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" Theworld isa book, and those who do not travel read only a page.
Saint Augustine of Hippo ¢
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Shangri-La, a popular word after World War Il and
one frequently adopted by stores, hotels and restaurants, is
one of the nearest equivalentsto “t Mk JE”. The word
Shangri-La, which signifies a“heaven far away from the
mundane world”, originates from the Tibetan meaning
“land of sacredness and peace”.

Shangri-La first appeared in British author James
Hilton’s adventure novel Lost Horizon (1933). The book
is set in asecluded valley in Tibet. It tells a captivating
story of three American pilots who crash-land in the midst
of abeautiful landscape when flying over the Sino-Indian
air route during World War I1. This peaceful and idyllic
place has “snowcapped mountains, blue lakes, broad
grasslands, red soil plateaus, with three rivers flowing
traversing thelandscape’. Alsoitisaland of eternal youth—
people who live there do not age.

The idea of such a heavenly place has caught the
imagination of readersworldwide. Does such aplaceredly
exist or isit a sheer fantasy? While some say that it may
indeed be areal place, Hilton said his readers would not
find Shangri-Laon any map. Many noted anthropol ogists,
however, believe that the fictional Shangri-La bears a
striking resemblance to the Zhongdian County (i) #7)
inYunnan Province, China. Their belief findsits supporter
in the Chinese government, which officially renamed
Zhongdian “ Shangri-La" at the end of 2001.

Visitors to Shangri-La are sure to find themselvesin
a land where tranquillity pervades the ever-changing
landscape. The beauty of the snowy peaksis definitely a
feast for theeyes. Mirror-like lakes adorn the wide expanse
of grassland. Cattle graze peacefully in the meadows,
where luxuriant flowers wave in gentle breeze. With such
breathtaking scenery, Shangri-Lais, fortunately, still not
yet overrun by tourists.
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