dive with his mother every mother whale made a big hole in the fishing net, allowing
day. One sunny afternoon, the whale family swam near an the baby whale to pass through it.
island. While the little whale was naughtily chasing shoals
of small fish, the mother, out of sheer joy, leapt high up into
the air, revealing her distinctive stripe-like markings and
ejecting a long stream of water. A natural acrobat, she did
one somersault after another, and landed beautifully with a
loud splash. She then dived into the water, stuck out her tail
in the air and swung it around playfully. She was putting on
a mighty show of nature.

Panic-stricken and exhausted, the baby whale finally
stopped near a quiet bay hours after the attack by the fishing
fleet. He looked around but no companion was in sight. For
the first time being separated from his mother after birth, he
did not know what to do, but kept circling around the bay,
expecting his mother to come to find him. Unaware of the
danger of swimming along a busy shipping route, the little
whale raised his head above the water from time to time. All

Suddenly, the mother whale felt something moving at of a sudden, a loud bang was heard.

high speed in the water. Sensing a sign of imminent danger,
the mother slapped her tail, urging her son to move faster. A
big dark shadow was lurking below them. It was a ferocious
shark with a broad head and a massive jaw. Only half the
size of the mother whale, the shark chose not to get close
to them. An ambush hunter, the shark hid itself behind the
coral reefs, waiting patiently for the opportunity to come.
It stealthily accelerated its speed and opened its big mouth,
attempting to rip apart the baby whale’s tail. Instinctively,
the mother whale rammed into the shark and successfully
pushed it away. The shark made a swift turn, poised for
another attack. Losing no time to save her son, the furious
mother showed her knife-sharp teeth and took a big bite at
the shark’s head, ending the battle with an overwhelming
victory.

The sun was shining over the town. Everybody on
the beach looked worried. Some kids, holding tight their
parents’ hands, said tearfully, “The whale is dying.” Several
men jumped into the water, covering the wounded head and
fins of the stranded baby whale with plastic sheets, pouring
buckets of water on him, and praying a timely tide would
come soon. The clock was ticking. Fire-fighters and marine
specialists finally arrived, and while they were trying to
turn over the whale, a stream of water was ejected from his
blowhole. The onlookers clapped their hands and shouted
happily, “It’s alive! It’s alive!”

Temperatures were rising. It was time for the mother
whale and her son to go north. Snugly protected by his
mother, the little whale set off in the company of other
humpback whales with great excitement. As curious as
any child, he swam across the ocean, exploring inlets and
playing with dolphins. Imitating his fellows, he did twists
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In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks. =

, o John Muir
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An extensive ice sheet in Antarctica has sheared off;
polar ice changes the North Atlantic current; migrating
birds darken the sky and animals all over New York
become agitated. Intense winds blow and rain pours
down, flooding the congested Manhattan streets knee-
deep. Mass destruction is caused by extreme weather
across the world. New Delhi is blanketed in snow, Tokyo
struck by a powerful hailstorm, and Los Angeles plagued
by devastating tornadoes. A massive climatic change
caused by global warming ushers in global cooling and
leads to a new ice age. The Earth plunges into a deep
freeze. Frightening enough? You may shrug and say, “This
only happens in the disaster movie The Day
After Tomorrow.”

Is all this so fictional? Not really. In
1991, hikers near the top of the Austrian
Alps found a man’s body half-buried in
ice, thinking that he was an unfortunate
mountain climber who had died recently.
Carbon dating however revealed that he
came from the Bronze Age and had lain
buried under ice for thousands of years.
Glaciers on Mount Kilimanjaro, the
backdrop of Hemingway’s famous story The Snows of
Kilimanjaro, have been retreating at an alarming rate,
tarnishing its image as a famous tourist destination.
Sightseers can no longer enjoy the breath-taking view
of Glacier National Park in Montana from major roads
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have shrunk considerably. What is the story behind all
this? Just a simple fact: the mercury is rising and ice is
melting.

