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D uring my stay in England this summer, I had a
wonderful time visiting Hampton Court Palace. The Palace,
which is set on the banks of the River Thames, began its
illustrious history in 1513, when Cardinal Thomas Wolsey
acquired the property as his residence. In the late 1520s, Wolsey
was forced to present his palace to Henry VIII in a vain attempt
to regain his royal favour.

T he Palace is built of red brick with distinctive Tudor
diamond patterns. Rows of chimneys top the building, each
with a different design. One can just imagine how Henry’s
hunting party felt when, after a long cold day in the saddle,
they saw wisps of welcoming smoke rising from the chimneys.

At the entrance to the inner part of the Palace stands the
Clock Tower. Its astronomical clock tells the hour, the day, the
month, the phase of the moon and the time of the high tides at

The Chapel Royal is fit for a monarch. Its vaulted ceiling
is painted in magnificent blue and gold. The Chapel is divided
into two parts, the Chapel proper and the Royal Pew. In Tudor
times the Royal Pew was divided into two large rooms, one
for the king and one for the
queen, with bay windows
looking down into the body of
the Chapel. Hence the king
could attend to state affairs and

hear Mass at the same time.

Henry VIII knew how to make his presence felt. In the
Great Hall, the high table is placed on a raised platform next
to the window, the source of light. As the king held a feast in
the splendid hall decorated with pennants and royal arms, he
was spotlighted for all to see. An interesting anecdote is that
people at that time ate with a spoon as the fork was not invented
until later.

A fter Henry other kings and queens took up residence
in the Palace too. They rebuilt and added on to the original
structure. Hampton Court Palace boasts sumptuous state
apartments, a unique garden and extensive parkland. It houses
a great dynastic art collection including paintings, tapestries
and furniture. No wonder it has been claimed that the splendour

of the Palace rivalled that of Louis XIV’s Versailles in its
heyday.

London Bridge. It also shows the signs of the zodiac and the
golden Sun travelling around an immobile Earth.
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