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= Castle in the Air =]i2E

A castle in the air, what is that? Is it something like the Laputa
described in Irish writer Jonathan Swift’s novel Gulliver’s Travels,
or what the Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki (= Iif %) portrays in
his animation Laputa (K% 2 $#)) ? Maybe and maybe not.

A castle in the air does not refer to a castle we can see with our
eyes. Itis actually an idea or plan that is unlikely to come true or
succeed. So when we say that someone is “building castles in the
air”’, we may well be commenting on his slim chance of realising his
plans. Similar to this, “a Laputan” is someone who fails to do
something down to earth and is always indulging in fantasies
or daydreaming, such as the windmill fighter Don Quixote
in Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes’ novel. In the same
vein, “a Laputan thought” is an idea that is unlikely to
materialise. The idea of “a castle in the air”” may also be
expressed as “a castle in Spain”. This is because Spain
is thought to be a romantic place which inspires
imagination.
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