What are the joys of childhood? While the pleasure
yielded by toys and games has an undeniable claim, we
cannot over-emphasise the importance of good reads.
Reading is good for both leisure and learning, whether
alone or accompanied.

Almost all traditional fairy tales
conform to a pattern, opening with
“once upon a time” and ending with
a victory over the villain or a happy
reunion between the hero and the
heroine. In the fantasy world of these
tales, young readers meet improbable
characters like fairies, witches, giants,
dwarfs and magical animals. Narrated
in a happy tone, fairy tales make good
bedtime reading. Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, The
Adventures of Pinocchio, and Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs are children’s all-time favourites. Set in a morally
black-and-white world, they win the trust of parents, most
of whom consider it undesirable for their children to be
exposed to the many imperfections of the adult world at
too early an age. For toddlers who cannot read on their
own, parents read to them by their bed. Fairy tales usually
have a moral to teach, so parents may take this opportunity
to inculcate positive values. Children enjoy hearing
books read aloud, even if their parents just keep repeating
the same story. Despite a predictable plot and familiar
characters, intimate moments shared between parents
and children during storytelling are precious experiences
irreplaceable by playing any audiobook.

Storytelling is a time-honoured way for parents
to educate and amuse their children. Fortunately, great
writers like Aesop, the Brothers Grimm and Hans
Christian Andersen have left us a rich legacy. Otherwise,
parents would have to scratch their heads over what to tell
their children each time. Animals play an important part
in children’s stories. Personified, they talk and behave
like us, showing both the good and bad traits of human

beings. We have a persevering

tortoise in The Tortoise and the
Hare, a cunning wolf in Little
Red Riding Hood, and a
timid duck in The Ugly
Duckling. Under
the writers’
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pen, there is a clear distinction between good and evil in
the animal kingdom. Some animals are typically labelled
bad-natured and this renders them less adorable than
the others. The wolf in The Three Little Pigs, for one, is
obviously loathed for its gluttony. Animal stories also open
a window to Mother Nature for young readers, especially
those living in a concrete jungle. For example, from The
Ant and the Cricket, children learn that ants work hard to
hoard food for wintertime, while crickets do not prepare
themselves for the cold weather. In an interesting way, the
fable explains why crickets are short-lived and we see little
of them in winter.

illustrated, because lively illustrations help fire children’s
imagination while capturing their attention. Comics, which
collect comic strips published in newspapers or magazines,
are another kind of reading that engages children. Unlike
animation, comic strips do not display continuous actions |
and conversations. Rather, they tell a story by a sequence |
of drawings with simple narration and short d1alogues |
Parents and children can share the fun o

|
Most story books for children are beautifully l
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Comics, by their very nature,, are
Peanuts and Garﬁeld Just to: name two :

develop a sense of humour. Apart from beln‘g; Jorou,
comics may also be adventurous like the cla' ics

humorous or not, are genera ly well recewe('f’
by children. While this can be asc ed to their
distinctive voice, those 1comc charac ers that =
children find cuddly, such as Moomm , Snoopy
and Donald Duck, are also cr1t1ca1 elements for

their success.

Sharing wonderful stories W1th chlldrei;‘ is
instilling the love of reading and helping them
reading habit. A book is a passage, through whic
enter a world far bigger than thmhey ac
or set out on a journey they WLll_never make in re
children, indeed grown- ups as we].LL books are bc
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Unlike the Chinese, westerners love their children in
an expressive way. They encourage children who behave or
perform well by means of commendation, while Chinese
parents often refrain from giving children praise overtly or
even deny children’s talent or success with humble words.
An old Chinese saying “/) &7 7 » K K%4£”, which
means a talented child may not turn out to be successful
when he grows up, is frequently quoted to show disapproval
of a child acting smart.

That said, westerners and Chinese do share common
views when it comes to bringing up a child.

Infant schools appeared in Europe back in the 19th
century and paved the way for modern kindergartens. In
German, “kindergarten” means “children’s garden”, a relaxing
and pleasurable place for children to play and learn. People
in the West attach huge importance to early education, as
they believe that “the child is father of the man”, a line from
William Wordsworth’s poem My Heart Leaps Up. Childhood
memories usually stay for the rest of one’s life, so they may
determine one’s character as an adult. A grown-up is likely to
show the same qualities that he or she had during childhood.
This notion is shared by the Chinese, as expressed by the
proverb “ = 2% & A\, meaning what one is like at eighty can
be traced back to the age of three. Apparently, both westerners
and Chinese agree that childhood experiences play a crucial
part in shaping personality.

