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Asalife-long music student, | think | deserve a prize from
the ABRSM! for being one of their most faithful patrons: | sat for
Grade 4, 5, 7 and 8 Piano (twice), Grade 8 Singing (twice) and
Grade 8 Theory of Music examinations. From these experiences, |
can draw one conclusion: performance is a risky business and
paperwork isnot. That'swhy Pavarotti spends afew minuteson
stage singing with U2’'s Bono and earns alot more money than a
professor of musicology doesin ayesr.

What's o difficult to control in aperformanceisthe piano, or
any other ingrument you haveto be provided with. Of course, this
means admost nothing if you bring your own violin or double bass,
but the piano remainsthe most popular ingtrument in Hong Kong.
| would be dl too glad if | could bring my own piano, but for this
dream to come true, technology has to progress further. For the
present, every piano exam candidate hasto put up with the pianos
provided intheir designated exam centres: pianoswith keyswhich
don't bounce back, pianos with atouch too heavy for even the most
heavy-duty pilerig... and it takesjust alittle such discouragement
to ruin your mood and screw up the whole exam.

Compared with piano playing, Sngingisalot eeser. So says
avoice student who learnt keyboard for acouple of years, found all
his talent exhausted, and switched to the exploitation of the human
voice. True, aplayer of Liszt's Piano Sonatain B minor may wish
to have ten more fingers to meet the stringent technica demands,
but asinger of even Verdi’'s most powerful arias seldom wants one
more mouth or two more lungs.
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All These Exams

The human voice is, however, the most unpredictable
instrument of all. Even if you take care of it extremely well, an
unexpected attack of cold or flu can blow it in one go and messup
your exam schedule. What's more, no matter how excellent your
physical formison the day of the exam, once you enter the exam
room, your pulse rate may soar, you may be taken aback by the
solemn atmosphere, and then your throat may go dry, and remain
S0 no matter how much water you gulp down. Worse till, whilea
sip of water is allowed in between titles, you definitely appear
awkward if you take sip after Sp throughout one singleexam. How
often do you see asinger drink on arecitd stage?

Oliver Wong, Official Languages Officer II
Immigration Department

After so much dreary home practice and anightmarish exam
experience finally comestheresult dip — either asareward (if
you pass the exam) or as a disappointment (if you don't). The
reward can be more than that sometimes: my performance in the
Grade8 Theory of Musicexamwassoimpressvethat | wasawarded
£70, asum amogt equa to the exam fee | had paid.

The ABRSM seemed to understand very well the saying that
“money can't buy happiness’, sothey sent meamoney order issued
by aBritish bank with no known branch in the territory. To cashit,
| attempted dmost al the major banks here, but none of them was
willing to redeem it. That’'s why this beautiful money order still
liesflat in my drawer after seven yeard
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Without music, lifeis a journey through a desert.
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