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Sai Kung: The leisure garden of Hong Kong Home Affairs Department

‘Pai Lau’ of Seafood Street, Sai Kung Town.

 Food Paradise

Sai Kung has deservedly won both local and international

acclaim for its fine seafood cuisine.  In true Chinese desire for

fresh food, the restaurants along the waterfront’s Sai Kung Hoi

Pong Street feature an aquarium-like display for dinners to choose

from a wide variety of live, colourful fish and crustaceans for their

meal.  The seafood delicacies alone attract a great number of

local and foreign tourists, making it perhaps the most popular

tourist spot in Sai Kung Town, if not Hong Kong.  In further

efforts to attract tourists to Sai Kung, the District Board has held

an annual Sai Kung Seafood Festival since 1992 as part of the Food

Festival organised by the Hong Kong Tourism Board.

Beautification projects currently underway at Sai Kung Hoi Pong

Street include the construction of a Chinese style arch, seven metres

tall and eight metres wide; resurfacing of the pedestrian walkway

with floor tiles of different shapes and colours to form eye-catching

patterns; and the installation of railings of a unique design on the

WITH its rich variety of flora and fauna, steeped in centuries old cultural heritage, it is no wonder Sai Kung

is known as the ‘Garden of Hong Kong.’

Located in the South East New Territories development region, Sai Kung District comprises Sai

Kung Town, Sai Kung rural areas, Hang Hau, Tseung Kwan O New Town and more than 70 islands of

various sizes.  It offers a blend of rustic and rural charm with modern amenities.  With a total area of

12,620 hectares, it is the second largest administrative district in Hong Kong.  The current population

of Sai Kung is around 330,000, most of whom live in the Tseung Kwan O New Town.

waterfront.  The works are expected to be completed during the

next few months when Sai Kung Hoi Pong Street will turn into an

unconventional seafood street, further enhancing its reputation as

the tourist destination in Hong Kong.

 The Garden

Most of the land in Sai Kung District, except the village

areas, falls within two country parks - namely the Sai Kung

East Country Park and the Sai Kung West Country Park.  The

two parks cover more than 7,500 hectares and attract hundreds of

thousands of visitors annually who use the picturesque scenery
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of green hills and waterways for family or group outings.  The

most popular scenic spots in the parks are Wong Chuk Wan,

Tai Mong Tsai, Pak Tam Chung, Sai Wan, Wong Shek Pier,

and Hoi Ha.  The magnificent Cheung Sheung Plateau is a

favourite spot for hikers.

The Lions Nature Education Centre situated near Sai Kung

Town showcases the very best of the district’s natural charms and is

also quite a popular place among tourists.  Occupying 34 hectares

on what was once a government farm, the Centre opened in1991

as a joint venture between the then Agriculture and Fisheries

Department and the Lions Club of Hong Kong and Macau.

Lions Nature Education Centre.

ran to Sai Kung Town to warn of their arrival.  The countryside was

alive with agriculture mainly rice paddies filling the flat basins.

Today, much of that has gone and what remain are generally

abandoned villages in a well-managed country parks system.

There are more than 200 heritage sites in Sai Kung District,

including the Hung Shing Temple and Sheung Yiu Folk Museum.

Situated on Kau Sai Chau - an island with two 18-hole golf

courses off Sai Kung Town - Hung Shing Temple is a Grade III

historical building and has won an outstanding projects award in

the Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation

held by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) in 2000.  The temple was built in 1889

as a shrine to Hung Shing, God of the Sea.  It also served as a

community hall and a school for the village children.  The building

is a typical small rural temple with two halls.  The courtyard

between the front and main halls has been roofed, while the space

on either side remains open.

Besides honouring Hung Shing, images of two other

deities of seafarers - Choi Pak Sing Kwan and Shui Sin Yeuh - also

adorn the altar.  The temple has a small collection of rare antiques

including a model dragon boat and old fishing utensils.