Very often, children look up to their parents as role
models. Parents should therefore be conscious of the propriety
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of their behaviour and try their best to set a good example. As
the saying goes, “Like father; like son”. Children are very good
at imitating, and they tend to do what their parents did before
them. The resemblance between a father and a son is also
observed by the Chinese, as suggested by the proverb “Jz 2
R 7, which literally means a tiger-like father will not have a
son that acts like a dog. This comparison is similar to the idea
expressed by the adage “An eagle does not hatch a dove”.

All loving parents are prepared to provide the best for
their children. Overprotection, however, may do more harm
than good. Parents who “spare the rod’ usually “spoil the
child”. Firm discipline is sometimes necessary for good
upbringing. This echoes the Chinese saying “#& 74 f ¥,
which means a mother’s leniency gives room for her child to
cause the family’s decline. Nevertheless, parents seldom rely
on “the rod” in maintaining discipline nowadays. As warned
by child psychologists, corporal punishment has long-
term psychological impact on a child. Inflicting pain and
causing fear may not be the best way to serve the purpose
of education. Those who have been subject to corporal
punishment as a child are prone to resort to violence in
bringing up their young family. This will become a vicious
cycle. As taught by the Bible, “The sins of the father will be
visited upon the children”.

Child nurturing is a big issue. Parents from different
cultures have their own approaches. But in any case,
parental love and care remain the foundations of a happy
childhood.
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The first of May, which marks the end of winter in
the northern hemisphere, is a festive day in most European
countries and has traditionally been an occasion for
celebrating the coming of springtime.

My affection for this particular day began a long time
ago when I came across a Bee Gees song entitled First of
May. The first line of the song reads, “When I was small,
and Christmas trees were tall...” This makes an interesting
contrast as the lyrics go on with “Now we are tall, and
Christmas trees are small...”, telling how things appear
differently to a child and an adult.

Another medium through which the world may be
understood from the perspective of a child is motion
pictures. I can recall three examples from the eighties, when
Christmas trees were still tall to me.

The Oscar-winning Best Foreign Film Cinema Paradiso
(1988) is a coming-of-age story unveiled through the
experiences of a young boy, Toto. In Toto’s eyes, the cinema is
a place of fun, his only refuge
from a deprived
life. There he makes
friends with Alfredo,

a projectionist and
also a father figure
for him. Toto uses
his milk money to
gain admission to
the local cinema. The
big screen opens a
window to the outside
world where he gets
to know Charlie Chaplin and John Wayne. He often sneaks
home with pockets full of spliced frames of film and keeps
them alongside his much treasured family photos. Despite
strong objection from his mother, Toto does not give up his
dream of film making.

- In the Swedish film
el B ™3 My Life as a Dog (1985),

1 life is far too complex

for the twelve-year-old
Ingemar. His beloved
mother is terminally ill and
his elder brother bullies him

cooking Throughta™
fhe Eyes of @ Child

Damon Kong
Official Languages Officer 11
Transport Department

daily. As his mother can no longer care for him, Ingemar
is sent away to stay with their relatives. Depressed by
the separation, Ingemar finds comfort in his own way
by comparing his troubles to the tragedies of others and
the plight of Laika, the first dog sent to space, which
eventually starved to death. He also draws comfort from
two episodes of his cherished memories: the idyllic day he
spent at the seaside with his mother and the happy games
he played with his dog. In his new home, Ingemar puts his
troubles behind as he has plenty to do with other kids, such
as playing for the local football team, helping out with the
glass works, and riding on an imaginary UFO, which is in
fact a giant tin can attached to a wire. For the first time,
Ingemar has found that he is surrounded by people who
genuinely like him, and he musters the strength to tide over
the hard times.

