Newcomers to the English Language

English, like all other languages, never stands still. Instead, it is dynamic and ever-growing. New words,
new phrases and new usages that we can't find in our dictionaries constantly crop up in everyday publications.

Among such “newcomers” are fashionable expressions describing various aspects of life in the English-
speaking communities and reflecting people's changing values or attitudes. Meanwhile, some are coined
merely to serve as eye-catchers or buzzwords, but still, they help add to the liveliness of the language. On
the other hand, some obscure or outdated words have rejuvenated and re-established themselves as modern
writers' favourites. As a new word can quickly find its way into the English vocabulary, let us make their
acquaintance early.

eyeballs visitors to a web site
mindset an attitude of mind, usually inflexible and hard to change
synergy additional energy produced by two people combining their ideas
dotcom company that do business on the Internet
portal gateway to the Internet, which may be a directory web or a search engine
paradigm typical example of something
cyberchat discussion on the Internet
one-stop shopping shopping for all one's need at one single mall or supermarket
(to have) deep pockets to have huge capital to be able to keep an unprofitable business going
freefall sudden and uncontrolled drop in the value of something
brickbats fragments of a hard material, often used to refer to criticisms
Netiquette code of behaviour for Internet users
trailblazer pioneer in an enterprise
pre-loved euphemism for secondhand
(to) marginalise to push someone or something to an unimportant position
politically correct acceptable to active critics of inequalities in society
backlash strong reaction against recent policies or social developments
burnout physical or mental exhaustion due to overwork resulting
in loss of creativity or productivity
(to) outsource to pay other workers or companies to do jobs formerly done
inside an organization
helpline telephone service which provides information or assistance to callers