What is the big deal? The order of nature has been
upset. In the years to come, with rising sea-levels induced
by global warming, the homes of people living along low-
lying atolls will be inundated, and many islands, like pearl
necklaces in the ocean, will disappear from the world. In
the mountainous areas around the Himalayas, farmers will
temporarily enjoy milder winters, but will face a much
harder time when the steady supply of fresh water is cut
off in the long run. With tonnes and tonnes of melting

ice flowing into the ocean, sea
water will be diluted, and marine
life species failing to adapt to
such change will go extinct. The
recession of glaciers will relieve
the pressure exerted on the rocks
deep under the ice sheets, and
trigger catastrophic earthquakes.
Massive tsunamis may come at
any moment without warning,
burying us alive under the sea.

Man-made gases recompose the atmosphere, and
chain saws chew through the rainforests. Our planet
is heating up. It is time for action. Should we remain
sluggish in response, the horror depicted in The Day
After Tomorrow will one day come true.

-

HIBE - JKH

114 i G 7 K P

o R

W SR 40 E B ) B

TR EE e | 22 IR

WERIENRE > ZHIRIREE A K

s > RO ELHE ; ATHRAVENS - T AVEMSAE I S IKIRG
Uk R AR EE - B RERIE > RN
B IUREALIAE > WL > 351H 22 A |

FHE R SR 2 — PR PSRt 5 DURURIE - ekt
UYDIERE > I HIRIRTE R - 2 MR —IR o SRR
JERAFE ~ LR > RAE —MEER o HFHEREE K
R BN AR AR - 2 IS EREAE IR - A -
IR KEIER DR - SEFIRERITRIR > AI7E
AP IHAR B BER B TR B YR o I IRAEIR MG > H
AR AR IR A AR LI -

PR BRI - AR - AR -
SEBURBI  7rE — AR AR e IR0 - BEZ
L RIVERRERYE > BOBLK AR > B — TR -

7bmmmmmmmmmmmlnmlwm)vmmm}wmmm)wmm}nm)wmmm)nmMmmmmm}wmmmmmm)wmmmm@



s
WORDS'
TELL

TALES

Some things disappear quietly and you can hardly
notice they are gone. But some vanish with a bang. The
gigantic and vicious Tyrannosaurus, the vast and benign
Brachiosaurus, the speedy and fierce Velociraptor, and
many other huge reptiles suddenly died out sixty-five
million years ago. It is thought that a ten-kilometre-
wide asteroid hit the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico,
causing massive forest fires and tsunamis. Smoke and
dust clouded the sky, blocking out the sun for years.
Temperatures plunged. Dinosaurs were frozen to death,
ending their long years of dominance on Earth.

Will human beings be wiped out like dinosaurs?
Perhaps not in one single collision, but step by step, and
by humans themselves. Human extinction may still be a
long way off, but other creatures have started disappearing
already. Bees are dying in all corners of the world rapidly.
Far more than the bane of picnic-goers, they play a critical

role in sustaining our food supply by spreading

pollen. Without bees, plants and crops will
decline. Without crops, we all will die.
Though frightening, it is rather likely, as
claimed by some scientists, that human
beings would not survive more than four
years if bees disappeared from the Earth.
Are we the real culprits for their massive
die-off? Yes, we are. To create a pest-free
environment, we have excessively used
e chemical pesticides which have damaged the

bee’s ability to navigate.
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Are We Gotvag Extinct?

Mountain gorillas, one of
our closest relatives in the animal
kingdom, are also disappearing.
In the alpine forests in Rwanda
and Congo, they roam around in
groups, feeding on leaves; males
pound their chests and grunt
nosily; infants tumble, wrestle,
and play happily with their
siblings. However, to expand our
territory, we have forced many of

them to leave their habitat. Other

W
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species like cheetahs and leopards K

share the same fate. Unlike dinosaurs, their extinction
may leave a seemingly insignificant footprint in human
history. Yet every species on Earth, just like each tiny
piece of a jigsaw puzzle, forms part of the whole picture,
and their demise suggests that the ecosystem has been
thrown off track, and things are falling apart.

