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When will a group of people do things “as one man”?
This happens when they act in unison, or are in complete
agreement, asif they were just one single person. For example,
“The laid-off workers speak up as one man to negotiate with
their employer, while the company partners are also as one
man on the issue of lay-offs.”

Otetani was the chief of the Seneca — a group of Red
Indiansin North America—in the early 19th century. In 1805,
a Christian minister went to speak to histribe in an attempt to
baptise his followers. In response to the minister’s oration,
Otetani stated the following in his eloquent address, affirming
his wish to uphold the tribal values:

.. It was at your request that we came together at
this time. We have listened with attention to what
you have said. You requested us to speak our minds
freely. This gives us great joy; for we now consider
that we stand upright before you and can speak what
we think. All have heard your voice and all speak to
you now as one man. Our minds are agreed ...

Asthetribal chief and his followers' representative, Otetani
spoke the mind of all with one voice. In using the phrase “as
one man”, he emphasised the fact that his tribesmen would
not be divided by the minister.

“As one man” may also be expressed as “as a man”. For
those who have grave concerns about political correctness, here
“man” can perhaps bereplaced by “woman” if agroup of ladies
are being referred to instead.

B e Eﬁuﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%
A o HEATERER/N > bR % KR
Z Y ERRYE - BT E AT ET%#/F%MEE’J%
B EEWEUELR  BAMBN NS » AL
B {EL A o

{HLAE T > FREfERERBHA - A > &
ERE W NG BT ST RO R 5
ST o REPEAFER o T TH [ AL iﬂﬁ"‘%ﬁﬂﬂ%
WS — T TiR(E > "BUT LB H Az E - SERAR
U > BECHBE AR WY o TS BUGIE » R
FBeTti BTt 5 A BRI R B 52 0 R j(ﬁT““ S
R o RREEANLL > AETiTHEE EAE > EREOR o BE N
B BAREE T LEYERT SR {E‘EK
D NH A BEAE — L TR B BB

SRE| AT > (AL A AR R B Ry > e
FORIXFE B R S o T HL R R A Fs B
i > AH A R BGHR AN FEARE] o “HOn—f 8 W —%& >
PR £5100% o “HE AL S 5 i T 200% > RP
F IR EI300% » [H “BHA " Frdg i > Sl A 2 A 1

R b
'ffa «Q

i — 0 H AR A BB AT A A A [R] L‘%jj FE
IEHEE o M7 IR AR - F48 DO BE o KK
B4k— > WER—FoMOo > AELFENEEE

HE AR LA o DT R G - 2R
LEHD) 2 WG Ji— R0 > SLERRE > MR KT R
& R ERA PR o L A — 1 .

[T ) 7 B — 1 — 0" R AR TR R
BEF) - REBEEA > BELEEE - THAETA
FLLEE « %" RA T2 4 > “AE"HREEZE -
WA S ETCEEE > R o B EAE

Hjii\Zﬁﬁj"F%%’é* i) > R VR 5K %%ﬂ?}j&ﬂ L
] Y RO B B RO R A

SEIfs 5 FTIBIAE o
SRR - 15
AL B - {78
A5 o “FL
18 th ] £
F.07 > (3
& 55 B ) 8
B0l B
R E
Il - R -
KA -

XBRE DR

£ 17200% > M&Z% 17300% > JRBI¥E-RAZ M EE A ok
f1400% - I EARH » “RE W BUB MG E o BEEE
B— > MBI S B B Rt E
RERESE— > B—FE " BWELN > B=%02
JNT o

BRNBE NG - R FE 2 “increase X-
fold” > #l# “increase twofold” /& 1% /% > “increase
tenfold” &3 = + 1% - A > HFERA “double” »
“triple” AR E S X > HERES D WEME
R A RS o A BIMETA R TR R
it 2 ANA] o 4t “double” A “triple” &R “HE I T £ AN
HINT =ZRE > WAERE - BT HIT - R RFEA
BTy — 80 > S AERE A KPS IT I “double” T > AR
BN AU BT T - W T — B o s
R B A MERE AR 5 QRS R T A > B
ErFRABCAEMETZZE jJDLJ?HEE’J B6 > A

