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Government takes
IP protection seriously Alice Kwan, Senior Intellectual Property Examiner,

Intellectual Property Department

Sharing views during a coffee break.

Delegates at the
Opening Ceremony.

THE Asian watchdogs on intellectual property met in

Hong Kong recently to examine the relationship

between the intellectual property system and the role of

public administration.

Open ing  the  Wor ld  I n t e l l e c tua l  Prope r ty

Organisation (WIPO) Regional Workshop, the

Secretary for the Civil Service, Joseph Wong Wing-ping

said the Government’s role involved spreading

knowledge about intellectual property issues within the

civil service so staff could understand how the economy

could benefit from proper protection of the public

intellectual patrimony.

He also considered the Government as a role model:

“The Government must show the public that it also takes

the protection of intellectual property rights in its own

backyard seriously”.

The workshop, held from December 12 to 14, 2001,

was organised by WIPO, in co-operation with the

Intellectual Property Department and the Civil Service

Training and Development Institute.

Also officiating at the ceremony were Deputy

Director General of WIPO, Rita Hayes; Director of

Intellectual Property, Stephen Selby; and Director, Civil

Service Training and Development Institute, William Ng.

The 30 delegates from the Asia-Pacific region were

responsible for intellectual property, human resources

development, foreign affairs and industry.  Speakers

came from Australia, India, the Philippines, the Republic

of Korea, Sweden, the USA, China and Hong Kong.

During the workshop, participants examined the

relationship between the intellectual property system

and the role of public administrators, and explored

measures for promoting awareness of the intellectual

property system and its role in national development.

For non-IP participants, the workshop was a

valuable aid in learning more about the need to protect

intellectual property.  And for the professionals, they

were able to expand their IP strategies in a ‘retreat

camp’ environment.