All along, humans have been fighting a battle
against nature. To survive and prosper, we kill any
species that stands in our way. Like a slow catastrophe,
just as devastating but without the meteoric clash which
destroyed the giant reptiles, we put a methodical end
to other species every day. Isn’t it high time to think
seriously how to create a new world in which we may
learn to live in harmony with other species?
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Have you ever got confused with using nouns?
Are they countable or uncountable? Should they take a
singular or plural verb? To test whether you know how to
use them, why not try the following exercise? Check the
answers at the bottom of this article:

“‘ m
2. Measles (is, are) in most cases harmless.

Q 3.  Some women wear (legging, leggings) as (pant,
% pants).

4. The weather (condition, conditions) (is, are) so bad.

Two (tea, teas) and three (coffee, coffees) please.

5. Eight years (is, are) a long time.

6. For some (reason, reasons), he will not be able to
come this evening.

“Tea” and “coffee” are uncountable when you refer
. to them as drinks in general. For example: [ like coffee

and tea. But when you talk about their quantities, they are
countable. For example, in a restaurant, you may ask for
“two teas” and “three coffees”.

The names of diseases are usually uncountable in
English, like “measles”, “flu” and “chickenpox”. But the
words for some common ailments are usually countable,
‘ such as “a headache” and “a sore throat”, though

“toothache” is always uncountable. For example: I have
toothache and a sore throat.

Y.
B countasLe ok UncoUnTABLE?

Nouns referring to clothes or other items made
up of two parts that people wear are usually plural, for
example, “jeans” and “glasses”. When you want to refer
to one such item, you may use “a pair of” in front of the
noun. If more than one item is referred to, you can use
a number or a quantifier. For example: There are three
pairs of pants in the chest.

Some nouns only have a plural form when they |
are used with a particular meaning. “Conditions”, for
example, is a plural noun and takes a plural verb when it .«
refers to the circumstances or situation in which people
live and work. Other examples include “premises”,
“goods” and “regards”. For example: Give your mother
my regards when you see her.

Also, when we refer to an amount, quantity or
number as a whole, the noun, even though in plural form,
takes a singular verb: Ten kilometres is too far to walk.

“Some” is an indefinite determiner and can take
both countable and uncountable nouns, for example,
“some flowers” and “some water”. Following this rule,
“reason”, being a countable noun, should be plural if it S
comes after “some”. But the phrase “for some reason”
does not follow this rule. “Some”, in this instance,
implies one reason or another that the speaker does not
know, so “reason’ should be singular.
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Nature and books belong to the eyes that see them. |
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Not=a=Mindboggler

The following winners will be notified individually by post:

. Name Department
SO]lltlF)ll of Issue No. ‘.‘8 Au-yeung Wai-man Civil Engineering and Development Department
1. accident 7. gravity " . % ——
2. synonym 8. revolutionary Lam Lan-fung Polly orrectional Services Department
3. innate 9. Internet Tso Yee-yee Department of Health
4. infants 10. motivator . :

Maggie Yeun Housing Department

5. mast 11. unfathomable = ¢ £
6. myth 12. challenge Ng Ka-chun Inland Revenue Department
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Issue No. 50 (December 2012) : Pleasures and Delights

Issue No. 51 (March 2013) : The Flow of History
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Hon English Adviser Dr Robert J. Neather
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ZH BERLL ZFH B0t JEE ) s 3 Member ~ Ms Peggy Chan Member  Ms Iris Ip Assistant Editor ~ Miss Cynthia Seto
ZH (AR ZH RELL Member Mr James Ho Member  Ms Winnie Cheung

ZH BEHELL ZH Ikt Member  Miss Holly Lo Member  Mr Damon Kong
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Word Power is also uploaded to the webpage of the Civil Service Bureau (http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestions about this publication, please write
to the Editorial Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csbolrs @csb.gov.hk).
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