HIRA G A RA =TT » ABIRAKIER S > BREKR
BE > HER—F2EZmERGE R %E ==

#EI'

2

(2)



=
==
s

WHAG - “=tARE EHLEE
FEATHEIRS - DAETE iy B3R

S SH B LR (R - A
WA ERER WL THIEEH -
R BRI (B - WA 52 - 155
S0 - MR o AV R - B
BCICAT BT » MR % DR 0L A
B - LR TR o AU =
ERALIRE T A e i U R
S st2) 55 5 8 47— 15 FABERE © “RETEDE T -
BRI AR - % AR
A ML AURKR > =N R LR o
RIEGZ . —RBESEEIRET o

SER B SN R R R
AR - BRI 015 R et
SERINTE - 00— © =N R
AR - LURFHIRZZ o DI A SRR
WA LM - — W - R
AZEC BRE AT % o HES E AT
BoATME  BS  AAZAA WO
o 0o RN o e FEof o BT
- WA

CEAARFH UG R B A - RIBE
L B MR o =T SRHLIEREE - KA
AR ANEFRT > BE T

EEREAR  BABRHE
BN X 0 F R
ﬁﬂ'ﬂ%i%& 5 X ~E

EEFREE

M AR =F s BT - ok
B RIS - BE BT
TN W B -

SARE T RS REMFWE - H AR
B o e IR B B B A LR
s T A o BB R SR R

2
= nﬁﬂrz

AN

==

7%

£+

G SN o PR BE - HOP R AR
BRI HESE - AVATAE B AR SR I B AR B
T 65 JHE R PR e R > S LY SR IE IE 2K 1 SR ) P
T o Mt EAMEAL - AHAR - RAREY AL R TE A
b S NEREESE - fH B EBITE” o AR R
b B ERRTET IR I S R RS > DUILE
o BORDMBALE > AR T -

A A (S 2) 2 T /N A i R
THETH—3 > FFH K TR - P
At AR MR =N o SRR R - AR
BRI BRASE B TE © 5500+ = MR AR R BB 9
B R REEL T8 ERRTET D R

EERERERT > BER AR NS &
ERFNERBTILE - BFHEZRION - A
AlE o BIFTHOE > araR BN > 7ERUBHLACE
o BRTEERE > MRRF T ER =15
F& o SEDIVCR o SRAGHRE DA > vk S RE A
MR T A > BIRERE - AR ACHEA
IS AR > AR AR £ KL
o BHEEE . SCHORMM I - & Ak
REELIRYG > LA E AR R
B e gRIER > HRACLL M _EBITET Z w1 2] i
B HEES TS RBIHIEAREE -

=FNEHEADE > WIS EAEN
REGEEME > ERBCEEM S Eg - 85
AL MR R ZE > BATfEE— o =N
At BRETREAWES > —— 25 LAHEE -

T OSREHRT R SEBR - WEEIE - TR - LIRS
5 WBIEE B KATE) - BIFTR  FOKE A TR
W~ WK - SRR > SRR~ T - SRR
ARk - EREM - RFBK - A EBITE - RRIERRE - E
m ER S BB - SR - BIRAE - E G w
At EAOEMC RERT - BRI M
A~ KRR ERUER - BORER - ERAGE - EIRE - R’

i) AP i g
& ' am @ e A
o
@ ’ - BT ATAEEAL o o
' l: 9\11\“%3 T :l

(3]



AR BR IR » B RS 4E T A Z 4% « 4
b BT EEE ST AE - 155 - GRS > BA A
B RE I ah - MESRMAEE S RO > lE
T B RRIR o

SEER LB RSCTIRAERAR T - A =
AR~ BB TAEARIESE > HEILEE B
TR R ATE S TR o RFHRRE - 75 L TG P
T ERMARNT AR  WAERFEAREAE - BT
i BT B AT W S R — U -

N EIEEE N _/\%/\ P NN s R ARL
B T RS DB D4 > 55 R HRE (R |
AL a0 “T/UEANMEBL > T REERIK > mTRE A
REESIRET -

ﬁ%%ﬁ—%ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁi%m%" H & 55 A fr el
SN BRI ? =~ N> ZBEEIINEEEEIL
?JET%%I?TE@ B o T—vnn% 1T S 1 1 = 1
NN - A REF NS o R H AR IZ IS
& | GPEAERT > FER WS N ARE D - L =NT R
e A R R AR R R E Y 5 =8 —5 > BERE
& REEE !

