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How do we see the ocean? To different people and in
different epochs, the ocean may carry different meanings.

Those who did geography at school should know that
two-thirds of our planet is covered by water. The ocean,
separating one continent from another, is often regarded
by mankind as a barrier. Before ships were invented,
human activities were mostly confined to the coastline,
though good swimmers could go farther offshore. So men
on different continents were geographically divided by the
sea, and men on a small island would seem very secluded.
Yet English metaphysical poet John Donne (1572-1631)
took a different view. He draws a comparison between
men and islands in his Meditation XVII:

No man is an island, entire of itself;
every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main.

According to Donne, mankind is interconnected and
no man is isolated from another. We are all interdependent
and do not exist on our own. Donne’s idea is best illustrated

. when we put it into the context of Robinson Crusoe (1719),
anovel by Daniel Defoe (1660-1731). Under Defoe’s pen,
even the shipwrecked castaway, Robinson Crusoe, manages
to find a soul mate, Friday, on a nameless island. Crusoe
helps Friday to escape from the hands of native cannibals
and teaches him English. In return, Friday keeps Crusoe
company and comforts him in his lonely days. It is friendship
that bonds the two together. Expanding Donne’s idea, we
see that as long as we reach out, we shall be able to make
the acquaintance of many “Fridays”. Taken from Defoe’s
work, the term “man Friday” or “girl Friday” has now
become a synonym for “helper” or “companion”.

In many cultures,
especially those that thrive
on fishing, the ocean is a
symbol of mercilessness. On

windless days, the sea is
peaceful and calm. But
when the weather is
stormy, the sea becomes

a gluttonous demon that
devours seafarers and
their vessels without a
trace. The remains of
wrecked ships will sink to the
bottom of its stomach and
become underwater treasures. The

A giant marlin

wrath of the sea may claim countless lives and destroy
everything along the shore. Because of its vastness, the
ocean makes men all the more insignificant, and maybe
even helpless. Yet the boundless sea may not be as
unconquerable as it seems. This is the belief that Ernest
Hemingway (1899-1961) held when he wrote The Old
Man and the Sea (1952). Growing old makes us weak,
but it can never shake our iron will. The old fisherman,
Santiago, by virtue of his unfaltering determination,
fights against nature and prevails in his struggle with a
giant marlin caught at sea. It is his courage and
perseverance that the author eulogises. Though what
Santiago brings onshore in the end is nothing but the
large fish bone left by the sharks that shared his catch,
he has indeed triumphed over hardship and danger,
represented by the sea that shows no mercy.

Because of its unfathomable depth, the ocean is
also considered a symbol of mystery. Deep down, the
bottom of the sea is sheer darkness, an unknown horizon
to mankind. Nowadays, with more advanced
technology, the scope of scientists’ exploration has
broadened, and submarine expeditions reach the floor
of the ocean. But obviously, when French writer Jules
Verne (1828-1905) released his popular fiction Vingt
Mille Lieues Sous Les Mers (Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under The Sea) in 1870, the world under water was
still a mystery to all. Though there had been early forms
of underwater vessels, modern seagoing submarines
were not yet a reality. With his rich imagination, Verne
conceived a submarine story that we would call science
fiction today. His work tells of the adventures of Captain
Nemo and his submarine “Nautilus”. Initially
mistakenly believed by most people to be a giant
narwhal, “Nautilus” turns out to be a huge electrically-
powered metal vessel that sparkles in water. Verne’s
portrayal is almost prophetic of the more sophisticated
submarines that later came into existence.

Over time, our perception of the sea has somewhat
changed. Different continents are now connected by
various forms of transport and the barriers that once existed
because of the ocean have hence been removed. The
underwater world is now more open to us as a result of
high-tech explorations, and no longer a complete mystery.
That said, the sea remains a merciless force of Mother
Nature, capable of causing calamitous damage to mankind.
Fortunately, with more precise alert systems, such damage
can be kept to a minimum.
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There is one spectacle grander than the sea, that is the sky;
there is one spectacle grander than the sky, that is the interior of the soul.