War is a terror
to most of us, but this
may not be the case
for children. Hope and
Glory (1987), set in a
British home during
World War II, looks at
the Blitz through the
eyes of a seven-year-old,
Billy Rohan. At the outset
of the war, Billy sees with
wonder and imagination
that the war is going to be
an extension of his world
of knights, tin soldiers and war games. The nightly German
air raids are magnificent “firework displays”, not to mention
the joy of learning that his school has been blown up by a
bomb. To a young boy, this time in history is more of an
adventure, a total upheaval of order and discipline.

These three films remind us of the little things in life
that cheer us up during hard times. Toto is impecunious,
Ingemar is parted from his mother, and Billy lives in
wartime; yet they all have an unforgettably joyful childhood.
No matter how hard life is, what matters most is how you see
it. Life can be miserable or full of joys, depending on your
perspective. Next time when you feel that life is difficult, try
to re-examine it from the perspective of a child, and perhaps
you will find its brighter side.

While we try to teach our children all about life,
our children teach us what life is all about.

Angela Schwindt
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According to an old French saying, to know the truth
about everything, one must listen to what drunkards, children,
idiots and women say. People seem to think that the truth
comes more likely out of the mouth of the less sophisticated.
From this belief, we have derived the proverb “Children and
fools tell the truth” or “Children and fools speak the truth’”.

Hypocrisy often hides the truth. Not knowing that
sometimes it is diplomatic or serves one’s interest to lie,
children and fools tend to speak the truth. A well known
example is the innocent child that reveals the truth before
the naked king in The Emperor’s New Clothes. A similar
situation can be found in Shakespeare’s King Lear. The
old King asks his three daughters to manifest their love for
him. Unlike her elder sisters, who please with flattery, the
youngest daughter replies bluntly, “I love your majesty/
According to my bond; no more nor less.” In wrath, the King
divides his realm between the two honey-mouthed daughters
and banishes the youngest, not realising that this “thankless”
child loves him most and that the two inheritors will turn
against him one day. The King’s unwise decisions are then
ridiculed by the Fool, who plays the role of a sage and keeps
reminding the King how foolish he has been.
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Children find everything in nothing;
men find nothing in everything.
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Giacomo Leopardi
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Navidvile  Pastime Playthings -

Do you still remember what your childhood pastimes were in those days when electronic
gadgets were not as popular as they are today? There were certainly many choices and each of
them could be fun. Some trained the mind, some exercised the muscles, and some demanded
the coordination of both. Below are a dozen examples of these playthings. Are you able to
name them one by one? It’s child’s play, right?

) o - [

Please send your entry to the Editorial Board of Word Power, Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room
2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong before 12 August 2011. Watch out for our
coming issue to see if you get all the answers right and, better still, if you are one of the lucky five to win a prize. The Editorial
Board will have the final say on the answers.

Name : Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (delete as appropriate)
Department
Post :
Office Address :
Tel. No. :

Issue No. 45 (September 2011) : Man and Society ZR AU BN A e
Issue No. 46 (December 2011) : Festivals and Rituals R AR BN NI ¢ B R
Contributions from colleagues are welcome. Please refer to Issue No. 42 for details. BN RS8R o ABlEES s o

oCBM RESECHEL:  SEERIN Dr Robert J. Neather Hon Chinese Adviser Dr Hong Po-man  Hon English Adviser Dr Robert J. Neather
AN
ES W ZH B Lt BATHB P R Chairman  Mrs Stella Mui Member  Mrs Loletta Yeung Executive Editor ~ Mr Kenneth Luk
RH BEELL FH ELHELL EgE FiEEEa Member ~ Ms Peggy Chan Member  Ms Iris Ip Assistant Editor ~ Miss Cynthia Seto
ZH T4 ZH RERLL: Member  Mr James Ho Member ~ Ms Winnie Cheung
ZH BEHELL %R LRfEkE Member Miss Holly Lo Member  Mr Damon Kong

COGRY 53 M A5 B 3085 5 4 B (http://www.csb.gov.hk/tc_chi/publication/2006.html)  HHI3EHASTIIA ATAT 35 s ik > 7% 25 30 7 it 4 S 66 5 & B BUR & 8 R JE 2310 E A B
FH5 Jey i il SCHHS P GG #ii R B & > 2l T % csbolrs @csb.gov.hk ©

Word Power is also uploaded to the webpage of the Civil Service Bureau (http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestions about this publication, please write
to the Editorial Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csbolrs @csb.gov.hk).
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