T"?EEI’J‘W%?E&'?% MRERSEMAE S > KT
BRI A ) o “886” N E MR ml H LN FEFE T > I
A EWRARER BT mAEEE LR A T AR
B o SR B T2 A 997 ¢ ik “99” Y B B U " AR
[ o FT LA i — S AR Y 5 R 2 AAE A 1 DL 99” IR i

(f = b} ) “;'-"”
f\ B2

iy
CHRIEEHFXTALHEGE

W7o RS - 3y
IDERE S

Seatt S B AL > T SRR © RS 2417 )2
R ? DU B — R4 > S KE L8R © “The store
is open 24/7° o JEA “24/7" AR IE R E LR - B K24/
REEESE o BUIEREL o 2417 HUE IF AT o dIESI R
“24/77 AT AR KB - TR AZE” - “Why are you
complaining 24/7?” & B “IR S5 (T 2 R AEH AR 27

Z R “ifty-fifty” > XU BRI ? G B A 58 A i
BRETH (A EES) MEEMME LR EMEE
“fifty-fifty” Hi2 &2 B o “We have a fifty-fifty chance
of winning” £ MM A —L e -

BeAh @A — AR BT - B2 1017 - ERARAT
L1 I AE Al % W - 7 B2 s & nT A > i 0
“investing 1017 ~ “online gaming 101" + “fishing 101" ~
“parenting 101" % o J5i Ak 35 B K B2 — AR AR ) BB RL B 2 DU
“L00°FE AR SR 5E > AERBR - BEHH AR SRR - il =
SRS DU AE SR OB B AR 5520 R DA3FNAEE T > BT) “1017 H 2
W) A RRRR NS > 51 £ Ty TR R A R G o BRI
“investing 101" B2 AT E R o Mz ARl — [T EE R D
AT LA A “101” AN o

FUEAT 5L - i i i R sl > #S AT SR B By Moy (Y
HEBR > WA > AESIMRER o FMEXT > 3
R A g SO A — T VRN R T B
A G LRI E L - “1007 IR BT BRI R F
il EE  EAESEA HRIK o

BROCT AT ATLAR > A Gk

A good decision is based on knowledge and not on numbers.

Plato

| work from Day 1 to Day 7.
24/7 isno Greek to me.
When and where will it stop? Good heavens.

Sleep more than 6 hours — not an option,
but aluxury that | hold dear.
| work from Day 1 to Day 7.

5 years later will | survive the same pattern?
Earning money just to pay off bills?
When and where will it stop? Good heavens.
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The Formulas

R

Cherry Mu
Official Languages Officer 11
Education Bureau

This formula must be undone
b4 | am choked with tears!
| work from Day 1 to Day 7.

3, the answer to all questions,
isthe only salvation for me.
When and where did it start? O, heavens.

2 be free from this unfenced prison,
| yearn for a blessed release.

| will start over with 1 + 1.

What, when, where is timelessness?
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Word 1

When we were small, most of us learned how to
“count on our fingers”, which enables us to count up to
ten. So something that can be “ counted on our fingers’ is
avery small quantity. For example, job seekers might be
disappointed to learn that vacancies can be “counted on
one's fingers’. By contrast, when something existsin a
great quantity, we might “lose count of” it.

Werefer to someone asamiser if he enjoys hoarding
money and hates spending any of it, like the onein The
Miser and His Gold from Aesop’s fables—the miser cries
over theloss of hisgold which he has buried at the foot of
atree and used to fondle every week. In the modern world,
if someone perceives everything with a money-minded
approach and has no regard for non-monetary issues, we
may, disapprovingly, call this person a*bean counter”,
where “bean” is an informal term for money.

Though not addicted to counting money as much as
amiser is, we do counting in many different situations.
For example, we “ count down” to midnight on New Year's
Eve, or to the launch of a spacecraft. “To count down”
means counting backwards, usually aloud, before
something happens.

