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We may be so used to all those wonderful flowers
and trees around us that we no longer stop to admire them
ontheroad. For the same reason, few of us ever wonder
at how plants have taken firm root in our language.

Plants have such a prominent
position in peopl€' s daily livesthat the
use of terms and expressions related to
the floral world has long gone far
beyond the practical realms of farming
and horticulture. We think it perfectly
natural, for example, to compare the
rise and fall of a nation to the growth process of atree.
Other referencesto plantscrop upin our writing frequently,
asyou will seefrom the following passage which is dotted
with plant metaphors. Imagine how lacklustre it would
becomeif all those metaphors were weeded out:

‘Over the past few years, traffic congestion hasbecome
athorny issuein the city of Bauhinia. This stemsfrom the
rapidly growing population and the flourishing economy.

Plant Language

In an effort to nip the problem in the
bud, the government introduced the
Sky Train system. Thiswas a great
success. Demand increased so rapidly that Sky Train has
mushroomed into a big business with
retail outlets along the rail line also
blossoming.

Sky Train has since branched into
property development in order to
diversify itsbusiness. At the sametime,
in order to stay competitive, Sky Train
has cut back on costs by shedding jobs despite the huge
profitsit currently reaps. Cultivating the concept of doing
more with less amongst staff takes time, and the
management’s downsizing efforts haveinevitably created
a hothouse atmosphere in the company. Nevertheless,
the management maintains that pruning the workforce
will result in enhanced efficiency and productivity and
will lay the ground for the company’s future growth.’

Hethat plants trees loves others beside himself.
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