A Close Encounter: Classical Chinese Literature in English

o Chinese literature is

among the richest in the

literary world. Over the

years, many scholars have

ventured to translate

Chinese literary gems into

the English language. The

1171-page Classical Chinese

Literature: An Anthology of

Translations,represents a

= comprehensive collection

of their efforts. It contains

the works of Arthur Waley,

David Hawkes, James Legge, A.C. Graham, and
many other luminaries of the field.

The one thousand plus selected writings are
chronologically arranged by genre, from the Oracle
Bone inscriptions to the poems and lyrics of the Tang
Dynasty. Each section is introduced with quotes by
pre-eminent observers of China across the ages. The
editors have made a good attempt to encompass the
classical Chinese literature in its various forms,
including songs, poetry, biographies, drama, fiction,
as well as works of early Chinese philosophy and
history.

Bibliographies, explanatory notes, copious
illustrations, a chronology of major dynasties, and
two-way romanisation tables coordinating the Wade-

Giles and pinyin transliteration systems provide helpful
tools to aid readers in exploring this rich tradition
of world literature.

This collection has taken over 10 years to
complete. Joseph S.M. Lau , Who has taught
Chinese literature in the U.S. since 1964, initiated
its publication in 1985. Lau is the co-editor of The
Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Literature with
Howard Goldblatt. He is currently Chair Professor
of Translation and Head of the Department of
Chinese at Lingnan University, Hong Kong.

Lau's partner in this project is John
Minford, a world-renowned sinologist
from the U.K. He has vast experience
in teaching Chinese literature and
literary translation in mainland China,
Hong Kong and New Zealand. He is
noted for his translation of the last 40
chapters of Cao Xueqin's The Story
of the Stone . His
current projects include the Strange Tales
of Pu Songling
and the martial arts fiction of Hong Kong
novelist Louis Cha

This landmark anthology is jointly
published by the Chinese University
Press and the Columbia University Press.