Asyour birthday draws near, you might plan to throw
aparty. Before deciding on the size of the birthday cake,
you will have to “count heads’ or “count noses’, which
means counting the number of guests. Upon receipt of
your invitation, some of your friends might ask you to
“count themin”, while others might apol ogise and request
you to “count them out” for the party. “To count someone
in” means to include someone in something. Conversely,
“to count someone out” means to exclude someone from
something. In another context, “ count me out” may be used
to show someone’s disapproval of an idea. For example,
some directors might say “count me out” when discussing
liquidation at a board meeting. That signifiestheir refusal
to be counted as supporters.

's Do Countinq

e

Organising a birthday party
single-handedly is no easy thing.
Seeking helpisagood idea, like“ counting
on others” to do the decorations or to
prepare food. “To count on someone”
means to rely on that person.

When we say someone is “down for
the count”, we mean this person hasfailed in
something. Thisidiom comes from the sports
language. A boxer knocked down by the
opponent and failing to get up before the referee
has finished counting is considered to have lost the
fight. Here is an example: “Every time Hong Kong is
plagued by the avian flu, the poultry trade is down for the
count.” Or we may say, “The poultry trade takes the count
every time Hong Kong is plagued by the avian flu.” A
boxer who has been knocked out is said to be “out for the
count”, which means the athlete remains unconscious
when the referee has counted to ten. Humorously, this
expression may be borrowed to describe someone legping
likealog.

Thereisaproverb about counting: “Don’t count your
chickens before they are hatched” . Its origin is found in
another Aesop’s fable The Milkmaid and Her Pail: A
milkmaid goes to the market carrying a pail of milk on
her head. On her way, she beginsto think about the things
she can get after selling the milk —some fowls, some eggs,
afrock and a hat ... But before waking from her dream,
she loses her balance and the pail falls off. Back home,
sheismoralised by her mother: “Don’'t count your chickens
before they are hatched.” The lesson is: one should avoid
making plansor drawing conclusions based on good results
that are only anticipated but have not yet materialised.
Take for example the stock market. Despite soaring prices,
investors should not “count their chickens” until al the
shares in hand have been cashed.
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Numbers constitute the only universal language.

Nathanael West
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from Zero to a Million

Lifeisfull of numbers—from telephone digitsto security passwords. While some are of great significance, some do not mean much
to us. In the box below are twelve numbers, chosen from zero to amillion. Their literal meaning may or may not be of any particular
importance, but they form part of the phrases or idioms we use in our daily communication. You may wish to fill in the blanksin the
following sentences. Give it ago. Please note that some numbers may appear more than once, but only in the same sentence.

Zero one two Six nine ten
twelve nineteen forty fifty eighty million

@ |feltsodespyandtook __ winksthis afternoon.

@ | gavethe poet out of for his beautifully written ode.

@ Putting and together, she knew who had stolen the money.

@ Itrealy knockedmefor___ when my boss announced the wage cut.

@ Hewasoncloud____ because hiswife had just given birth to their first child.

@ Whenever thegirlsmeset, theytalk __ tothe dozen.

@ You might win abig prize in the lucky draw, but it isachancein a

@ Herpersondlitydidaone-__ after the accident.

@ Thepianiststruck ___ inhisfirst public performance and won great acclaim.

() All sectors of the community will adopt aunitedstanceon___ tolerance to domestic violence.

(M The chances of hiswinning the match are only -

@ My proposal wasrejected. | amnow backtosquare__ with the work.

Please send your entry to the Editorial Board of Word Power, Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room
2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong before 14 August 2009. Watch out for our
coming issueto seeif you get all the answersright and if you are one of the lucky fiveto win aprize. The Editorial Board will have
thefinal say on the answers.

Name : Mr/Mrs/MissMs Department :

(delete as appropriate)

Post : Tel. No. :
Office Address :
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Word Power isaso uploaded to the homepage of the Civil Service Bureau (hittp:/mww.csh.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestionsabout this publication, pleesewriteto the
Editoria Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csholrs@csb.gov.hk).
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