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Poet L aureate

‘U.S Poet Laureate Billy Collins has publicly declared
hisopposition to war and sayshefindsit increasingly difficult
to keep politics out of his official job asliterary advocate.’

‘Nobel Laureate Richard Smalley wants to bring out
the best of nanotechnol ogy.’

Any idea why a handful of poets and scholars are
associated with ‘laureates' ?

The word ‘laureate’ means ‘ crowned with laurel’. In
Ancient Rome, traditionally a successful person was
crowned with awreath of laurel leaves. Theterm ‘laureate’,
however, originates from Greek mythology. Apollo, on
hisway home after slaying Python the giant snake, became
enamoured of Daphne, the daughter of theriver god Peneus.
To flee Apollo’s embraces, the desperate nymph asked her
father to destroy her baleful beauty. Her wish granted, she
was metamorphosed into alaurel tree. From that time on,
Apollo wore alaurel wreath.

After hereturned to Delphi, Apallo intituted the Pythian
gamesto commemorate hisvictory. The prizes awarded were
chiefly laurel crowns. Apollo being the god of poetry and
music, the laurel wreath became the favourite of poets and
scholarsasasymbol of success. Since then famous poets and
learned men have been known as ‘ laureates .

In Britain, the position of Poet L aureate wasinformally
created by Charles | for Ben Jonson in 1617. The title
becamearoyal officewhen it was conferred by |etters patent
on John Dryden in 1670. As Britain's official poet, the
Poet Laureate is charged with writing verses for court and
national occasions such as the monarch’s birthday, royal
marriages and military victories.

Today Poets Laureate are found not only in Britain, but
also in America, South Africaand Australiaaswell asin the
United Nations. The American Poet Laureate, for example,
ismainly responsible for promoting the nation’s appreciation
of poetry. Edmund Spenser, William Wordsworth, Alfred
Tennyson and Robert Frost are but a few examples of
celebrated poets who were awarded the office.

560 Earth laughsin flowers.
Ralph Waldo Emerson S
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