Victor Hugo




[ have been in love with dolphins ever since I was a child. The more I know about them, the more I love
them. There are heart-warming stories all over the world about dolphins saving people in danger, or stimulating
autistic or paralysed children through dolphin-assisted therapy. Their friendly, fun-loving and altruistic character
has touched my heart for a long time. My love for dolphins extended to whales and porpoises when I later learnt
that they all belonged to the cetacean family. It has long been my dream to visit these adorable angels in
different parts of the world, and my dream is now being fulfilled...

It was back in 1995
when I had my first
encounter with wild
dolphins. I still remember
how stunning it was to see
a pink dolphin breaching
in the busy harbour of
Hong Kong. Friendly and
curious, the dolphins
chased each other around
us when our boat was not
in motion. Some young
adults even came close to
check us out. Since then, I have been visiting these beautiful
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins (F7 & K - 7 B¢ %)
or Chinese white dolphins (*F 2 & %) in the western and
south-western waters of Lantau. This inshore species is unique
as they are born dark grey, and gradually turn pink when they
reach adulthood. Recently, off Lantau East near the Soko
Islands (& & & %) , I met some finless porpoises (7L /%) |
a smaller dark grey species, which look like floating tyres on
water as they lack a dorsal fin. Usually shy, they hide out on
hearing the noise of motors and this makes them especially
difficult to observe.

A pink dolphin in the busy
harbour of Hong Kong

It was a totally different
experience watching dolphins in
the vast Pacific Ocean. Setting off
from Hualien (7€ 1) , Taiwan, in
2004, I came across quite a few
offshore species. Pantropical
spotted dolphins (# & BE& M) |
characterised by a white tip to the
beak, were the first to come with
amazing agility for a bow ride. We
then found ourselves surrounded
by some 200 spinner dolphins

(2% %) , which spun high up
to the air and performed incredible somersaults before
returning to the water with a splash. After this rour de force,
we met some round-headed Risso’s dolphins (7& 4L i )
nearby. From their dark grey colour, I could tell they were a
pod of young adults as the older ones usually bear more
white patches. These are but a few of the many cetacean
species occurring in the eastern Taiwan waters. This diversity
is attributable to the complex interaction between the coastal

.

Dating Angels of ithe Sea

The acrobatic spinner dolphins

Patty Tse
Official Languages Officer I
Department of Justice

waters and the warm Kuroshio Current (£ i#]) from the
tropics, which creates a highly productive and nutritious
ecosystem for dolphins and whales.

Travelling south to
Queensland, Australia,
in 2006, I met some
gentle giants —
humpback whales
(2 8 #%) — which can
measure up to 18 metres
at maturity. Every year
from June to October,
humpback whales
migrate from the

. A whale “hug”
Antarctic to the warm 9 I

waters of Australia for feeding and breeding. During my trip,
one of these gigantic creatures came over to peep at us, and
flapped its three-metre-long flipper slowly and gently right
in front of us. This big “hug” from the whale made the choppy
chilly boat trip worth everything. At Morten Bay, Brisbane,
I had a few intimate moments with the free swimming
bottlenose dolphins (7@%”— %) , which have been visiting
the place every evening to be hand-fed since 1992. One may
think this is because the dolphins
are hungry, but they were most
gentle and patient when they took
the fish from my hand and I knew
they were there simply to enjoy
human companionship. Of course,
in most cases, feeding wild
dolphins should not be
encouraged as it may alter their
natural behaviour. At Morten Bay,
the feeding activity is closely
supervised by marine biologists.

I will continue to visit my
beloved marine friends. Watching whales and dolphins in
their natural habitat is far more fascinating than watching
them in aquariums or water parks where they are trained to
perform tricks to entertain human spectators. To me, it is
miraculous to have close interaction with such intelligent
and graceful animals in the vast ocean. If you have ever met
these lovely angels at sea, you will surely find it a once-in- )