The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau

Public Golf Club (about15-20

minutes ferry ride from Sai Kung

pier) is located in the north-west

coast of the island near the site of

an ancient rock carving discovered

in 1976.  As a stunning example of

the ancient cultural beliefs of Hong

Kong’s inhabitants, the carving

depicts a zoomorphic motif (deities

in the form of animals).

Inside the Pak Tam Chung Country Park is the Sheung Yiu

Folk Museum, which was originally a Hakka village established by a

Wong clan in the late 19th century.  Sheung Yiu Village and its

neighbouring limekiln were gazetted as monuments in 1981.  After

restoration, the village was opened to the public as a museum in 1984.

Sheung Yiu Folk Museum.

It is Hong Kong’s first Nature Education Centre with many

fields and outdoor display areas which include an arboretum with

70 different types of trees and shrubs, a rock and mineral garden, a

Chinese herbal plant garden, a demonstration tree nursery, fernery

and an insectarium.  Two ponds support about a quarter of Hong

Kong’s dragonfly species.  Three permanent indoor exhibitions

are devoted to Hong Kong’s fishing and farming industry and

the SAR’s protected natural areas.  A shell house contains an

impressive collection of shells, many of which can no longer be

found in Hong Kong waters.

The Centre is widely used for public education, recreation,

nature conservation and scientific studies.  The Centre’s cafe, run

by employees with hearing disabilities, provides stunning panoramas

over the countryside up to Pyramid Hill and Ma On Shan.

 History Cherished

Being a coastal district, village elders pass from generation to

generation stories of pirates pillaging their villages and the arrival

of Japanese troops whom they distracted while younger villagers
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Tseung Kwan O New Town.

 From the Sea Rises a New Town

Tseung Kwan O is an energetic new town built on land reclaimed

from the sea in the early 1980s.  Previously known as Junk Bay, it was

used as an industrial area mainly for ship breaking and related industries.

People began moving into the new town in mid-1988, and the

area has continued to grow with the successive construction of large

public rental housing estates and private residential blocks.  Once

fully developed, Tseung Kwan O New Town will have a population

of more than 500,000.

Apart from residential development, Tseung Kwan O has

excellent shopping, community and recreational facilities.

Regular bus and mini-bus services link the new town with the

major urban areas of Hong Kong.  MTR services will start in

August to complete much of the infrastructure development.

Industrial development in the area is mainly sited in the Tseung

Kwan O Industrial Estate located in the south-east of the new town.

From the seabed has risen a fine example of a self-sufficient

entity.  Nothing is impossible!

 Large-scale Infrastructure

The Government is currently conducting a number of studies

for the further development of the Sai Kung District.  In one of the

studies, the Study on South East New Territories Development

Strategy Review, it had been suggested that Sai Kung District be

developed into the ‘Leisure Garden of Hong Kong’ to promote

conservation, enhance visitor attractions and achieve a sustainable

level of development.  The Government is studying the feasibility

of expanding the Tseung Kwan O New Town to accommodate a

larger population.

The development of Sai Kung hinges on the provision of

large-scale supporting infrastructure projects.  To cope with an

increased traffic flow, Hiram’s Highway, which links Kowloon

urban areas with Sai Kung Town is being upgraded.  Plans have

been drawn up to widen Clear Water Bay Road.

 District Council

The Sai Kung District Council (SKDC) consists of 24 members.

Last year, the Council devoted its energy to improving facilities

and the environment of Sai Kung.  It also organised a number of

significant events including the Lunar New Year Cantonese Opera

Show and a special National Day reception.
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Correction

Surrender was at the Pen

THE British surrender to the Japanese in World War II

was at the Peninsula Hotel in 1941 and not Murray

House in 1944 as incorrectly stated in the Civil

Service Newsletter Issue No.52 under the headline

‘The Phoenix of Murray House’.  The error is regretted.

                            Civil Service Newsletter Editorial Board


