What do you think of when you think of Scotland?
Would a piper wearing his kilt and blowing his bagpipes
come to your mind? How about the military tattoo
performance, the Loch Ness Monster, or the wildlife in
the Highlands? They are all special and interesting, but
what attracted me most in my trip to Scotland last summer
was the ambience of her capital.

When | first arrived in Edinburgh, | was stunned by
the city’s elegance and beauty. The capital of Scotland is
surprisingly small. Walking isagood way to discover the
city. Throughout my three-week stay, | hung around the
whole city and relished a taste of the Scottish life at an
easy pace. It wascharming. It wasrefreshing. Edinburgh,
known as Athens of the North, was so friendly that | could
relax in her embrace.

Summer isthe high season of Edinburgh when tourists
flood to the city for variousworld-famousfestivals. Exciting
events are held not only in the theatres, but also on the
streets. When | strolled along the Royal Milesin the Old
Town, | saw many amateur performers show their talents
before the crowds. Their passion for the arts permeated
their high-standard performances. Some presented ashort
drama, while others formed a mini
orchestra or staged an acrobatic
display. Some sketched portraits,
while others painted their own
bodies like sculptures. Each had
his own characteristics, adding
colour to this artistic and historic
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After having fun out of the on-street performances, |
turned to the Princes Street Gardens, the central park of
the city. There were free open-air live music shows all
day long. | spent
wonderful evenings
sitting in the Gardens,
enchanted by the sweet
singing of folk songs and gl
Scottish songs. While [
enjoying the gentle
summer breeze, | admired the magnificent view of the
Old Town. It wasreally adelight to gaze at the Edinburgh
Castle standing high on the hill, gilded by the setting sun.
At some moments, | found the music grow fainter and
fainter, leaving me in a state of complete tranquillity.
Time was brought to a standstill. | drank in the beauty of
the scenery and my soul was flying high. How amazing it
was! | was not willing to leave until around nine o’ clock
in the evening when the daylight ebbed away.

Yes, thisis Edinburgh. It is such a special city that
you can easily get aglimpse of different styles of Scottish
life at different corners. In the city’s museums and
galleries, you can learn more about her history and culture,
and appreciate the remarkable achievements of the
Scottish people. Scotland has her distinctive character
and away of life that is very different from the rest of
Europe's.

Farewell Edinburgh, farewell Scotland! The trip is
over, but those memorable scenes will always stay in my

mind. //
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