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Berween Traditions aAnd Modernity
A KOREAN EXpERIENCE

In recent years, gadget fans worldwide have become
fascinated with a stream of stylish and sophisticated Korean
consumer electronics products, such as smartphones and tablet
computers. With the commercial success achieved by some of
its largest corporations and the emergence of its soft power, for
instance in the form of TV soap operas, Korea is gaining global
influence in the economic and cultural spheres. Whilst Korea has
transformed into an innovation and technology powerhouse in
Asia, it is easy to overlook the fact that the nation remains deeply
rooted in Confucian ethics.

Filial piety is a much-treasured traditional value in Korean
culture. People believe that they should support and care for their
ageing parents. Likewise, they expect their children to fulfil filial
obligations, though it has become increasingly common for young

couples to live independently
from their parents after tying the
knot. Those neglecting the needs
of their parents will be regarded as
having committed an unforgivable
sin and be labelled as shameless.

With this strong belief in
family values embedded in their
thinking, it is customary for
city dwellers to return to their
hometowns for ancestral worship

and family reunions during Chuseok (#k % &), an important
festival celebrated on the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar
calendar. Owing to heavy traffic, it could take hours to drive
from Seoul to the southern part of the

country. Yet people think all the hassle

is worthwhile as they can pay respect

to their ancestors, visit their relatives

and enjoy a feast of traditional food

and drinks, notably Songpyeon, a kind

of rice cakes, and Makkoli, a rice wine

popular in the rural areas.

Loyalty and patriotism, like filial piety, are also virtues held in
high regard in Korean society. Under the Korean constitution, male
citizens aged between 18 and 35 are obliged to perform military
service for 24 months. Although occasional media reports suggest
that a handful of celebrities, including footballers, have attempted
to evade draft by playing various tricks, ranging from falsifying

Andy Ng
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medical records to inflicting injuries on themselves, most people
regard performing military service as an honour and a sacred duty
fulfilled for the motherland. There are even voices urging the
military authorities to relax restrictions and allow women to receive
basic military training.

Draft dodgers are disparaged as cowards disgracing their
families. Politicians are destined to lose in elections or forced
to step down if their children are found to have evaded draft.
Similarly, pop idols who have dodged this national duty will have
to make public apologies to their fans and the country. It is not
unusual that these celebrities, upon joining the forces, are sent to
barracks near the border with North Korea as a kind of punishment.

Not only do Confucian values weave the fabric of society,
but they also leave an imprint on the Korean corporate landscape.
Characterised by a paternalistic and centralised hierarchy, Korean
conglomerates, known as Chaebol (%41 ), are composed of
a cluster of subsidiaries, all of which are tightly controlled by
founding family members. While there are significant parallels
between Korean conglomerates and their Japanese counterparts,
such a high concentration of power in the hands of founding family
members is unique and is said to have stemmed from traditional
values like family unity and filial piety.

Given the ingrained belief that personal wealth should
be passed to bloodline heirs, it is an established practice for
business leaders to handpick their children, preferably sons, as
successors. An example is the Hyundai Group, one of the largest
Chaebol. Long before he passed away in 2001, the legendary
founder had started grooming his son to take over the top seat.
Giant conglomerates are unarguably the cornerstone of Korea’s
economic miracle. Whilst the influence of traditionalism, such as
bloodlines and ties of kinship, on corporate culture is profound and
everlasting, business leaders are flexible enough to take bold moves
to modernise their family-run enterprises and transform them into
leading multinational corporations.

Korea is a perfect example of how the blend of tradition
and modernity contributes to national prosperity and well-being.
Respecting traditions while embracing changes, the nation has
struck the right balance between then and now, and is poised to
scale new heights in the future.

Editor’s Note: The author would like to thank
Ms Jade Kim for her valuable input.

The family is the association established by nature
for the supply of men’s everyday wants.

Aristotle
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If individuality has no play, society does not advance;
if individuality breaks out of all bounds, society perishes.

