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The God of Thunder
and Lightning
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Meteorologists will never fail to tell
us why lightning always comes before
thunder, and why the saying “lightning
never strikes twice in the same place”
is not true. In many cultures, people
believe that their weather gods,
particularly the gods of thunder and lightning,
know the answers too. Zeus, the Greek god of the
sky, thunder and lightning, is a good example.
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Zeus’ name comes from the Greek word dios, &
meaning “bright”. In Greek mythology, he had control of all the
heavens. The winds were at his service; day and night took their
turns, and the seasons came and went, at his command. With the
thunderbolt as his distinguishing mark, Zeus also controlled
thunder and lightning. In Homer’s /liad, he did not hesitate to
call forth thunderstorms against his enemies.

Hesiod once described Zeus as “the lord of justice”. As
the supreme ruler of Mount Olympus, Zeus watched over the
administration of law and justice in the world of mortals. He
rewarded those who were honest, faithful and kind-hearted;
and punished those who were deceitful, faithless or cruel.

In art, Zeus is often depicted as bearded and middle-aged,
but with a youthful figure. His image is awe-inspiring, as his
pose suggests that he is about to throw his bolt of lightning —
that is, to mete out punishment to any wrongdoer.
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the reason is, that people can commend it without envy.

There is nothing more universally commended than a fine day;
William Shenstone
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