a-lifetime experience.
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:_ The word “land” not only means the dry, solid part of the a situation is much better than it really is, in a way that seems »*
¥ Earth’s surface, but can also be used in the abstract to refer to slightly stupid or even naive. In the same vein, fo live in La-La ~ *
;’ a non-existent place of happiness. Dreamland, Fairyland and Land is used to describe people who have lost touch with reality. f
% Wonderland are but a few examples of such imaginary places. As there are quite a few drug addicts and drunkards in Los
¢  There, things are usually beautiful and the folks worry-free. It Angeles, which is nicknamed La-La Land, to live in La-La 4
b is, however, a pity that such imaginary worlds exist only in Land means to be high on drugs or completely drunk, and . .
% . legends and fairy tales. hence unaware of what is happening around. i, *
% * Take Never-Never Land. Itis A land of milk and honey is a place thought to be affluent ».
» afictional place where everything which people in poor living conditions long for. For many " N
g is pleasant or perfect in a way that Mexicans, for example, the United States appears tobe a land of . *
¥ is impossible to achieve in reality. milk and honey, because they believe that life there is more £
"; As such, we may say, for example, plpasant and money is easier to come by. The a!lusion is to .the &
« “Anyone who thinks an airport Bible (Exodqs 3 8), where the Lord promises to !Jnng Fhe Ismehtes i
3 4 could be built in a day is living in out of captivity in Egypt and into a land “flowing with milk and =
» e Never-Never Land”. Never-Never honey”. This is the Promised Land of the Israclites, and the
& Petfe.r Pgn_r?nkd hIBS fl’Tllry Land was brought to the everyday expression a promised land is used to refer to a place where %
« Tiee) e 51 language when Scottish people expect to find happiness and ample opportunities for
* . playwright James Matthew Barrie (1860-1937) used it in his Success. b
- play Peter Pan (1904) for the place where Peter and the lost It would be very embarrassing if you were found in the * -
o boys live — though in the late 19th century, Australians were land of Nod at the end of a talk or a movie by someone who &«
** already using it for the uninhabited regions of their continent. In invited you there. Derived from the Bible (Genesis 4:16), to **
= Never-Never Land, people cease to age and remain young be in the land of Nod means being asleep. If the person who e
4 forever. Hence the term is also seen as a metaphor for eternal extends the invitation to you is humorous enough, he or she ~ *
‘s childhood or immortality. Never-Never Land is sometimes might remind you in a polite undertone that it is time to be :’
P shortened to Never Land or Neverland. back in the land of the living, a colloquialism meaning “awake” :
- i ey . . i
# Any idea what kind of people those who live in Cloud- L eI SIS QRS2 A
. cuckoo-land are? The Birds (414 BC), a comedy of ancient No matter what kind of land you are living in or looking & "
e Greek dramatist Aristophanes, should give you the answer. It for, it is always advisable o see how the land lies or to get the 4
b depicts the building of an imaginary city called Cloud-cuckoo- lay/lie of the land before making a decision or taking any action. t
b land in the air by the birds. So people who are unrealistic are The meaning of these two expressions is more or less the same, %
4 said to be living in Cloud-cuckoo-land. The expression to live that is, to get hold of all relevant information and study the ¥
': in Cloud-cuckoo-land means to hold an optimistic belief that situation carefully before you act. :
. - - ». i . E * *
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A smooth sea never made a skilled mariner.

English proverb
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The following winners will be notified individually
by post:
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Department
Wk Lai Man-chi Civil Service Bureau
: Luk Tik-yin Civil Service Bureau
Chan Wing-yan Highways Department
Ho Shuk-wan Hong Kong Police Force
Law Hoi-ming Labour Department
HOCRIR HESECL:  SEERIM Dr Gillian M. Humphreys Hon Chinese Adviser Dr Hong Po-man Hon English Adviser Dr Gillian M. Humphreys
T AL ZH mARLL ZH #EsLL Chairman Miss Li Yuen-lee Member Miss Hilda Yan Member Miss Patty Tse
ZH WALt FH PR ZH EMBLL Member ~ Mrs Stella Mui Member Mr Cheng Kin-wah Member  Miss Janet Wong
ZH RRAEESE ZH BE¥FELL BT AR P R A Member  Mr Yim King-wah ~ Member Miss Holly Lo Executive Editor Mr Kenneth Luk
ZH WHERL L FH EHESE BhPRARE e L Member ~ Mrs Eunice Chiu Member Mr Edmond Wong Assistant Editor ~ Ms Shirley Lui
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Word Power is also uploaded to the homepage of the Civil Service Bureau (http:/www.csb.gov.hk/english/publication/2006.html). If you have any comments or suggestions about this publication, please write
to the Editorial Board of Word Power (Official Languages Division, Civil Service Bureau, Room 2310, High Block, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong or csbolrs@csb.gov.hk).
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