Puntmg Is Not Easg As Pie

Cambridge is world-famous for a prestigious
university and the breathtaking beauty of ariver. For
millions of tourists who flock to the town every year,
punting on the Cam is something they must not missduring

summer. No wonder | saw many boatmen touting for
business near the Mathematical Bridge and Trinity College.
While hiring a boatman to punt is easy, punting on your
own is by no means a piece of cake.

| had an unforgettable experience of punting with two
American friends, Kent and Richard. We tried our hand at
punting after darknessfell. | thought there were street lamps
along the riverside. | waswrong. So we had to punt in
darkness. In the dim starry light, we could only see the
outlines of buildings along the river. Surprisingly, some
other people were punting in the dark too. Their companions
lay on the candle-lit punts and some even sang Spanish
ballads. | was supposed to enjoy such aromantic atmosphere.
But | could not, because | was struggling with the punt.

Where flowers bloom so does hope.
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| did not realise how extraordinarily difficult punting
wastill that moment. We tried to steer the punt with a 10-
foot pole. It was exhausting to handle such a long and
heavy wooden pole. To move forward, | had to plunge the
poleright to the riverbed, and then push the pole backwards.
Immediately after that, | must lift the pole out of the water
slowly, and then submerge it into the river again. Lifting
the pole is the most challenging job, because it will easily
dlip from your grasp and fal into the water. Also, the series
of actions has to be as smooth as possible to keep the punt
moving steadily forward.

Steering is another difficult task. My miserable
steering technique made the punt bump into the riverbank
several times. Most embarrassingly, | lost control of the
punt again near the Bridge of Sighs. It went crashing into
the riverbank under the bridge. Alarmed by the awful
racket, the porters of St John's College literally brought us
to light with their lamps. Wearing curious grins, they could
not help asking, ‘Oops! What are you all doing there? Are
you aright?

Thanks to my punting skill, it took us more than an
hour to return to the Mathematical Bridge, ajourney which
normally takesjust 15 minutes. | hopel can do better next
time. Interestingly, my punting on that midsummer night
has become my most memorable experiencein Cambridge.

Lady Bird Johnson
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