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Homer sometimes nods

“ Horace (65-8 BC), a Roman
N Z lyric poet whose works are N

masterpieces of Latin literature of
the Golden Age, once wrote of
Homer, ‘sometimes even the noble
Homer nods’ (Ars Poetica).

Homer, the blind Greek bard
of the 8th century BC, was the
reputed author of the Iliad and the
Odyssey, the two major epics of
Greek antiquity. Horace’s remark,
rather than an implicit criticism,
suggests that accomplished as Homer
was, he sometimes erred in his
account of facts of the incidents he
mentioned. Horace excused

! Homer’s occasional drowsiness in
" view of the great length of his work.

Nobody can be at his best
all the time. The phrase ‘Homer
M « sometimes nods’ or ‘even Homer |
sometimes nods’ points out the fact
that even the best of us are liable to
make mistakes. For example:
‘Scientific reason, like Homer,
sometimes nods’. (T.H. Huxley)