!

Thomas Henry Huxley
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No Place Like Home
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When you think about home, what springs to mind?
Squabbles with your better half? Your children’s narrowly-
missed A-grades? Or the endless chores? Home surely means
a lot more. Perhaps the March family in Louisa May Alcott’s
Little Women will remind us of something — something heart-
warming about home.

The Marches struggle in poverty but live merrily
together during wartime. Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy — the
four girls in the family — always have their ways to amuse |
themselves, like inventing plays and clubs at home. The
family could have enjoyed a better life if they had agreed to a
rich aunt’s adoption of one of the girls. Yet they choose to “keep
together and be happy”. To support the family, everyone does
their part. Meg and Jo work hard to make ends meet, while
Beth cares for everybody at home.

The sun does not shine every day, however. Once, when
looking after her neighbour, Beth contracts the deadly scarlet
fever. In her final days, the whole family attend to her, with
Jo staying at her bedside night and day to give her strength.
Having to leave her cherished family, Beth regrets how little
she has done for them. Only upon learning from Jo that she
has indeed made a real difference in their lives does she feel
relieved. Anxious to leave her blessing with the family, Beth
earnestly asks Jo to take her place when she is gone, so that
her love for them will never die.

Home binds us “tenderly together by the sweetest tie
which blesses life and outlives death”. With the unconditional
love of the family, we will, just as Beth says, “feel stronger” ¥
and have the courage to carry on and weather whatever
storms may lie ahead. As the song Home, Sweet Home goes,
“’Mid pleasures and palaces, though we may roam, / Be it
ever so humble, there’s no place like home™.
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Guess How Much I Love You
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Solution of Issue No. 44
1. tricycle jigsaw puzzle
2. tangram Rubik’s cube
3. kendama . spinning top
4. rocking horse 10. yO-yo
5. puppet 11 quoits
6. hula hoop 12. skateboard

NH B E R
BBk R E S EARAT A

Pete’s a Pizza

Pete IEREH FIRTACFTBK > X538 ERFE - O fF
WA T > BRI - IR U BB €8
TR > Wt AR Srel B 2%, -

EE— T EPete il FRE T > FHIE—ERIPELE >
MAEAE EAOHE T4y B R R > FHEKE M SR
HEM BRKEERAE
——MERFH L o EHHELT

T EEIEIEE R Y

B HEBEEHE - ~NH—

& WHELT T - EEit

Pete Jiii b 52 > {ES Y] o Pete

MRS K A > W TR B - AR

B — T - B R R > KW

B > PeteBHBACVDAI I ET o

L RBSEAERA R » FBZIEH William Steig
B BB TEEY - T —ERBEET o MOE R R
B SEAARBSETE IR L > E R > N SRS
R AREANEHHEER WAHHELE W
e FA -5 AR VB > SEZUBR T — & 4 RCE B IR
B o WHEARHEY > FPete A MK - HIgftg/ M
BAEE - T B a1 2O i S 4 i — ] o

18 S BB SR AN 4 B T IR 2D > AP A A1 B
BhM AT - AR RAE IR/ NE A o AR ARMEN
BETRERKRY ? BEZTRNRERKT > MOCE
HYFE SRR K 2 i A9 TR BA 4 A > TSR il 58 =
bR o AR AR/ R T - RBE o R RGN RE
AR R ZU - IR PR AR A Dt o

JRAR 7 26 o 25 3 SRR T IS /R SE > AR W AT
DEEIHENE - B2 EE AR ER o FRE
SRR > B AR R WA R —ERAH
Ko AR RNGETERRERACHSE > R
PRI/ DRI TN R > RERBEERK > —
BREMR > BRETERENEY -

The following winners will be notified individually by post:

Butt Wing-yan

Census and Statistics Department

Ho Suk-shan Census and Statistics Department
Lui Yuk-sim Hong Kong Police Force
Lok Man-yin Labour Department

Leung Chi-ming

Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority
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