Black Sheep

“We're little black sheep who've gone astray...”
(Rudyard Kipling, Nobel Prize Laureate in
Literature 1907)

We use “black sheep” to refer to
somebody who is considered by his family or
peer group as bad or worthless and thus a
cause of embarrassment.

For hundreds of years, black sheep have
been regarded as a disgusting or at least an
undesirable class of animals. This is especially
true with shepherds probably because of
economic considerations. White sheep
usually sell better than their black relatives
and are therefore worth more. It goes without
saying that black sheep are seen to be
unwelcome. Meanwhile, people not engaged
in sheep rearing may still dislike
black sheep, but simply because
of their colour. To many of them,
black symbolises devil, evil or bad
omens which bring misfortune
and disasters.
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Doubting Thomas

“| can assure the doubting Thomases that there is no question of
me staying to slow down these changes.”
(Mrs. Anson Chan, Chief Secretary for Administration)

This statement was made by Mrs. Anson
Chan at a luncheon meeting. In her speech,
Mrs. Chan mentioned the public sector reform.
There she reiterated the Government's
determination to pursue a major programme of
improvements to public services and, equally
important, her commitment to get things done.
But why did she choose to use the expression
“doubting Thomases” in her statement?

This idiom came from the Bible. Thomas
was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus. Jesus
appeared before some of his followers on several
occasions after his crucifixion. But Thomas, not

among them, had all along rejected their claim
that Jesus had resurrected. It was not until he
had seen the print of the nails in Jesus' hands
and put his hand into Jesus' side that he believed.
So Jesus taught this doubting Thomas a lesson
in John 20:29: “Because you have seen me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not
seen, and have believed.”

A doubting Thomas is one who refuses to
believe anything before he can see the evidence
with his own eyes. It is also used to refer to a
sceptic who tends to have doubts about all things
which are against his expectations.




